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T oO THE 
Moſt Reverend Father in God, 


] O H N, 


By Divme Providence, Lord Arch- 
Biſhop of YORK, Primate and 
Metropolitan of EN GL AND. 


My LORD, 
I rm of prefixing fo great a 


Name to the following Papers, 
I had thoughts of craving Your 
Grace's Patronage for ſome others 
which more nearly relate to the Af- 
fairs of Your own Province. But, I 
know not how,thele have gotten the 
ſtart; and, tho' I may (for the pre- 
ſent) have ſome Reaſon to vary m 
Subjet,I hope, may be allow'd to 
put thoſe alſo under Your Prote- 
Aion hereafter. I am deeply ſenſt- 
ble of my own Inſufficiency to per- 
fe&t what is here begun, withour 
fuch Afſiſtances as Your Grace (a- 
; bove 


The Dedication. 


bove all others) can beſt afford me. 
My great diſtance from Libraries, 
and thenarrownels of my Acquain- 
tance with our Engliſh Hiſtorians, 
will render my beſt Performances 
very ſcanty and imperfe&t. Yet, 
if the Deſign be approv'd and meet 
with acceptance abroad, I ſhall not 
deſpair of ſuch helps as will rectify 
all my miſtakes, and ſupply the 
defects of this fiirſt Eflay. To this 
purpoſe, I now humbly offer it to 
Your Grace's View and Cenſure; 
being very ready to acknowledge 
all your Corretions as ſo many 
Particular Qbligations and Honours 
conferr'd upon, 
MY LORD, 
YOUR GRACE's 
Moſt dutiful Son 
and Servant, 

WILL. NICOLSON. 
THE 
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PREFACE. 


\ General Hiſtory of this King- 
dom is what our learned 
Men begin nw ſo ſenſibly 

to Want, and ſo earneſtly to defire, 

that I do not queſtion but Attempts 
will be made to gratify the prevail- 
ing Humour of the Times. Though 

to me, I confeſs, the Proſpe is a 

little diſcouraging : Since the due 

obſervance of all the Rules which 

Lucian, Father Le Moyne, and 

others, have laid down for the car- 

rying on of ſuch a work, require ſo 
many Accompliſhments, that 1 am 
very much of the Feſuits opinion, 
that their Hiſtorian is (a) a Man 


(a) Le meoyne's Art of Writing Hiſt. p. 224. 
A not 
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not yet born, nor will be before 
the year that diſcovers the per- 
petual motion and Philoſopher s 
Stone. Tis not enough, they tell us, 
that he be (what the Incomparable 
Tranſlatour of Polybius obſerves of 
his (a) Author) a Soldier, a States- 
man and a Philoſopher: but he muſt 
be alſo a Divine,a Lawyer, an Ora- 

tour, a Poet, and a downri 'ght honeſt 
Countrey- Gentleman, At leaſt, he 
muſt be plentifully flock.d with (b) 
Wit, or an Univerſal Diſpoſition 
and unbounded Spirit that com- 
prehends all that's Great and Glo- 
rious in the ſeveral States and Em- 
pires of the whole World. To theſe 
Intelleual Endowments we muſt 
add the great Moral one of his being 

Philalethes, a Perſon of that bY: 
Integrity as not tobe byaſs d by Paſ- 
fion or Intereſt, A Learned IWriter 


| (a) SirU1.S. Pref, to Polb. (b) Le Moyne, p. 21, 22,c. 
bas 
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has very lately obſerv d, That (a) Pris 

vate Aﬀections ought not to ac- 

company works of ſuch a Pub-  : 
Z lick Nature : and yet how difficult 

' a Leſſon this is to Fleſh aid Blood, 
| himſelf has fairly ſhewn us, when 
| (in the ſame Page) he ſlicks not to 
| affirm thathis late Patron left more 

Colleftions of his own Aa 

ting than - perhaps any,Man, ci- 
ther of this or the laſt Age, ever 
did write. | 

So that, for my ſhare, I know not 
where to look for this fine Perſon ; 
this Noneſuch of a Man ; who alone 
(it ſeems) is qualify d to write a 
General Hiſtory. We have lately 
indeed had Propoſals for the ſpeedy 
publiſhing of an entire Hiſtory of 
this Nation © But I extremely ſu- 
ſpe the Author, when he appears 
abroad, will ot be able to fland 


(a) H. Wherton's Pref. to AB. Laud's Life p. My 
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this Teft, The wery Title of his 
Book (which promiſes to bring down 
our Story (a) tron the Flood ) /coks 
ſo like a Feſt, that I cannot but fear 
that we ſhall not have Alloy enough 
to qualify the mighty ſtrain of Poe- 
try that will run thorough the whole 
Work. What Advances might be 
made this way by (b) Leland, Balc 
or Joſceline, I know not : but I think 
all three of 'em have diſcoverd 
ſuch frailties in themſelves, and 
ſuch defefts in their writings, as are 
hardly conſiſtent with the being able 
to finiſh an Undertaking of this 
kind. Nor do at all believe Dr. 
Gale's great Mr.(c)Selden to have 
been a Man of Accompliſhments 
ſufficient for ſuch a Performance ; 
and I fanſie the learned Dofor him- 
elf will be of my opinion when he 


6) 7. Iwton's Propola's. (b) 7. Gale, Praf. al 
Script. XV.j . 8. (c) Id. ib. 
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has carefully perus d his Preface 
to the Decem Scriptores, his Spi- 
cilegtum to Eadmerus and his 
Janus anglorum. Camden (a) 
bewails the raſhneſs and folly of his 
own 4ttempting ſuch a Matter ; and 
ſeems to acknowledge that "twas 
Imprudence and want of thought, 
which, in his younger daies, had 
led him intothe Sare. Mr, Milton 
and Sir William Temple defign'd 
only to write Abridgments of our 
Engliſh Story; and therefore they 
do not expe that what they have 
drawn up, for a View of the Times 
before the Conqueſt, ſhould be re- 
ceivd as a Complete General Hi- 
flory. even for ſo far as it reaches. 
Their (b) beating through theſe 
rough and dark ways of theJour- 
ney appears to be done in ſomuch 


© (a) Camd. Brit. in Norman. (b) Si W. 7. latgo* 


duR. p. $ 
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hafle, and affords ſo ſlender a Diſ- 

covery of the road, that it looks like 

the Tale of a Manin a fright ; one 

that has been ſcared with diſmal 
Apprehenſions of meeting with moſt 
| monſtrous Sprites and Hobgoblins 
in the Shades and Night he had 
paſs'd thorough. 

Before therefore I can have any 
tolerable hopes of ſeeing a work of 
this Grandeur carry d on with ſuc- 
ceſs, aud to the purpoſe, I muſt 
bear of its being undertaken by a 
Clubb of Men of Parts and Learn- 
ing ; fome whereof are Maſters of 
our ancient Languages, and others 
of the Modern; 'Some vers d in the 
Writings of the old Britains, Ro- 
mans," Saxons azd Danes, and 0- 
thers thoroughly acquainted with the 
Hiſtorians ſince the Conqueſt ; ſome 
that know the Geography, and - 
thers the Law, of the Realm ; jane 


that 


L 
iy 
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that have been bred at Court, and 
others in the Camp, &c. Nor would 
T have this Society to conſiſt of ſuch 
as the Bookſeller only ſhould aſſure 
me were Perſons of theſe very Cha- 
rafters ; but I could wiſh it might 
be an Engagement mutually and 
generouſly enter d into by Men of 
Leiſure and Fortune, as additional 
Accompliſhments, over and above 
all that we have mention 4. Or 
elſe, let me hope to ſee a College of 
Hiſtorians as Nebly endow d here, 
as that of the Antiquaries is in 
Sweden ; where the Preſident has 
a yearly Salary allow d. him of ſix 
hundred Crowns, and each of his 
Aſſeſſors three hundred. When theſe 
Gentlemen have agreed on, and fi- 
' niſh'd their feveral Tasks, they ought 
to be carefully perus d by every par- 
ticular Member of the Society; as 
well as by him whoſe peculiar Pro- 
| 4 vVInce 
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vince it ſhall be to inſpef and ſu- 

perviſe the whole. 

To ſerve this imaginary Frater- 

nit 'y I have drawn together the fol- 
lowing Papers ; which give the 
Reader as ſhort and as methodical 
an Abſiraft of a great many larger 
Colleftions on the ſame Subje(t as 
I could readily furniſh him with. 
I know there have been Catalogues 
of this kind made heretofore by Men 
of better Acquaintance with our 
Engliſh Libraries and Manuſcripts 
thanl can pretend to. Such isJoh. 
Joſceline's Commentary cited by 
(a) Mr. Wharton; and the Hyper- 

CritiCa, requently referr d to by the 
Oxford (b) Antiquary. Tho. Ful- 
ler had alſo compoſed ſomething of 
the like Nature, under the Title 
of (c) A Library of Britiſh Hiſto- 


(a) Praf. ad Angl. Sacr. Vol. I. (b) Athen- 


26. 
Oxon. Vol. I. p. 452. & alibi. (c) Hiſt EccleC lib. I, 


Pe: 


Fans, 
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rians ; to which he ſometimes refers 
his Readers, as a piece wherewith 
he intended ſuddainly to bleſs the 
Publick, P. Heylyn began an (a) 
Examen Hiſtoricum, but carry d 
it no farther than the works of a 
couple of his Cotemporaries, who 
very well deſeru'd to be laſh'd. Tis 
ſeldom that the Cenſures and Re- 
marks of [ſingle Men go any greater 
lengths than this; juſt as far as 
they ar epuſb d on by private Reſent- 
ment and Pique. IWhereas 'a Ge- 
neral Examen, a fort of an Uni- 
verſal Index Expurgatorius, that 
points at the miſtakes and errors 
of every page in our ſeveral Hiſio- 
rians, is what we chiefly want; and 
what muſt be the Reſult of the joyut 
Labours of 4 Society of Engliſh 
Antiquaries and Hiſtorians as well 


as the General Hiſtory it ſel. 
For, 


(a) Edit. London, 8" 1659, 
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For, moſt of our Printed Hifto- 
ries have been miſerably abuſed, ei- 
ther in tranſcribing, or at the Preſs, 
beſides (their native blemiſhes) the 
falſities and blunders of their Au- 
thors ; tho ſome few have had the 
good fortune to fall into better hand's 
which have ſent them abroad beau- 
tifull and well dreſs d. | The firſt 
Perſon of any Eminence and Learn- 
ing that was ſo kind to this King- 

om as to procure a corre Edi- 
tion of ſome of our beft Hiſtorians, 
was Archbiſhop Parker ; who fur- 
niſhd us with (a) Matthew of 
Weſtminſter, (b) M. Paris, (c) 
Tho. Walſingham and (d) Afſe- 
rius Menevenſis. After him the 
Lord William Howard of Na- 
worth pabliſh'd (ec) Florence of 
Worceſter ; as did likewiſe Sir 


_—  —— — 


' (a) London 1570. (b) London 1571. (c) Lond. 
1574- (d) Cum priore. (e) Francof. 16or. 


Henry 
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Henry Savile his (a) Scriptores 
poſt Bedam, and Camden his (b) 
Anglica, Normannica, Gc. Theſe 
were four very Great Men : And 
what they had begun jingly and ſe- 
werally, was, with like accuracy and 
ſucceſs, carry d on by a, Confederacy 
of Learned Worthies ( Archbiſhop 
Uſher, Sir R. Twiſden and Mr, 
Selden) during our late Civil 
Wars. To them me are eternally in- 
debted for the noble Edition they 
gave us of the (c) Decem Scripto-. 
res ; and they had certainly (d) fur- 
ther oblig'd us, had not the Iniqui- 
ty of the Times, and the Inconſtan- 
cy that attends all humane Affairs, 
prevented them. What they left un- 
finiſhd was, in a good meaſure, 
perfefied by (that mighty Supporter 
of Learning) Dr. John Fell, the 


_— — _ — —— — _— 


y (a) Francof. 1601. (b) Tb. 1602. (c) Lond. 1652. 
(4) See W. Kennet”s Life of Mr. Sexmer, p. 64, 65, 66, 


late 
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late excellent Biſhop -of Oxford , 
who took care to (a) publiſh ſome 
of the Treatiſes which they had pre- 
pared for the Preſs; and had been 
at a preat charge in procuring others 
of 'em, which he did not live to 
finiſh. Of theſe a more particular 
account will be given hereafter, in 
their proper places. 

To repair (as much as was poſſt- 
ble) the inexprefſible loſs we had 
by the Death of this worthy Prelate, 
the like good ſervice to the Publick 
was happily undertaken by the In- 
duſtrious and Learned Dr. Th, 
Gale ; who has kindly obliged us 
with Twenty of our old Writers, in 
two Volumes. The former of theſe 
(tho. laft (b) Printed) contains fif- 
teen pieces of our moſt ancient Hi- 
ftorians (as Gildas, Nennius, Af- 
ſcrius, <c.) tranſcribed out of ol4 


6 Qxan. 1684. (b) Oxon. 16gr. 


Manu- 
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Manuſcripts ; with the warious 


Readings, where any variety of Co- 
pies was to be had. To which he 
has added a large Appendix of ſuch 
fragments of Antiquity as are juſily 
to be call d Prime Primitive, out 
of Prolemy, Antoninus s Itinerary, 
the Notitia Dignitatum, Gc. Up- 
on ſome of theſe he has given us 
his own excellent Notes ; together 
with Surita's upon the Itinerary, 
ſo far as it relates to Britain. It 
were to be wiſh d the Printer had 
perform d his part as well : But the 
Doftor s great Diftance from the 
Preſs, and the uſual negligence of 
Correftors, has occaſion d ſeveral 
Errata ; which yet will be eaſily 
reftify d by an Inelligent Reader. 
In the (a) ſecond Volume we have 
Five Hiſtorians of Note ; who make 
us acquainted with many confider- 


(a) Oxon. 1687. 


able 
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able Tranſations in the firſt eight 
Reigns after the Conqueſt, The 
Publiſher s Deſign, in this part, 
would not allow him to deſcend any 
lower than to the Reign of Edward 
the Firſt : and therefore, although 
Wikes and the Annals of Wayer- 
ley carry him a little beyond his 
Bounds (as ending ſoon after) yet, 
he tells us, he has reſervd a good 
ſhare of Hemmingford for the 
more regular Proſecution of his Me- 
thod in ſome other Volume, which 
he encourages us to hope for from 
him hereafter To theſe (as he (a) ob- 
ſerves) there ought indeed to be 
added a Third Volume (perhaps, a 
Fourth and a Fifth) of our MS. 
Hiſtorians from Hen. III. to Hen. 
VII. And that would complete the 
Collefion which he has, with ſo 
great Pains and Judgment, begun 


(a) Praf. ad Vol I. p. s, 6. 


For, 
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For, ſince Printing came in faſhion, 
nothing of Hiftory has been penn'd, 
worth the Common View, which is 
not effetually publiſhed and eaſy to 
be had , except only ſome few choice 
Papers that are ſtill monopoliz d by 
ſuch private men (of ſlow thought) 
as do believe they wrong themſelves 
whenever they communicate theſe 
hidden Treaſures. In both Volumes 
we have moſt exat and full In- 
dices ; which exceedingly add to 
the value of the Work. 

The like good Services have been 
done to the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 
of this Kingdom by H, Wharton, 
who has publiſh'd (a) two Volumes 
of Writers on that Subjeft , and 
ſeems to intimate that, ſome time 
or other, we might have hoped for a 
Third and Fourth Volume of the 
| fame ſort of Collelions from him. 


(a) Anglia Sacra, Par. I. & IL. Lond. 1691, 


Had 
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Had he improv d the Opportunities 
he once had of fitting out all theſe 

or the Preſs, before the misfortunes 
of his Patron had. ſpoil'd both his 
(a) Deſign and Proſpeft, bis kind- 
neſs to the Publick would have been 
doubled; and perhaps other occa- 
frons might have been offer d him of 
communicating his elaborate Notes 
on the Succeſſion of ſome of our 
Biſbops. His other Ornamental 
Diſcourſes, which. ſeem to have 
robb d us of a deal of his Time and 
Pains, might have been ſpar d. At 
leaſt ; they would have taken no 
harm, if he had kept them within 
Doors a little longer ; ſince ſome of 
"em look as if they were ſent abroad 
t00 early, and before they were come 
to their full growth and perfeftion. 
For inſtance; That about the two 


(a) Chm adverſa Clementifſimi Patroni fortuna mihi 
hvjuſmodi ſtudiorum ſubſidia, omnium verd premia, 
infelici excuſlerit : Prat. ad Par. Il, p. 30. 
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Mlfrics (which he values himſelf 


upon, as his (a) maſter-piece) is 


founded on a groſs miſtake in A. 


Wheloc's wrong Tranſlating anex- 
preſſion in the Saxon (b) Chronicle, 
which carries no ſuch ſenſe as he 
puts upon it. Some body, I fany, 
had made him ſenſible of this Error, 
and therefore (inhis (c) Addenda) 
he endeavours to gain his point by a 
freſh Argument, aff! UrIng us that the 
Codex optimus Cottonianus exds 
the Chronicle at the year 975. 
Had the reſt of our Libraries been 
as well ſearch d, as that at Lambeth 
was by this Gentleman, I ſhould 
have been able to have enlarg d this 
Colleion to a much greater bulk: 
whereas , for want of ſuch Diſcove- 
ries, ſome hundreds of Volumes may 


poſſibly eſcape me. Sir John Cort- 


: (a) Tor tantiſque Argumeatis firmata, ut non fa- 
cile aliis rejicienda, fuerit. (b) Ad Antiq. 975. 
{(c) P. 796. 
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ton's at VVeſtminſter (collefed by 
his Grandfather Sir Robert) has 
heretofore been juſtly efteem'd to 
contain more Helps for the compo- 
ſure of a General Hiſtory of Eng- 
land, than all the other Libraries 
of the Kingdom (a) put together ; 
being not only plentifully flock'd 
with Manuſcript Hiſtorians, Origi- 
nal Grants, Patents, &c. but alſo | 
abundantly furniſhd with our old 

(b) Roman, Britiſh, (c) Saxon |} 
and Norman Coins. Tho. James #* 
firſt publiſhd a (d) Catalogue of | 
the MSS. in the Publick Library at '* 
Cambridge and of the Private © 
College-Libraries in Oxford ; out © 
of which laſt he is reported to have © 
(c) borrow'd ſeveral Volumes, 
never hitherto reftor d to their pro- 


(a) 5. Uſer. Pref. ad Brit. Eccl. Antiq. p. 2. (b) © 
Camden and Speed. (c) Pref. ad vit. &lfredi R. Nor. 
ad Tab. IV. (d) Ecloga Oxonio-Cantabr. Lond. 1600. 
(e) Athen. Oxon. Vol. L p. 459. 


PET. 
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per Owners, A frerward's he did 
the like for (a) Bodley's ; which, 
the Reader ought to know, has been 
wonderfully improv d ſince that time 
by the many large Additions that 
have been made to it (chiefly in 
Manuſcripts) by Archbiſhop Laud, 
the Lord Hatton, Mr. Selden's 
and Mr. Juniuss Executors, oc. 


| Zo which the Muſzum Aſhmolea- 


num makes now a moſt Noble Ap- 
pendix ; as being richly fraught 


: with an excellent Colleion of Ma- 
$ nuſcripts and Coins (as well as other 
.F (b) Rarities in Art and Nature) 
* made by that worthy Perſon whoſe 
? Name it deſervedly bears. Some 
part of the great Treaſure here re- 
: : Poſt ted, has been already diſcover 4 


| t0 us by Mr. Gibſon, who has pub- 
* liſh'd a(c) Catalogue of Sir VVil- 


(a) Oxon. 1605, 1620. (b) See Dr, Pli's Hiſt. of 


; Stafferdſb. p. 277. (c) Oxon. 169:. 
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liam Dugdale's Books ; .and we 
hope the like good Office will be 
done for Mr. Aſhmole by (a) an- 
other learned hand. Dr. Hickes's 
(b) Catalogue of ſuch MSS. as re- 
late to the Saxon and Daniſh 7 imes 
is the moſt complete we have in its 
kind : and Mr. (c) Gibfon's Ac- 
count of Tenniſon's Library (foun- 
ded by His Grace the preſent Arch- 
bifbop of Canterbury, at St. Mar- 


tin's in the Fields) is highly bene- | 


ficial and obliging, 


But all theſe are ſmall ſbreds | 


and ſcantlings, if compar d with the 
Voluminous work, of Dr. Bernard ; 
who threatens to give us an entire 
(d) Lift of all the Manuſcripts of 
this Kingdom (of all kinds) that ei- 
ther our Publick or Private Libra- 


(a) Mr. Edw, Lhwyd the worthy Keeper of the Mu- 
ſzum. (b) Ad finem Inſtir. Gramm. Anglo-Sax.(c)Oxon. 
1692, * (d) Librorum MSS. Academiorum Oronienſi 
& Cantabrigienſir, & celebrium per Angliam Hiberni- 
471748 Bibliothecarum Caralogus, &c, 
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ries will afford. Tis a wery Noble 


# and Generous Undertaking. Only; 


a little more caution (1 think ) 
Jhould be obſeru'd by him, in care- 
fully peruſing the C atalogues that 
are ſent from fome of the moſt di- 
flant Counties : eſpecially, where 
the Authority rely d on, for the 
Truth of the C oPres, is not very 
good and flaunch, Otherwiſe, "tis 


| poſſible the Reader may be ſent ſome 


hundreds of Miles to enquire after 


7 .a Book that has not appear d, in 
the place referr d to, at any time 
 fince the Reſtoration of King 
2 Charles the Second. This, I am 
* ery ſure, is the Caſe with ſome of 
* the Northern Libraries ; whoſe Ca- 
| talogues (as he has Printed them) 


were either drawn thirty years ago, 
or elſe are Prophetically calculated 
for about thirty, years hence, Of 
this latter kind is that of a certain 
b 3 Cathe- 
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Cathedral Church ; which neither 


is, nor ever 'was, furniſh d with 
any one ſingle Manuſcript of the 
ſeveral, in all Volumes, which tus 
there ſaid to contain. Thave ſome 
cauſe to fear that Iſhall never live 
to ſee ſuch Books, in that Library, 
as are there mention d: and I am 
alſo afraid that moſt of 'em (if 
they have any being at all) are of 
that modeſt complexion which be- 
comes a private retirement better | 
than an appearance in publick, | 
The Doflors Projef is certainly © 
very commendable ; and deſerves © 
encouragement , and the utmoſt ' 
Affiftance that Men of Learning © 
and Acquaintance with Books can | 
give it. But then, They that pre- 
tend to put a helping hand to the | 
Work ſhould be ſure to do it effeiu- 
ally. They ſhould be ſcrupulouſly 
ice in their Informations; take 
nothing 
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nothing upon Truft and Hear-ſay ; 
ſend no Tranſcripts of ancient (here- 
tofore) Catalogues, inſtead ' of ſuch 
as give the preſent State of their 
Libraries; view the Books them- 
ſelves ; be ſure they are already in 
the Claſſes referr d to, and not only 
in ſome diſtant and uncertain pro- 
miſe; Gc. . By theſe means we 
might truly diſcover the dormant 
Riches of the Nation ; and the c..- 
rious might, with good aſſurance, 
apply to ſuch Perſons as were un- 
doubtedly able to Anſwer their 
Hopes. 

Till theſe vaſt Deſigns are perfe- 
ed, we cannot hope for-a full and 
exat Index of all thoſe Hiſtorians 
that have eſcaped the common De- 
firuftion, in the Diſſolution of Ab- 
beys, and the Outrages of our Civil 
Wars. And twill be enough for a 
Man that lives in ſuch an obſcure 
4 corner 
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corner of the Earth, as my Lot is 
fallen into, t0 point at. the Times 
wherezn \ the greateit' part of 'em 
flouriſh'd.; how: they ware qualify d 
for their Gawal Undertakings; and 
how well, or ill, they have acquit» | 
ted themlelues in their. Performan- | 
ces. This 1 ſball endegoour. to dg 
in a Method, which, TI hope, the | 
Reader will think Natural enough; 

as agreeing with me that our Ge- 
neral Hiftorian ought to my 


for ) 3 


1. Geographical, C borographical | 
and Topographical Writers of * 
this Nation ;, ſuch as give an 
Account of 1 its chief Remark- 
ables in Nature, Arts and 
Antiquities. And that ei. 


ther , 
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FP, 

es | 1, In Genera'. Chap. 1; 

7M 2. I Particular Counties, Ci- 

'd Bf ties and Great Towns, Ch. 2. 

id 

as F: 

>» | 

L 2. Chronicles and Annals. Which 
are either, 

E 

-| r. General Relating to the Times, 


mans. Chap..3 


j" Of the Britains "and Ro- 
2. 4 4 Saxons EA Danes. 


| 
< 
2 
E1 3- = ince the Conqueſt. Ch. 5. 

2. Particular Lives of our ſeveral 


Kings, downfrom William the 
& Conqueror, Ch. 6. 


by 
b.4 


3. Ecclefiafticat Hiſtorians. 
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I, Gene- 
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| General. As, 


- of Chriſtianity to the Reign 


| 1 Ch. 8. 
2. Particular. As to the ſeveral 
1. Biſbopricks. Ch. 9. 
2. Monafteries,” Ch. 10. 
| (3: Uninprſities. Ch. 11. 
4. Law-Books, Records and Pa- 
pers of State. Ch. 12, 


&, Biographers, Writers of the 
Lives of our Engliſh 


2, Eminent Churchmen and 
Statesman, Ch. 1 4. 


5 Saints. Ch. 13: 
3. Writers, Ch. 15. 


Thave 


1. From the firſt Eſtabliſhment | 


of Henry VIIE Chap. 7. 
| 2. Since the Reformation. | 
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I have not the vanity to imagine 
that I ſhall ever be able to run 
through all theſe Chapters without 
being guilty of a deal of wery groſs 
Miſtakes : and therefore I expe} 
to hear of a large Muſter Roll of 
Errors and Defeils in my Book, 
This I Jhall ſo little repine at ; that 
I do afſure Thee (Honeſt Reader) tis 
what 1 heartily long for and deſire. 
T pretend to little more at preſent 
than the drawing of ſuch Lines as 
may be fill d up hereafter into a 
piece worth the Viewing ; and 1 
ſhall he abundantly thankful to 
have the finiſhing part done by a 
better and more Skilful hand than 
my own. T have ſpent a great deal 
of time (perhaps, too much) in con- 
wverſing with ſome of theſe old Gen- 
tlemen ; and I cannot but flatter my 
ſelf into a belief that T have attain'd 
to ſomething of a more than ord#- 
nary 
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nary Acquaintance with them. How- 


ever, the Charafers I ſhall give of | 


'em are not alwaies mine, but are 
ſometimes Cenſures paſs d by better 
Judges than my felf, Where-ever I 
venture to give my own opinion, I 
hope, I ſhall do it with that Since- 
rity and Caution which becomes an 
Engliſhman ; one that 3s alwaies 
ready to'put himſelf upon a Tryal 
by God and his Countrey, as not 
being conſcious of any Offence, either 
againſt Religion or good Manners. 
And yet, where there is Manifeſt 
Cauſe of Complaint ; where a Wri- 
zer is either ſcandalouſly Ignorant or 
Impertinent ; where we have Ro- 
mance or Buſfoonry trump d upon us 
for good Sterling-Hiftory ; where a 
Bankrupt Plagiary ſets up upon the 
borrow & Stock of an Induſtrious Au- 
thor, or the like ; there, I hope, a 
moderately keen Reſentment will 
20t 
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not be Interpreted as a Breach of 
any Commandment, either of the 
Firſt or Second 1 able. 

I have but one thing more to 
Apologize for; and that s the fre- 
quent Repetitions, the Reader will 
be apt to obſerve, of the ſame Word 
and (perhaps) Expreſſion and 
Phraſe. I have repeated Occaſions 
to take Notice of this and the other 
Man's Undertaking and Perform.- 
ing, Penning and Publiſhing, his 


ſeveral Hiſtorical Labours: And 


poſſibly a nice Critick in the Finery 
and Cadence of the Engliſh Tongue 
would expe that I ſhould have 
Collefted a good Number of $yno- 
nymous Sentences for this Purpoſe. 
Ican only ſay, I never intended my 
Papers for the View of ſuch Delicate 
and Curious Judges of Language 
and Oratory. If I had but a Word 
in readineſs that would ſerve my 
Turn, 
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Turn, I never vex d my Brains in 
Pumping for another that could only 
do as well : And, being to cloath 
ſo many People of the very ſame Size 
and Shapes, it were too ſevere (I 
think) to force me to provide each 
of em with a different Habit and 
Faſhion. 
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1 Of the General Geography, State and 


Antiquities of England. 


| Hatever crime it might be an- 
4 ciently in private Men to be 


Skill'd in Maps and Charts of 
whole Countries, (that being 


# thought a Piece of Knowledge, proper 
# only for Princes and great Generals) 'tis 
s now a mighty Defect in the modiſh Ac- 
* compliſhments of the Age to be other- 
# wiſe; and every Body is ſo much a Po- 
} litician, States-man and Warriour, that 
# there is no converſing in the World 


: 
z 
- 
by 
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* without an intimate Acquaintance with 


all the four Quarters of the Globe. "Tis 
not my buſinels at preſent to furniſh out 
Inſtructions for the ſpeedy Attainment 
of this kind of Learning ; nor to explain 
Gazettes and Monthly Mercuries : that's 
done abundantly by other Hands. The 
ſole deſign of this Chapter is the poin- 
ting at ſuch ancient and modera Writers, 

B as 


Ptolemy, 


Antont- 
uns. 


(2) 
as have deſcrib'd (at large, and by whole. 
ſale) rhe Lands and Territories, Cities 
and High-ways, Natural Hiſtory, Poli 
ticks, Antiquities, &c. of this King- 
dom. 

Ptolemy, liv'd (as (a) all agree) in the 
beginning of the ſecond Century ; and 
therefore we may ſafely call him the farſt 
Geographer that mention'd any thing of 
the Brztiſh Iſlands. For the little florid 
Accounts which we have from Fulzus 
Czfar or Tacitus, ought not to come in- 
to this reckoning. And well he may 
ſeem to be ſo; ſince the Maps which 
Maginus and others have drawn by his 
Tables, ſufficiently ſhew, that, when 


* he wrote, Geography was but -in its In- 
fancy. So much of him as relates tous, # 


has been latcly p"bliſhd by (4) Dr. Gale, 


who has alſo given us his own learned 3 


Notes upon that part of the Book. 


If Antoninus's Itinerary were truly the ® 
Compolure of that great Emperor, whoſe } 


Name it bears, there would be no con- 


- troverſie in placing it next to Ptolemy's 


Tables : but \ c) Yeſſus gives it too ſevere 
Language to deſerve the Honour it had 


= (a) H. Lhuyd Fragment. fol.35.2. Jo. Ant. Maginus, 


pag. 4. Oc. (6) Append. ad Hiſt, Brit. p. 735. & 787, 


(c) De Hiſt. Lat. in vita Lavui. 


{ometime * | 
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ſometime gain'd in the world; and (in 
plain terms) calls it a Baſtard. How- 
ever, let it be written by Antonius, An- 
tonius or (a) Fthicus ; 'tis of an ancient 
he date, and ſhall here keep the Station and 
ng Repute it has gotten among as learned 
0&8 20d wile Judges as have hitherto con- 
offs Jemn'd it, That part ol his Work 
which concerns Britain, has been amply 


_ treated on by three of our own Coun- 
n.& *frymen: Mr. (4) R. Talbot, ſometime Ca- 
; non of Norwich, whoſe Manuſcript Com- 
- S mentaries (much enlarg'd by Dr. Caius ) 
is @ - re now 1n the Library at Cazus College 
#8 in Cambridge: Mr. William (c) Burton , 
1. School-maſter at Xing//on upon Thames : 
And Dr. 7hoe. (4) Gale, the preſent Learned 
x ; 8 and Worthy Maſter of St. Pauls School 


<q 1 in London. 
= The Liber Notitiarum comes next in Liber 
# order; and the laſt mention'd (e) Learned Notzt:as 
FG & Perſon has oblig'd us with as much of it 74% 
as 1s for our purpoſe. He has alſo given 


1- | 

of Bs what may ſeem to have any relation 
» & tothis Country,outot an old anonymous 
1 (a) Vide Uſerii Hiſt. EccleC.Brit. p. 42. (5) M.S. in 


Coll. Ben. Cantab. & Bibl. Cotr. de que vid. Hiſt. & 

p, Antiq. Oxon. par. Il. p. 135. & }. Pits, p. 737. (c) Fol. 

£ London 1658. (4) Append. ad Hiſt. Brit. p. 787. (e) 
S Id. ib. p. 744, 746, 748. 
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(4) 


Geographer lately publiſh'dat Paris, to- 
gether with a Lift of the Hides or Tene- 
ments in the ſeveral Counties of England 
in the days of our Saxon Kings. And 
theſe (I think) are all the Remains of 
our old Geography, and the Summ of 


that look'd this way. For, with what 
confidence fſoever (a) F. Pits may re- 
port it, I do not believe that ever vene- 
rable Bede wrote any Book, De fitu & 
mirabilibus Britannie ; or that any ſuch 
thing is, or ever was to be had in the 
Library of Bennet College. His Eccleſi- 


Engliſh Saxon Tongue by King Alfred) 


it bears a Title which might impoſe up- 


+ {takes than this. 
© Since the From the Conqueſt, down 'to the 
Conqueſt. Reign of King Henry the Eighth; our 
| Engliſh Geographers have either been 
tew, -or the want of Printing has occaſi- 
on'd the loſs of moſt of them. Gyraldus 
Cambrenfis's four Books of the Topogra- 
phy of Britain and his Itinerary, (both 


a (s) Pag. 136. 


which 


what was penn'd before the Conquelt . 


aſtical Hiſtory (as paraphrasd in the | 
1s indeed there ; and the firſt Chapter in ; 


on the good Man, cr his Informer, who | 
is often guilty of more groundleſs Mi- * 
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which (a) are ſaid to be in Bennet-Li- 
brary) are the firſt I can hear off. And 
I doubt I ſhall only hear of them ; for 
they ſeem to be the ſame with his Itine- 
rary and Topography of Wales. John 
Leland (6b) ſays, he does not queſtion 
but there was fuch a Book as the former 
of theſe. But all his induſtry could not 
ferret it out. Ralph de Diceto's Treatiſe 
(c) de mirabilibus Angliz ſeems to be as 
rare a Piece as either of the former ; and 
is, perhaps, laid up with John Formins 
ger's (4d) Commendations of Enzland, 
or (as Bale calls it) de divitiis & delis 
ciis Angliz. Of the ſame Stamp, I fan- 
fic, is William Thorn's (e) Chronicle of 
all the Countries (as well as Biſhopricks 
and Abbeys) in England; John de Trevi- 
ſa's (f ) Deſcription of Britain; and 
William Buttoner's (g) Antiquities, col- 
leted out of the old Charters, Leiger- 
Books, Epitaphs, &c. of the whole King- 
dom. Caxton's 1s the only thing in its 
kind, which I can aſluredly fay we have; 
as being long ſince publiſh d with his( +) 
Chronicle or Fruttus Temporam. Will it 
be any inducement to the Reader to per- 


(a) 1d. p. 280. (5) Aſlert. Arthur, fol. 33.a. (c) 


Pits p. 283. (4) Id. p. 398. (e) Id. pag. 529. (Ff) 
19. pag. 567. ( Id. p. 646. (4) Fol. Lond. 1515. 
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Reign. 


(6) 
uſe this Author's Work to hear him re- 
commended by (a) Bale, under the cha- 
rater of vir non omnino ſlupidus aut ig- 
navia torpens 2 

Since the beginning of Ferry the 
Eighth's Reign, our eldeſt general Geo- 
grapher or Antiquary, is faid to be (5) 
Tho. Sulmo ( ſome call him Sulemanus, 
others Solimountes) a Guernſey Man , 
who died at London, A. D. 1545. The 
year following a much greater Man of 
the profeflion (Sir Thomas Eltot, one of 
King Henry's Ambaſſadors and Sir Tho- 
mas. Moor's Friends) (c ) did alto, and 
lett behind him a learned and judicious 
Commentary de rebus memorabilibus 4n- 
gliz. This work gaind him the Repute 
of a moſt accomplith'd Antiquary in the 
opinion of F. (4) Leland, who is almoſt 
immoderate in his Praiſes. But Zum- 
phrey (e) Lhuyd (being a little diſguſted 
at his Prytannia) could only allow him 
the modeſt Character of vir nou contem- 
nende eruditionis. Cotemporary with 
theſe two, was George Lilly ( Son of Wit- 
liam Lilly the famous Grammarian,) who 
livd ſometime at Rome with Cardinal 


(a) Edit. prim. Cent. 8. cap. 43. (6) ). Pits, P. 733- 
(c) Id. p. 734. (4) De Encom, vicorum illuſtr. p. 18. 
(+) Fragment. fol. 5. a. b. 

Poot : 
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[7 1 
Pool; and publiſh'd the firſt exat (a) 
Map that ever was drawn of this Iſland. 


The chief Ornament of this King's .7obn Le 
Reign, was John Leland, his Library- land, 


Keeper and Canon of Chri/t-Church, of 
whom we ſhall have occalion to ſpeak 
more largely ( 4 ) elſewhere. Among 
the many voluminous Writings he lett 
behind him, thoſe that have any relation 
to the' general Deſcription of Fugland, 
are his {c) Itinerary in five Volumes, 
(which F. (d) Pits ſeems to have ſub- 
divided into a great many other Trea- 
tiſes) and his (e) Cygnea Cantio. The 
latter of theſe is a Poetical Piece of Flat- 
tery, or a Panegyrick on King Henry ; 


& wherein the Author brings his Swan 
S down the. River of 7, hames, trom Oxford 
T to Greenwich, deſcribing (as the paſlles 
# along) all the Towns, Caſtles and 0- 
Z ther places of Note within her view. 
# And the ancient Names of thele, being 
® ſometimes different from what the com- 

mon Herd of Writers had uſually given, 


therefore (in his Commentary on this Po- 


& em) he Alphabetically explains his Terms; 
& and by the bye, brings in a great deal of 
# theancient Geography ot this Iſland. 


— 


(a) J. Pits, p. 740. (6) Chap. 15. (c) M.S. in Bibl. 
Bodl. (4) Pag. 743, 744 (2) 4* Lond. 1545. 
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(8) 
Perſons of greateſt eminence in this 
ſort of Learning, under Queen Elizabeth, 
were Humphrey Lhuyd, John Twyne, Wit: 
liam Harriſon and William Camden. The 
firſt of theſe was born at Denbigh, where 
he afterwards pra&tisd Phyſick, and 
wrote many - excellent Treatiſes. He 
was an intimate Acquaintance of Orte- 
lias, whom he aſliſted in the Edition of 
his Ancient Geography, furnifhing him 
with Maps of E gland and Wales. And 
becauſe he therein diſagreed from the 0- 
pinions of ſome former Antiquaries, in 
the Poſition of ſeveral of the old Cities, 
Forts and Rivers, he ſent him alſo his 
(a) Commentarioli Britannice deſcriptio- 
is fragmentum ; which gives reaſons for | 
all the uncommon Aſtertions he had # 
there laid down. He ſhews in it how # 
imperfect all the accounts of this Iſland 2 
are, which we have from the Roman Þ 
Writers, and how dark, for want of a % 
little skill in the old Britiſh Language. i 
From thence he derives moſt of our anci- F 
ent Names ; and herein he is much fol- * 
low'd by Camden, as himſelf (in other 3 
matters) is a great follower of Leland. 
John Twyne (Schoolmaſter, and ſome- | 


(4) 8”. Colon. Agrip. 1572. & Anglice (Th Bre- 
visry of Britain.) 8*. London 1573. ; 


time 
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(9) 


time (a) Mayor of Canterbury) was fo 
conſiderable in Antiquities, as to deſerve 
a very high place among F. Leland's 
(4) Worthies ; and appears indeed to 
have been a man of extraordinary Know- 
ledge in the Hiſtories and Antiquities of 
this Kingdom. The only thing of his 
that's. publiſh'd is his Treatiſe (c) de re- 
bus Albionicts, Britannicis atq; Anglick : 
but his Grandlon Bryan gave ſeveral 0- 
ther of his Manuſcript ColleQions to 
Corpus Chriſti College in Oxford ; where 
they ſtill remain. William Harriſon 


( Chaplain to Sir William Brook Lord 


Warden of the Cinque Ports) with great 
Pains, and good Judgment, collected, 
A Deſcription of the Iſland of Britain, 
with a brief Rehearſal of the Nature and 
Qualities of the People of England, and 
ſuch Commodities as are to be found in the 
ſame. Which in three Books, has been 
(4) ſeveral times printed together with 
BR. Holinſhead's Chronicle. Beſides theſe, 
'tis ſaid, George Coryat (ReQtor of Od- 
combe, and Father to Tom. Coryat of fa- 
mous Memory) wrote a (e) Deſcripti- 
on of England, Scotland and Ireland, in 


(s) Athen. Oxon. vol. I. p. 160. (6) Encom. Vi 
cor. ulluſtr. p. 83. (c) 8*. Lond. 1590.'(4) Fol. Lond- 
1577 and 1587, (e) Hiſt, & Antiq. Oxon. par. ILp.14r. 


Latin 
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(16) 
Latin Verſe, which he dedicated to 
Queen Elizabeth. 

But the Glory of this Queen's Reign, 
as well as her Succeſſor's, and the Prince 
of our Engliſh Antiquaries, was Mr. 
Camden, whole Life has been. written 
at large by Dr. Smith, Mr. Wood, and 
Mr. Gibſon. So that I need not here 
mention any of its particulars. His 
Britannia is the Book which chiefly re- 
ſpeas the Subje&t of this Chapter ; and 
may honeſtly be ſtyl'd the common (a) 
Sun, whereat our modern Writers have 
all lighted their little Torches. In Za- 
tin it had many (5) Editions during the 
Life of its Author, who continually 
poliſh'd and improvd it; Twas firſt 
tranſlated into Engliſh by Philemows Hol- 
land ; who gave two (c) Editions of it 
in that Language. The former of theſe 
appearing while Mr. Camden himſelf 
was alive, I am apt to believe (with 
Tho. (d) Fuller) that many of the Addi- 
tions and Interpolations, which were 
then charg'd on the Tranſlator, might 
not only come in by the Author's own 


(s) Vid. H, Spelm. Gloff. in voce Heraldus. (6) 8". 
Lond. 1 582. 85, 87. 4*. Ib. 1590. 94. Fol. Ib. 167. (c) 
Fol: Lond. 1610, 1637. (4) Worthies of Engl. p. 128. 
um Warwickſbire. 
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Permiſſion and Conſent, but were alſo 
placed there by his Diretions, and are 
as truly his proper Work as any other 
part of the Text. But, in the ſecond, 
Holand himſelf frequently turns Anti- 
quary, taking upon him to correc, add 
and explode what he pleaſes. Theſe 
Corruptions have been all noted-in a 
late Enzliſh Edition.of the Work ; where- 
in, 'tis hoped, efeftual care has been 
taken to do the great Author all the Ho- 
nour and Juſtice he has merited from his 
Countrymen. Some early Attempts 
were made by an envious Perſon, one 
(a) Brook or Brookmonth, to blaſt the de- 
ſervedly great Reputation of this Book ; 
but they periſh'd and came to nothing ; 
as did likewiſe the. terrible Threats given 
out by Sir Symonds D. Ewes,that he would 
diſcover (4) Errors in every Page. _ As 

little to be regarded is that ſcurrillous In- 
 vedctive, which Fuller has moſt unwor- 
thily inſerted into his Church-Hiſtory : 
a Work wherein (if the Author had been 
capable of any ſuch thing) a Man would 
have expected nothing but what look'd 
like Truth and Gravity. There is now 
nodanger of his Suffering by the Injuries 


(s) Ath. Oxon, Vol. I p. 441. (6) See 4B. Uſher's 
L4tters, Pp. 496. 


done 


Cam- 
den's Re- 
"270185. 


(12 ) 
done him by Felland ; and, I think, ve- 
ry little from the (a) unskilfull Epitome 
of the Book drawn by YVitelius a Fo- 
reigner, and long ſince publiſh'd at (5) 
Amſterdam. 

To this we muſt here add another 
Work, which is now generally aſcribed 
to Mr. Camden; but at firſt carry'd on- 
ly ia its Title Page the two laſt Letters 
(M.N.) of both his Names. This is 
his Remains concerning Britain, #ts Lan- 
guages, Names, Surnames, &c. After 
'twas enlarg'd by Fohn Philipot ( Somer- 
ſet-Herald) it has had many (c) Impreſ- 
fions, and has been confidently, and 
without any Scruple, father'd upon our 
great Antiquary. There are in it a deal 
of good Colledtions touching the Lan- 
guages, Money, Surnames and Appa- 


\ rel of our Britiſh and Saxon Anceſtors : 


but his Liſt of proper Names might be 
conſiderably enlarged and correfted by 
what (4) Scottelins and (ec) Mr. Gibſon 
have written on that Subject. As for 
his Alluſions, Rebus and Anagrams, he 
himſelf fear'd they would paſs tor Feoli/þ 
Fopperies ; and I do not care for thwar- 

(s) Vid. Not. in Zlfr. mag. vit. p. 33. (6) In 125. 


1639. (c) 4*.& 8*. Lond. 1637, &c. (4) De Ling, 
Germ, lib. 5. tra, 2. (+) In Append. ad Chron. Saxon, 


ting, 
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ting, without very good reaſon, any of 
his opinions. The conceits in Impreſles, 
Apophthegms, Poems, Epigra msand Epi- 
taphs are endleſs, and therefore hardly 
worth regiſtring in a Work of this Na- 
ture. 


To our late Antiquaries, Mr. Camdey J. Speed, 


has been the ſame thing as ZZomer was 
of old to the Poets of Greece. They 
have uſually borrow'd or ſtoln their 
whole ſtock from him. F. Speed, *tis 
true, was a Perſon of extraordinary In- 
duſtry and Attainments in the Study of 
Antiquities; and ſeems not altogether 
unworthy of the Name of ſummux, & eru- 
ditus Antiquarins, given him by (a) one 
who was certainly ſo himſelf, His Maps 
are extremely well ; and make a noble 
Apparatus ( as they were deſign'd) to 
his Hiſtory. But his Deſcriptions of the 
ſeveral Counties are moſtly ſhort Ab- 
ſtracts of what Camden had ſaid before 
him, ſaving only that of Norfolk, which 
(he owns, tho' he is not always ſo civil 
to his chief Benetator) he had from 
Sir Henry Spelman: I am apt to believe 
he was not much in Sir Henry's Debt ; 
ſince 'tis likely the Yillare Angl/icum (aft- 


(s) Sheringham de Angl. Orig. p. 42. 


terwards 
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terwards publiſh'd in Sir ZZexry's Nama 
and ſaid to be compos'd by him and 
Mr. Dodeſworth) was chiefly drawn out 
of Speed's Alphabetical Tables on the 
back of his Maps. The like muſt be 
faid of Edw. Leigh's ſhott Treatiſe of (a) 
England deſcrib'd, &c. which is a ſmall 
handfull of Gleanings out of the fame 
common Field. Ot the like Complexi- 
on is a good ſhare of Fuller's (4) Wor- 
thies ; which pretends to givean account 
of the Native Commodities, Manufa- 
tures, Buildings, Proverbs, &c. of all the 
Counties of England and Wales ; as well 
as of their great men in Church and State 
tho' this latter looks like the principal 
Deſign, and makes up the greateſt part 
of the Volume. It was hudled up in 
haſt, (c) for the procurement of ſome mo- 
derate profit for the Author, tho' he did 
not live to ſee it publiſhd. It corrects 
many Miſtakes in his Ecclehaſtical Hi- 
ſtory ; but makes more new ones in 
their ſtead. The beſt things in it are the 
Catalogues of the Sheriffs; and the Liſts 
of the Gentry, as they were return'd 
from-the ſeveral Counties (twelve only 
excepted) in the 12th. year of Henry 


(# 8*. Lond. 1659. (6) Fol. Lond. 1662, (c) P. 2- 


the 
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the Sixth. His chief Author is Bale, for 
the Lives of his eminent Writers ; and 
thoſe of his greateſt Heroes are common- 
ly miſ-ſhapen Scraps, mix'd with Tattle 
and Lyes. But the boldeſt Plagiary in 
the whole pack, is R. Blome, the pre- 
tended Author of the mock (a) Britan- 
nia, or, A Geographical Deſcription of the 
Kingdoms of England, Scotland and Ire- 
land, &c. a moſt entire Piece of Theft 
out of Camden and Speed. 


Beſides theſe Volumes in print, there a4.S.Col- 
are many vaſt Bundles of ColleQions, re- le4ions. 


lating to the general Geography and An- 
tiquities of this Nation, which till re- 
main in Manuſcript ; and are the pecu- 
liar Treaſure of our publick and private 
Libraries. Such are thole of ZZ. Ferrers 
Eſq; a great Friend and Aſſiſtant to (4) 
Mr. Camden ; one large Volume where- 
of (relating to the Pedigrees of our 
Nobility and Gentry) is now in the (c) 
Heralds Office at Londoy, and others are 
{catrerd- in private hands. Many more 
of rhe like kind are referrd to by Sir 
William Dugdale : as thoſe of ( 4} R. Glo- 
ver, (e) Jo. Hanſoy, (f) S. Kniveton, 


(a) Fol. Lond. 1673. (6) Camd. Britan. in War- 
wickſbire. (c) Ath. Oxon. vol. I. pag. 504. (4) Mos 
naſt. Angl. Tom. I. p. 18. 66. 246. 851, 869, &c. 
(e) Ib.p.4i. (F) Ib. p. 50. 184. 697. 


(a) 4. 


| 
| 
Maps. 
| 


(16) 
(a) 4. Vincent, Sir (b) Hen. Spelman, 
Sit (c) R. St. George and others; and he 
has alſo left a fair number- of his own 
Compoſure, which were kindly depofi- 
ted by himſelf in his Son Aſhmole's Mu 
ſeum at Oxford. His Copartner Dodeſ- 
worth's are in Bodley's Library. 

We are likewiſe indebted to them that 
have been at the Expence of making Sur- 
veys of the whole Kingdom, in order 
to the affording us more accurate 
Maps than thoſe which had formerly 
been drawn at Random. After the uſe- 
full endeavours of Saxton and Speed, 
great Summs were expended this way 
by Seller and Morden, at whoſe charges 
ſome pilfering Interlopers have ſet up to 
vend more correft Maps of England (as 
they call them) which are in nothing 
diflerent from theirs, but in ſome few 
changes of the Bearings of Towns, new 
Currents of Rivers, &c. all of the fame 
value, and diſcover'd by the ſame Art, 
with the Painter's Wife's Iſland. Mr, 
Adams's large Map, with the ContraQi- 
on of it afterwards mult alſo be acknow- 
ledg'd to be done with good Pains, 
Judgment and Exactneſs. * 1 were to be 


(2) Ibid. p. 85. (6) Ibid. p. 70. 154. 298.449. 506. 
(c) Ibid. p. 78. 196. 624. 
wiſh'd 
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wiſh'd his Index (a) Yilaris had no more 
Errors nor Omillions in it: but we are 
not without hopes, but that the mighty 
Improvements which have been made 
upon this, by the Induſtrious and Learn- 
ed Mr. (4) Aubrey, may ſhortly be 
publiſhed. y 


The Natural Hiſtory of Egland was Natural 
a thing never dream'd on till rhe Viſ- Eiftory. 


count of St. Albans ( Sir Francis Bacon) 
began to publiſh his own Diſcoveries in 
Experimental Philoſophy ; and, by his 
great Example and Succeſs, ſet ſome lee 
ſer Heads a working. Twas this great 
Man who firſt (c) obſerved to our Ex- 
g/ijþ Philoſophers, that we wanted two 
/parts in three of a juſt Natural Hiſtory ; 
which he calls Expatiatio Nature & Ars, 
Under the former he ranks all the un- 
couth and uncommon Occurrences in 
Simple Nature; and, under the other, 
her ſeveral Modifications (and the ma- 
ny Uſeful and Inſtruftive Diſcoveries 
that are made of Her) in Arts Mechani- 
cal. And yet what is it ( upon the 
whole) that we have hitherto had on 
either of theſe Subjeds 2 Dr. Childrey's 


(s) Fol. Lond. 1680. (6) MS. in Muſeo Aſhmol. 
Oxon, (c) De Augment. Scient. Lib. 2. Cap. 2. 


C (4) Bris 
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a) Britannia Baconica does promiſe an 
Hiſtorical Account of the Natural Rare 
ties of England, Scotland and Wales; 
with Obſervations and Deductions an- 
ſwerable to the Rules laid down by the 
Lord Bacon: But his Volume (not to 
ſay a hard thing of him) is manifeſtly 
too ſmall tor the-performance. Sir Hugh 
Platt's (b) Fewel Houſe, and Dr. Mer- 


ret's (c) Pinax are allo rather ſhort Ca- i 


talogues of our Natural Curioſities, than 
juſt Treatiſes upon 'em: For no ſuch 
thing has yet appeard. We have in» 
deed a pretty good ſtock of Materials to- 
wards the raiſing of ſuch a Fabrick ; if 
we could but meet with a Judicious and 
Daring Architet, The late Honourable 
and Famous Mr. Boyle has (in ſeveral of 


his Trafts) made large Diſcoveries of | 


L# 


the Nature of our Froſts, Snow, Hail | 


and other Meteors. Our flying and 
creeping Inſes have been carctully mar- 


ſhall'd and examin'd by Dr. (4) Liſter ; 
who alſo has notably inform'd us of the ® 
molt abltruſe Phenomena in our Springs 
and (e) Mineral Waters (as Dr. Plott 


(a) 8*. Lond. 1661, (6) 4*. Lond. 1652. (c) 85. 
Lond. 1665. (4) Tratt, de Aran. & Not. in Goedarr. 
(-) De Fontibus Medicat. Angl. 8*, Lond 1684. 
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likewiſe i 
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| (i9) 
likewiſe has (a) done) and has reduce 
our Land and &) S-a-ſhells into the bell 
Claſſes that are any where extant, Out 
(c) Fowl, (d) Fiſh, and Ce) Quadrupeds 
are well Tribd by Mr. #/7{lughhy- and 
Mr. Ray. Our Earths, Mctals, and other 
Follils, have been enquir'd into by (f ) 
Mr. Webſter, and others. Our form'd 
Stones, which have been ſtrangely neg- 
[etcd by the Naturaliſts of former Ages, 
will (we hope) ſhortly be very through- 
ly and fatisfaQori!y treated on by the Ia- 
genious Dr. Woodward; who, by what 
he hasalready (pg) publiſh'd on that Sub- 
jeR, has rather rais'd our Expectations 


than removd our Doubts. We likewiſe 


expect a deal of Information, in theſe 
amuſing Curioſities, from the Learned 
Mr. Edward Lhwyd, who has Abilities 
ſufficient to go through with any .Un- 
dertaking, wherein his ungular Modelty 
will ailow him to engage. Mr. Beau» 
mont ought allo 'to be reminded of the 
thoughts he once had or (hb) ſetting forth 


(a) De Orig. Fontium. 8”. Oxon. 1685. (5) Hift. 
Conchyliorume Fol. Lond. 1685. 85. &c. ad 1691. 
(c) Wilughbys Ornithology. Fol. Lond. 1678. (4) His 
Icthyology. Fol. Oxon. (e) Joh. Raii Synoplis A- 
nim. &c. 8*, Lond. 1693. (f) Merallographia. 4*. 
Lond. 1671. (g) Nat. Hiſt. of che Earth 8*. Lond. 
1695. (4) Conlid. on the Theory cf the Earth. p. 4. 
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a particular Traft to this purpoſe: No 
Man being better qualify'd for ſuch a 
performance, Mr. Ray has put our Bo- 
taniſts upon daily ſearches after new 
Plants; ſince his (a) Syzopfis has told 
them what numerous Diſcoveries have 
been lately made by Mr. Lhwyd in Wales, 
Mr. Lawſox in the Northern Counties of. 
England, &c. The like Encouragements 
our Naturaliſts have from his (and Mr, 
Willughby's) Ornithology to make fur- 
ther Enquiries after the many hitherto 
undiſcover'd Species of Birds ; ſince 'tis 
eaſily obſervable, that the Authors of 
that Work having had the greateſt Aſſi- 
ſtance from Mr. Johnſon and Mr. Feſſop 
(both Torkſhire Men) there are in it 
more Diſcoveries of new kinds from the 
North than any other Quarter of the 
Kingdom. To all theſe muſt be added 
the many Ingenious Informations com- 
municated, trom moſt parts of the Na- 
tion, in our Philoſophical TranſaRions ; 
eſpecially from .ſome of the forementi- 
oned chief Naturaliſts of this Age, Dr. 
Plott, Dr. Liſter; and Mr, Ray. 

Some general Accounts have been gi- 
ven of our Exoliſh Policy and Frame of 


— 


(a) Synopſis Method. 8*. Lond. 1690, 
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Government; wherein our Hiſtorian 
ought to be well vers'd and converſant ; 
eſpecially in thoſe that are writt-n by 
Stateſmen, and ſuch as may be pre- 
ſum'd to have well underſtood the Af- 
fairs they treat on. Sir Thomas Smith's 
(a) Commonwealth of England has met 
with good Applauſe ; having been *fre- 
quently printed both in Eng and La- 


. tin, There was alſo another ſmall Trea- 


tiſe (entituld, 7he Authority, Form and 
Manner of holding Parliaments) lately 
(b) publiſh'd in his Name : but ſome 
have queſtion'd whether it be rightly 
father'd. Upon this latter Subje& we 
have a printed Account of the Opinion 
of Mr. Camden (c) ;, together with thoſe 
of F. Doderidge, Arthur Agard and Fran- 
cis Tate. Sir Walter Raleigh has like- 
wiſe written (as he uled to do on all 
other Subjets) moſt judiciouſly and (4) 1- 
cutely upon the_ Prerogatives of our 
Parliaments ; .and Sir Robert Cotton's 
(e) Poſthuma are full of Learning on 
the fame Topick. Dr. Chamberlain's 
preſent ſtate of. Eng/and has been fo well 


(s) Firſt publiſh'd in Engliſh 4*. Lond. 1583. (6) 89. 
Lond. 1685. (c ) High Court of Parliament. 8*. 
Lond: 1658. (4) Vid. Hen. Spelny, Glofl. pag. 451. 
(e) 8*. Lond. 167g. 
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receiv'd, as to admit of a new Edition 
almoſt: yearly ever fince *twas (a) firſt 
publiſh'd. It has been indced,. of late, 
very courſly treated by a nameleſs Scrib- 
ler of Obſervations on the Times : But he 
ſeems to have- been hird\to the Drudge- 
ry of penning ſuch unmannerly Reflecti- 
ons, by a Gentleman who had newly 
publiſh'd. another Book (much fuller of 
Miſtakes) under the like Title. 

As to what concerns our Nobility and 
Gentry, al! that-.come within either of 
thoſe Lilts, will allow that Mr, Se/den's 
(B) Titles of Flonoar ought fir to be 
well perusd ; for the gaining of a gene- 
ral Notion of the Diſtinction of! Degrees 
from an Emperour down to a Country- 
Gentleman : And, aſter tliis, the three 
Volumes of Sir Witkiam Dugdale's (c) Ba- 
ronage of England ; which gives an Ac- 
count of the Lives and Prowels of all 
our Erng/i/þ Nobility, from the coming 
in of the Saxons down to the Year 1676. 
Whatever relates to the Knights of the 
moſt Noble Order of the Garter is com- 
pletely ſhewn us by Mr. 4/mole, ih 
his molt elaborate and perfect (4) Work 
on that Subject. For inferiour Ranks 


(a) 8*. Lond. 1668. (6) Fol. Lond. 1672. (4) Fol. 
Lend. 1675, & 1676. (4) Fol. Lond. 1672, 


Herallry 
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we have *em in the Books of Heraldry 
that have been publiſhid by Whyrley, 
Brooks, Vincent, Dugdale, and (eſpecial- 
lv) Guilim; of the (a) two lift Editions 
of whoſe Book "tis. obſerv'd, that R. 
Blome has ſo diſguis'd and ſpoil'd it, that 
if the Author, or Authors, of it were li- 
wing they could ſcarce know it. What is 
mitting in theſe will be abundantly ſup- 
plyd our of the great Treaſury of MS. 
Colle&ions in the Heraids Office at Lon- 
don ; wherein are innumerable Inſcriptt- 
ons, Arms, Epitaphs, Pedigrees, Lii's 
of Precedence at Coronations and Fune- 
rals, &c. 


(s) Fol. Lond. 1660, & 1679. 


( 24) 
CHAP. Il. 


Of particular Deſcriptions of Counties 
with their Cities and great Towns. 


bs $ IS fo much the general Humour 
of Mankind to be fond of their 
Native Soil, and Places of chief Refi- 
dence and Abode, that Hiſtorians mult 
not pretend to be ſo far of a different 
Compoſition from their Neighbours as 
not to be ſubject ro the common Frailty. 


They are as liable to diſcover their Do- : 


tage, in this Particular, as other ordi- 
nary Mortitls ; and thence it comes that 
Txgulfus's Hiſtory is fo full of Crowland, 
W. Neubrigenſis's of Torkſhire, M. Paris's 
of St. Albans, &c. whenever any ſha» 
dow of an opportunity is offter'd. *Tis 
from the ſame Principle that we have 
few Counties in Eng/and whoſe Records 
have not been caretuily ſought out, and 
Endeavours uſed to preſerve them, by 
ſome of their Sons; who have uſually 
prov'd.more happy inſuch Undertakings 
(as having gone about them with moſt 
hearty Zeal and Application) than any 


of 


. te 0 
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of our more general Writers. Thoſe that 
I have met with of this kind are here 
drawn into Order and Rank ; according 
to the following Alphabetical Lilts of 
our ſeveral Counties. 


BARKSHIRE has not hitherto, that Berks. 

I know of, had its general Antiquities 
(nor its Natural Hiſtory) colledted by a- 
ny Body. Only, the Caſtle and Cha» 
pel of Windſor have been at large treated 
on by the excellent Pen of Elias Aſh- 
mole Eſquire, in his Hiſtory of the Knights 
of the Garter, before mentiond. 


BEDFORDSHIRE is under the like Bedford. 
Misfortune ; tho the Hiſtory of Dun/ta- 
Ble (of which in its proper place) and 
other Records are not wanting, to fur- 
niſh out Materials for fuch a Work. 


BUCKINGFTAMS HIRE has had the Bucks. 
happineſs to have ſome of .its Borders 
(about Ambroſden, &c.) curiouſly de- 
{cribd, and its Antiquitics preſery'd, by 
the Ingenious (a) Mr. Xennet. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE, A little: of cam. 
both the Natural Hiſtory and Antiqui- bridge. 


 (s) 45. Oxon, 1695, 


ties 


Cheſter, 
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ties of this County is touch'd on by Sir 


William Dugdale, in his Hiſtory of the 


(a) Imbanking and Dreining of divers 
Fenns and Marſhes both in Foreign Parts 
and jn this Kingdom. Dr. Hickes, in the 
Appendix to his ( þ ) Saxoz Grammar 
mentions a Manuſcript in Sir John Cot- 
tons Library (entitul'd, Stateta de Gild?d 
quadam in Cantabrigia) which ſeems to 
relate to the Town of Cambridge. The 
Writers upon the Afﬀairs of the Univer- 
ſity beiong to {c) another place. 


CHESHIRE was long fince deſcrib'd 
by Lucias, a Monk, ſoon after the Con- 
queſt ; whoſe Work is cited by (4) Cam- 
den, as a piece of great Rarity and good 
Value. S. Erdeſwick ( the great Anti- 
quary of Staffordſhire ) ſeems to have 


written alſo fomerhing of the Hiſtory of 


this County ; as is intimated by his MS. 
Book in the hands of ſeveral Gentlemen 
of Staffordſhire, which bcgins thus ; 
(e) Having diſpoſed with my ſelf to take 
a further View of the Shires of Statftord- 
ſhire aud Cheſter, &c. A third Deſcrip- 
tion of this County (Geographical and 


(a) Fol. Lond. 1662. (6) Pag. 13t. (c) _ 11. 
(4) Pritan, in Cheſh: (e) Athen. Oxon. Vol. I 
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Hiſtorical ) was' written by W. Smith, 
Rowige-dragon Purſvivant ar Arms, and 
left in the hands of Sir Ranal[ph Crew, 
ſometimes Lord Chicf Juſtice of the 
King's Bench ; whoſe Grandchild (Sr R, 
Crew) afterwards publiſh d it. A Fourth 
was compil'd by W. Webb M. A. and 
ſometime Town:Clerk of Che/ter ; which 
was thought worthy the publiſhing by 
that Judicious Antiquary Sir Simon Ar- 
cher of Tamworth. Theſe two lait were 
afrerwards printed together (under the 
Title of (a) The Yale Royal of England) 
by Daniel King ; who took care to have 
the Work beautify'd with, feveral Cuts 
of Heraldry.and Topography. The Ac- 
counts given of this Xing by (4) Mr. Ful- 
ler and the (c) Oxford Antiquary are ve- 
ry widely different : So that whether-he 
was Lux Patrig, as the former. Styles 
him, or (in the others plain Engliſh; a 


filly Fellow and an errant Knave, I know 


not. Sir Peter (d) Leiceſ/ter's Hiſtorical 
Antiquities-wers alſo (no doubt) chiefly 
intended to do Honour to this County : 
For tho' the firſt Book pretends to treat 
of the general Afﬀtairs of Great Britain 


(a) Fol. Lond. 1656. (5) Worthies of Engl. pag, 
184. in Cheſb. (c) Athen. Oxon. Vol. II. p.463. (4) Fol. 
Lond, 1673. 


and 


| ( 28 ) 
and Ireland, its true Deſign was to In- 
troduce (what alene comes to be han- 
dled in the Second) the Antiquities of 
Cheſhire, and chiefly of Bucklow Hun- 
dred. The Conteſts which hereupon hap- 
pen'd 'twixt Sir Peter and (his Kinſman ) 
dir 7 homas Manwaring are not worth the 
remembring, as belonging rather to the 
Men of the Law than Hiſtory. There's 
arr old MS. Hiſtory of the Earldom of 
Cheſter quoted ( out of Bennet-Library ) 
by Mr. (a) Selden; the ſumm whereof, I 
imagine, has been publiſh d by Judge 
Doderidge, in the Hiſtory he (þ) wrote 
of the Ancient and Modern . Eſtate of 
this Earldom, together with that of the 
Principality of Wales and Dutchy of 
Cornwal/, Tn this Treatiſe Sir Fohn, with 
a great deal of Induſtry and Exactneſs, 
calculates the ancient and preſent Reve- 


nues of this Palatinate ; but is not ſo cu- . 


rious in clearing up its original Hiſtory, 
This Defect is * An very much ſupply'd 
by the Labours of the lace (c) Ingenious 
Mr. Harrington; who has left behind 
him ſeveral excellent Remarks on that 
Subject, together with other good Col- 
Ieions relating .to the Antiquities of 


—_— — 


(8) Titles of _—_ 729. (6) 4*. Lond. 1630, 
(c) See Camd. Brit. N, E. p. 566. hi 
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this County. Several Books (lays (a) John 
Pits) were written by ZZenry Bradſhaw 
(a Benedidtine Monk, who did 4. D. 
1513 ) De Antiquitate & Magnificentid 
©rbis Ceſtrie: All which, I am apt to 
believe, are ſwallow'd up by (another 
Work, fays that Gentleman) His Life of 
St. Werburg; which is ſtill to be had in 
ſeveral of our Libraries. 


CORNWALL. The Survey of this Cornwall, 


County is ſo exaQtly taken by (6) R. Ca- 
rew Eſquire, that there will be only occa- 
fon for Poſterity carefully to continue 
a Work ſo excellently begun; and to 
which Mr. Camden acknowledges himſelf 


- indebted for the chief Light he had in 


theſe parts. "This Book, with large Ad- 
ditions, is now in the poſſeſſion of Mr. 
Chiſwell, Bookſeller in London; who 
may probably, e're long, oblige us with 
a new Edition. There is alſo an Hiſto- 
rical Account of this County in MS. 
pen'd by F. Norden (who Mr. Camden 
(c) tells us, did ſometime travel in- 
to this part of the Kingdom) jn the 
hands of the Learned Dr. Gale. Sir 
John Doderidges Hiſtory of the Dut- 


(=) Pag. 690. (6) 4*. Lond. 1602. (c) Camd. E- 
pift. p. 72. 


chy 


Cumber= 
land. 


Derby. 


Fs * 
chy has been already mention'd in Che» 


ſhire. 
CUMBERLAND, There's a Manu- 


_ ſcript Deſcription of this County (written 


by one Mr. Denton of Cardew, abcut 5.0 
or 60 Years agoe) which ſeems to be 


done with good Care and Judgment ; 


Copies whereof are in the hands of ſe- 
veral of the Gentry. It chiefly treats of 
Families, Pedigrees, Conveyances of E- 
ſtates and Mannors, &c. but occaſional- 
ly handles ſome other Antiquities, of a 
more general Nature and higher Date. 
Some Obſervations have alſo been made 
lately, relating to the Natural Hiſtory 
of Cumberland ; which may very pro- 
bably, e're long, come into as many 
hands. The Antiquities of the City of 
Carliſle are colleted by Dr. H. Todd, 
Prebendary of that Church; and are 
now {or ſhould be) in the poſleflion of 
the Mayor and Aldermen. 


DERBTSHIRE. The Mines of this 
County ſhould (methinks) invite ſome 
of our Inquifirive Naturaliſts to give 
us as particular an Account of the Me- 
tals and Minerals, as Ed. Manlow (ſome- 


times Steward of the Works) has done 
of 
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of the Miners, in his Book entituled, 
(a) Cuſtoms of the ( b) Barge- Moot-Court ; 
which has been improev'd by 7. Hongh- 
ton in his (c) Col/eftion of the Laws, Li- 
berties, &c. of the Mines and Miners of 
Derbyſhire. I thould alſo think the 
Wonders of the Peak are as proper a 


Sabject for a Philoſopher ro write on 1n 


Proſe, as they can be for the molt ex- 
alted Poetry of either {4) Mr. /obbs or 
(e) Mr. Cotton ; and that Buxton-Wells 
deſerve a better Deſcriber than Antiqua- 


ted (f) John Jones. 


DEVONSHIRE. 
roner, 1s reported to have written a De- 
ſcription of Devonſhire ; the Manuſcript 
whereof is all along quated by 7ho. Ful- 
ler (in his Worthies) when he comes ro 
treat of that County ; tho' he ſays no-» 
thing of him amonglt its Writers. 7ho. 
Riſdon's Survey or Chorographical Deſcrip- 
tion of Devonihire, continues likewiſe in 
MS. though Copies of it are no rare 
Matters among the Gentry of that 
County. ”Tis faid one (eg) Weſtcote 


(#) 8*, Lond. 1653. (6) Berge-moot is the truer 
Writing. (c) 12% Lond. 1687. (4) De Mirabilibas 
Pecci. 4*. Lond. 1666. (e) 4*. Lond. 16g1. (f ) 8*. 
Lond. 1572. (g) Athen. Oxon. Vol I. p. 517. 


cither 


- Northcot Ba- Devon, 


 compos'd by Riſdon. 


Dorſet. 


Durham, 
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either wrote another Survey ; or, at 
leaſt, had a hand in that which was 
I wiſh this Weſt- 
cote be not the ſame Man with Dr. Ful- 
ters Nerthcote : for' he's often further 
miſtaken than from Weſt to North, The 
Remarkable Antiquities of the City of 
Exeter were publith'd by (a) Richard I, 
2aac ; but (as a (4) worthy Perſon ob- 
ſerves) the Book is a dry ColleRion, and 


full of Miſtakes; there being nothing 


(worth the peruſal) which had not been 
before remark'd in F. Zooker's Deſcripti- 
on, Reprinted in ZZolznſhead's Chro- 
nicle. 


DORSETSHIRE. Unleſs Mr. Etrick 
(who oblig'd the late Publiſher of the 
Britannia with ſome of his Remarks) 
will furniſh us with the Antiquities of 
this County, I cannot tell from what 
Quarter we are to expect them. 


DURHAM. The ColleQtions made 
by Mr. Mickleton are perhaps the only 
Papers extant. which treat of the Civil 
Aﬀairs of this County, as diſtin& from 
the Eccleſiaſtical ; and indeed (conſide- 


(s) 8*.Lond. 1681. (5) Wh. Kennet”: Life of Somn. 
Pag. 20: 
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ring the whole was anciently, and the 
orcateſt part is ſtill, the Church's Patri» 
mony ) the matter is not much to be 
wonder'd at, The City of Durham is des 
ſcrib'd in a MS. old Engliſh (or Saxon) 
Poem, in (a) Sr. John Cotton's Library: 


ESSEX. There isa Report of F:Nbr- 
dens having written - a Survey of *this 
County ( a thin Folio MS. in Sr. Edm. 
Turner's Library) and that Mr. Strayg- 
man has attempted the Collection" of 1ts 
Antiquities : But (whatever their :Per- 
formances may. have been) we have 
cauſe to hope for good things, on that 


Subje, very ſhortly from Mr. O#/ley; - 


who has given a Specimen of his Work 
in what he has communicated in the 
New Edition of Camden. The Deſerip- 
tion of Harwich with all its Appurtenan- 
ces and Antiquities was written bv Silas 
Taylor ( Author of the Hiſtory of Gavel 
kind) who was Store-keeper at that Port, 
A. D. 1665. The Book was never Prin- 
ted; and where tis to be had in Manu- 
ſcript my ($) Author does not inform 
me. 


Eſſex, 


 GLOCESTERSHIRE. Whether the Glecefter. 


(s) Vitellius, D. 20. (6) Arh. Oxoni. vol. II. p. 465. 
Chro« 
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Chronicon Clandioceſtrie (written by (a) 
Andrew Horn, a ſupposd *Citizen of 
Gloceſter , God knows when ) ſpeaks 
wholly, 'or at all, of the Afairs of this 
County, is mighty uncertain : But we 
are pretty ſure that (4) Sr. Matthew 
Haks made large Collefiors to that 
purpoſe, tho he did not live to fit 
them fos the Prefs. Propoſals were alſo 
(c) long ſince Publiſh'd tor Printing the 
Antiquities of Gloceſterſhire by Mr. Abel 
Wantner ; «who, meeting with the Dif- 
couragements that are Common in that 
Caſe (an untoward Recompence for a 
Gentleman's twelve years pains and flu- 
dy) was content to enjoy the Fruits of 
his Labour himſelf, the Publick not ad- 


mitting of his Services. The City of | 


Ghoceſfter's Military Government has been 
accounted for by (4) John Corbet ; and 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Miners 
in the Foreſt of Deax by an (e) Anony- 
mous Writer, 


HAMPSHIRE.- The County is yet 
undefcrib'd : But a Deſcription of the 
City of Wincheſter, with an Hiſtorical 


(a). Pits, p. 823. (8) See his Life, by Dr. Burnet. 
jc ig D. 1683. (4) 8vo Lond. 1651. (e) 1:mo Lond. 
1997, 


. Rela* 
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Relation of divers Memorable Occurren- 
ces touching the ſame, is faid to have 
been written by (a) John Truſſe! ; who 
was himſelf ſometime Alderman of 
that City, and continu'd+ S. Daniel's Hi- 
ſtory. I gueſs it to be too Voluminous 
to appearin'Print , rather than (as (5) 
Mr. Xennet preſumes it) too imperfect. 
Something, to the ſame purpoſe, was 
likewiſe written by Dr. Bettes; whoſe 
Book is ſtill in MS. As are alſo, I ſuppoſe, 
Mr. Butler's Remarks on the Monu- 
ments in this ancient City. A General 
Survey of the Iſle of Wight (part of this 
County ) was written by (c) Sr. Francis 
Knolls, Knight of the Garter and Privy- 
Counſellour to Queen Elizabeth : a Ma- 
nuſcript Copy whereof was in the Li- 
brary ofthe late Earl of Ang/efey. There 
is alſo a (4) Fragment (ot 17. Quarto 
Pages) Entituld Antiquitates Inſale 
Veite, in Bodley's Library, among the 
MSS. of Richard Fames(Fellow of C.C.C, 
in Oxford) an eminent Antiquary ; who 
dy'd, at Sr. 7ho. Cotton's in Weſtminſter, 
A. D. 1638, 


(s) Ath. Oxon. vol. I.p. 380. (6) Life of Somn. p. 
21, (c) Ath. Oxon. vol. I. p. 248. (4) 18. ib. p. 525. 
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.- HL ART FORDS HIRE. A(a) Choro- 
graphical Deſcription of this Country 
was publiſhed by Fohn Norden; Gentle- 
man ; whom we ſhall again meet with 
in Kent and Middleſex, as we have had 
already occaſion to mention him in other 
Counties. But 'tis hop'd his Enquiries 
will be infinitely outdone by Sr. Zenry 
Chauncey Kt. Serjeant at Law ; whoſe 
Antiquities we are grecdily expeCting to 


 ſeePubliſh'd. 


FÞERE FORDS HIRE. Silas Taylor (be- 
fotemention'd, in Eſſex) ſpent four years | 
in collecting the Antiquities, Pedigrees, ÞF 
Epitaphs, &c. of this County ; and his | 
Papers were lateſy (perhaps, now are) 
in the hands of Sr. Edward Harley of | 
Brompton-Brian. The (b) Ranſack he |} 
made, during the times of Uſurpation, * 
in the Libraries of the C athedral Chur- +» 
ches of Hereford and Worceſter, might © 
furniſh him with a greater plenty of Ma- 
terials than (it may be) a man will eaſi- 
ly meet with at this Day : and therefore {| 
his ColleRions are jultly recommended | 
as a good (c) Apparatus for any that 
{hall hereafter write on the ſame Subject. 


——_ 


(a) 4* Lond. 1593. (6) Athen. Oxon. vol. II. p. 46s. 
( Hiſt. & Antiq. Oxon. Part. Il p. 368. 
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HUNTINGDONS HIRE. Sr. Robert Hunting- 
Cotton is reported to have (a) written 402. 


chat Deſcription which Fohn Speed has 
publith'd of rltis County. 


KENT. Let this be obſervd for the Kent. 


Flonour of Kent (ſays an ( b) Ingenious 
and Learned Gentleman, Native ot this 
County ) that while other Counties ( aud 
but few of them) have met with ſingle 
Pens to give the Hiſtory and Deſcription 
of them ; ours has had no leſs than four 
Writers to celebrate the Glories of it, 
Lambard, Somaner, Kilburn, and Phil- 
pot. He will nor, I Hope, take it ill, 
if weenlarge the Catalogue. Both Bale 
and Pzts expreisly reckon the 7tinera- 
rium Cantie among John Leland's Com- 
poſures ; ſo that I thould think he be- 
ſtow'd ſomething of more care than or- 
dinary in diſpoſing the Remarks he made 
on this County. W. Lambard's Peram- 
bulation of Xent was indeed the firſt Ac« 
count which was +(c) publith'd ; and it 
was not only highly applauded by Cam- 
den, and other TChiet Judges of ſuch 


(a) Tho. Fuller”, Ch. Hift. lib. 6. p. 295. & Hiſt. 
of Waltham. p. 12. (6) Kennet's Lite of Somn. p. 38. 
(c) 4* Lond. 1570. 
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Matters, but gave the hint to many 
more Men of Learning to endeavour the 
like Services - for their ſeveral Counties. 
"Twas not well approv'd by the Gentle- 
men of the Rowan Communion. Ret- 
er (a), particularly , cenſures it as a 
Work undertaken and carry d on with 
a Deſign to expoſe the Lewdnefles and 
Debaucherics of the late Inhabitants cf 
the Monaſteries of that County; in de- 
{cribing whereof (he thinks many things 
are ſpitefully miſrepreſented. Mr. Som- 
xer(b), it appears ,tully purpos'd to have 
' given us the Antiquities of the whole 
County ; and had certainly made very 
great Progreſs towards the com} leting 
the Work, as appears by his Manuſcripts 
now in the Library of the Cathedral 
Church of Canterbury. "Tis not doubted 
but he would mightily have enlarg'd 
W. Lambard's Perambulation; and he 
gives us ſome Specimen of his Deſign to 
corred alſo his Errors, by marking ſuch 
as came in his way in ſome of his (#) 
Treatiſes already publiſh'd. However, 
we 'are not wholly depriv'd of thisgreat 
Work, ſome part of it having been lately 


(a) Apoſt.:Bened, in Angl. p. 162. (6) Kennet's 
Life of Somn. p. 33, 34, 35- (c) Antiq. of Canterb. 
P. 77, 88, 381, 


publiſh'd 


(39) 
publiſh'd under the Title of (a) 4 Trea- 
tiſe of the Roman Ports and Forts in 
Kent; wherein ( and in Mr. Gibſon s 
Notes upon it) we have as entire a Dif- 
courſe as we could wiſh for on that Sub- 
jet; refifying a great many millakes in 
Camden, Lambard, Philpot, &c. and dif- 
covering the true Situation of thoſe an- 
cient Places. Philpot's (b) YVillare Cantia- 
num was not written by Thomas Fhilpot, 
whoſe name it bears, but by (his Father) 
John, Somerſet Herald ; who is only 
own'd to be Author of the Additional 
Hiſtory of the High Sheriffs of the Coun- 
ty : And, what Faith (a Learned (c) 
Countreyman of his puts the Queſtion 
in my Mouth) can begiven to him that 
could afford to rob his own Father of 
the credit of his Book. Xilburn's (d) Sur- 
vey of Kent (you may take (e) Mr. Xen» 
net's word for it) is all Modern and Su- 
perficial. Another Survey of the Coun- 
 ty(in proportion to the reſt of the ſame 
Author's) was drawn by John Norden ; 
which none have hitherto chought worth 
the handing to the Preſs, and few have 
reckon'd ſo conſiderable as to mention 


(0) 8*. Oxon, 1693. (6) Fol. Lond. 1659. & 1664. 
(c) Kennet”s Life of Somn. p. 37, 38. (4) 4*. Lond. 1659, 
(e) Life of Somn. p. 37. 
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' it. To theſe, 1 think, we may add John | 


Weevers (a) Funeral Monuments ; a 
great ſhare of'em having been collected 
inthe Dioceſes of Canterbaryand Rocheſter. 
But let the Reader never forget the Re- 
mark made on him by (4) Mr. Wharton; 
that he has moſt ſcandalouſly miitaken 
the Numeral Letters and Figures in moſt 
of the Inſcriptions he tranſcrib'd : which 
makes it hazardous for an Antiquary ta 
rely upon his Authority, Both Mr. 
Somner's Excellent (c) Treatiſe of Gavel» 
kind, and Silas Taylor's (d, Hiſtory of 
the ſame,ought alſo to be-referr'd to the 
Catalogue of this County's Hiſtorians 
and Antiquaries; as explaining an an- 
cient Cuſtom, whereof there are now 
hardly any Remains elſewhere within 
the King's: Dominions. The Hiſtory of 
the City of Canterbury ſeems to have 
been penn'd long ſince by Wi. Giling- 
ham, a Benediftine Monk of that place ; 
who is (e) faid to have written De Rebus 
Cantuarienſtbus , about the year 1390, 
John Twyne (f) mentions ſome Colle- 
Ctions that he had made tending to Illu- 
ſlrate the Antiquities of this City ; But 


— -—— —C 


(s) Fol. Lond. 1631. (6) Ang]. Sacr. Par. I. p. 668. 
(e) ef. Lond. 1660. (4) 4*. Lond. 1663. (e) Jo. Pits, 
P. 552. (;f) Comment. deReb. Albion. | 


Mr. 
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Mr. Somner aſſures us he could no more 
meet with them than with thoſe of 7ho. 
Spott,mention'd by Bale.But its everlaſt- 
ing Monument is W. Somner's(a ) Antiqui- 
ties of Canterbury; or,a Survey of that an- 
cient City with its Suburbs and Cathedral: 
A work which ſecur'd the Honour of all 
that the Title-page mentions from the 
Levelling Fury and Madneſs of the Time 
wherein 'twas publilh'd, and is deſerved- 
ly recommended (both by the (5) Au- 
thor's Enemies and Friends) as a Piece 
molt exquiſitely Perfedt in its kind, A» 
mong(t his Manuſcripts at Canterbury, 
this Book may be ſcen interleav'd, with 
large Additions in the Author's own 
Hand-writing. The Spaw-waters at 7un- 
bridge are treated on by Lod. Rowzee and 
P. Madan, MM. DD. And the Chroni- 
cle of Rocheſter (colleted chiefly from 
the Textus Roffenſis, mention'd elſe- 
where ) is written by Edm. Bedenham 
Eſq. MS. 


LANCASHIRE, A few years ago 7 yg. 
Dr. R. Xeurden ſent out Propoſals for the ſer, 


Printing his Brigantia Lancaſtrienfis Re- 
flaurata, or, a Hiſtory of the Honoura- 


(a) 4*. Lond. 1640, (6) Kennet's Life of Somn. 
pag. 19. wr: 


ble 
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ble Dukedom or County Palatine of Lan- 
_ caſter : which (he told us) was compos'd, 
and laid ready for the Preſs, in Five Vo- 
lomes. I know not how the Deſign 
came to miſcarry ; but do imagine that 
the vaſtneſs of the Undertaking {Jacken'd 
its Pace. *Twere to be wiſh'd the Indu- 
ſtrious Author would oblige us with an 
Abſtra& of ſuch Diſcoveries in it as are 
purely New to us, and his own. There 
can hardly be any danger of his meeting 
with better Encouragement and Succeſs 
upon ſuch a freſh Attempt : whereas it 
could not well prove otherwiſe than a 
very cloying Method to propoſe the ta» 
king off a Volume or two of General Pre- 
Iiminaries, before we came at (the main 
buſineſs) the Antiquities of Lancaſhire, 
Some particulars relating to the Antiqui- 
ties of the Northern Parts of this County 
were communicated, to the undertaker 
of the new (a) Edition of Camden, by 
Sr. Dan. Fleming Kt. who is a Perſon of 
great Curioſity and Judgment in theſe 
Matters, and has made much larger 
ColleQions than could be brought with» 
in ſo ſmall a Compaſs as the Nature of 
that work would admit of. Its Natu» 


(s) Briran. Camd. N,. E, p. 802. 


ral 
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ral Hiſtory (I am told) is compiled by 
Dr. Charles Leigh; who has already gi- 
ven us good earnelt of his Abilities, ſuit- 
able to the Undertaking, in his (a) Phthi- 
frologia Lancaſtrienſis ; cui acceſſit Tenta» 
men Philoſophicum de Mineralibus Aquis 
in eodem Comitatu Obſervatis. To which 
may . be added Dr. Edm. Burlace's (b) 
Latham S$paw, with ſome Remarkable 
Caſes and Cures effeted by it ; and (c) 
a ſhort Treatiſe touching the manner of 
making Salt of Sea-ſand in this County. *' 
The Town of Mancheſter has its particu- 
lar Hiſtory written by one Richard Hol- 
lingworth, an ative Presbyterian Prea- 
cher in the beginning of our Civil Wars : 
which may be ſeen in MS. in their Col- 
lege Library. 


LEICESTERSHIRE is nobly De- Leiceſtey 


{ſcribed by Wiliam Burton Eſq; a native 
of this County,and Barriſter at Law. His 
(4) Deſcription runs in an Alphabetical 
Order of the Villages; and his Method 
has been obſerv'd by many more that 
have fince endeavour'd the like ſervices 
for other Counties. The Work conſiſts 
chiefly of Deſcents, Pedigrees and Moot- 

8s) 8* . 1694. 2 oO. (c) Ray 
fog dp oy ne wt 
Caſes : 


Lincols. 


» 
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Caſes: But the Author was afterwards 
ſenſibleof its main Detect, and therefore 
very much enlarg'd and enrich'd it with 
an Addition of Roman, Saxon and other 
Antiquities. This appears from his own 
Letter to Sr. Robert Cotton, ſtill extant ; 
and the Book it ſelf, thus improv'd, is 
(a) faid to have been lately in the poſleſ- 
ſion of Walter Chetwind, 5t Ingeſtreenear 
Stafford, Eſq; who had alſo other Ma- 
nuſcripts of the ſaid Mr. Burton's Com» 
poſure. 


LINCOLNSHIRE wants an Hiſtorian 
of Skill and Courage anſwerable to the 
vaſt Store of Materials (of all kinds) 
which are there tobe had. Its Fenns and 
Marſhes are indeed pretty largely treated 
on by Sr. William Dugdale, in his (b) Hi- 
ſtory of Imbanking ; and (in the year 
1671.) there was publiſh'd a ſhort Rela- 
tion of great Damages done by a Tem- 
peſt ww Overflowing of the Tides in 
this County and Norfolk : But its main 
Body lies yet uyndeſcribed, to the Re- 
proach of all thoſe Perſons of Learning 


and Ingenuity that are its Natives.. R. 


Butchers Survey of Stamford is often 


(4) Ath. Oxon. vol, II. p. 36. (6) Fol. Lond. 1622. 


quoted 
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quoted by The. Fuller (in his Worthies) 
when he comes to ſpeak of Lincolnſhire ; 
as it is likewiſe, very frequently, by F. 
Wright in his Antiquities of Rat/and. 
It was printed in the Year 1646. 


MIDDLESEX. John Norden (a) pub- Middle- 
liſhed a Deſcription of this County a- ſex. 


bout the ſame time that he wrote his 0- 
ther (ſomewhat ſhorter) of FHartford- 
fire. Both theſe Surveys are mentiond 
by (5) John Stow, as undertaken (and 
publiſh'd) in imitation of W. Lambard's 
perambulation of FXent. The Funeral 
Monuments within the Dioceſe of Lox- 
don were Collected (after his Faſhion) by 
F. Weever ; and we are lately encoura- 
ged to hope for the natural Hi ory of 
the County by Dr. Platt. Tho. Johnſon's 
little ſhort account of thePlants that grow 
wild on (c) Hampſted-heath is the only 
thing publiſh'd that looks this way ; and 
'tis fo incontiderable as hardly to deſerve 
mentioning... The firſt De{cription of the 
famous City of London{(now Extant)was 
written by one W. Stephens or Fits-Ste- 
phens (a Monk of Canterbury) about the 
Year 1190. Tis a ſmall Tract of about 
(a) 4*. Lond. 1593. (6) Survey of Lond. in Epiſt. 
Ded. (c) 8*. Lend. 1632. 
ten 
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ten pages in Quarto ; and is publiſh'd by 
F. Stow (as an Appendix to his Survey ) 
under the Title of Stephanides. Robert 
Bale (Recorder of the City, A. D. 1461.) 
isalſo faid to have written ſeveral Trea- 
tiſes on that Subject ; which were long 
kept as choice Rarities in the publick 
Library of the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men, ahd whereof my (a) Author rec- 
kons up the Titles of theſe Three : 1. Lox- 
dinenſis Urbis Chronicon. 2. De Conſali- 
bus & prafettis ejus. 3. Inſtrumenta Li- 
bertatum Vrbis, The ſame Gentleman 
makes R. Fabjax write a couple of Trea- 
tiſes upon the Aﬀairs of Londox : but I 
ſuppoſe all he ever penn'd of that kind is 
in his printed Chronicle. Fohn Stow 
(we are ſure) wrote and (5) publiſh'd 
a Survey of London; and owns him- 
ſelf put upon the Undertaking by 
Mr. Lambard's general Invitation to the 
ſeveral Antiquaries of this Kingdom to 
write the Hiſtories of their Native 
Counties. The account he gives is very 
particular and full ; running thro' every 
one of the twenty ſix Wards,andaffording 
a good View of the Governmeat of this 
City (together with Weſtminſter and 
Southwark ) Eccleſiaſtical and Civil ; the 


\ (#) Jo. Pits, P. 654. (5) 4*. Lond. 1598. 
Churches , 
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Churches , Hoſpitals and other Religi- 
ous Houſes ; a Catalogue of their Mayors 
and Sheriffs down to the Fortieth year 
of Queen Elizabeth, &c. The whole 
is Colleted out of our beſt Hiſtorians 
and moſt Authentick Records; and diſ- 
covers 2 deal of Induſtry and Accuracy 
in the worthy and honeſt Author. It 
appears he had perus'd the ſmall Trea- 
tiſe call'd the Czty Law in its Original : 
So that there was little occaſion for the 
Tranſlation and Publiſhing of that (a) 
afterwards. But,becaulſe the State of this 
mighty City 15 wonderfully chang'd ſince 
his. time, we are in daily ExpeCtance of 
a new Edition of this Book ; with very 
conſiderable Additions and Improve- 
ments. Sir George Buck's Treatiſe of the 
Inns of Court (under the Title of the 
Third Univerſity of England) we have 
in the end of Stow's Chronicle : and 
James Howel's (b) Londinopolis has very 
Iittle jn it more than what he has 
Copy'd from the foremention'd Survey ; 
nor is De Laun's pretended Preſent State 
of the City much different from what 
we have there. Indeed, ſeveral new 
Diſcoveries and Obſervations touching 
Us mighty growth and number of its 


(s) 8*. Lond. 1647. (5) Fol. Lond. 1657. 
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Inhabitants (proving that they are more 


, than in Rome, Paris and Roan ; that they 
are above 696900 People, &c.) have 
been advanc'd, in ſome (a) Eſſays in Pa» 
litical Arifhmetick, by (one of the moſt 
eminent Mathematicians and Virtuo- 
ſo's of this Age) Sir Williem Petty ; 
who was alſo the chief DireQtor and Au- 
thor of a piece publiſh'd ſometime be- 
fore by one John Graunt, and Entitul'd, 
Natural and political Obſervations on the 
Bills of Mortality in London. The dread- 
ful Fire which hapned in this famous 
City, in the Year 1666. will for ever 
remain one of its chief Epoche's; and 
of this we have (5) two Hiſtorical Nar- 
ratiyes: One according to the Reports 
made to a Committee in Parliament ; and 


another publiſh'd by Edward Waterhouſe. 


The Epitaphs of our Kings, Princes and 
Nobles, that lie bury'd in the Abbey- 
Church at Weſtminſter, were firſt Col- 
leted by Fohn Skelton, a famous Poet ; 
who (for making too bold with Cardi- 
nal Woolſey, in ſome of his Satyrs) 
(c)- ended his days miſerably within the 
PrecinQs of the A/y/um of that Church, 
A.D. 1529. Theſe wereafterwards en- 


—_— 


(a) 8*. Lond. 1686, 87. (6) Both Printed .4. D. 1667. 


(c) Jo. Pits, P. 702. 


largd . 
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larg'd by (a) Camden ; and compleated 
by H. Keep; under the name of (4) Mo- 
numenta Weſtmonaſterienſia, The Mo- 
numents of St. PauP's (the Cathedral of 
this Dioceſe) will be treated on (c)elſe- 
where. 


NORFOLK. The Pen was long fince Norfolk. 


drawn in defence of this County by one 
Fobn de S. Omero (or Saintemer) a Nor- 
folk-man, and (d) Student in Cambridge 
about the Year 1219, when a certain 
Monk of Peterborough, taking upon him 
to libel the Inhabitants of that Country 
in Latin Doggrel, was anſwer'd in his 
own way by this John. The Epitaphs 
here, with ſome other Antiquities, were 
colleted by F. Weever, who (e) referrs 
us for further fatisfaCtion to Sir Hey. 
Spelman s Tcenir; which we impatiently 
hope'to ſee publiſh d by (f) Mr. Gib/or. 
Something relating to the 'Natural Hi- 
ſtory of Norfolk may be”had from * 
William Dugdale's Imbanking ; and in'a 

little Treatiſe entituled, Gy Mercurius 
Centralis, or, a Diſconrls of Subterra- 
nean Cockle, Muſcle and Oyſter-ſhells, 


if 4 4*. Lond, 1696. (6) 8*. Lond. 1682. (c) Chap 9, 
(d) 7oh. Pits, p. 294. (+) Fun. Mon, ſub fin. (F) Vil 
Tra. de Portu Iccio, p. g1: (g) 12*. Lond, 1664. 
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found in digging a Well at Sir William 
Doylie's in this County. "Tis a Letter 
from one Tho, Lawrence M. A. to Sir 
Thomas Brown. To which may be ad- 
ded the (already mention'd) Relation of 
the Damages done by a Tempelt on the 
Coaſts of this County and Lincolnſhire. 


- The City of Norwich was deſcrib'd by 


Alexander Nevil, whoſe Book is quoted 
by-( a) Sir. Herry Spelman, We have 
Sir 7The. Brown's (b) Urn-Burial, or, a 
Diſcourſe of Sepulchral Urns lately found 
in Norfolk ; .and we expect his Reperto- 
rium, or, an, account of the Tombs and 
Monuments in the Cathedra} Church of 
Norwich. Ix has been (c) promis'd, and 
I know not what occaſion. Sir Thomas has 
ever given any body to: ſuſpect, that 
ought of his, penning ſhould (a) rather 
fear, than vs nas an Edition, The late 
Publiſher. -of . Camden makes Tho. Fuller 
the Reporter,of. Dr. Caius s having writ- 
tea the Antiquities of Norwich ; but I 
{uſpedt there's.ſome miſtake in that mat- 
ter, ſince Fufer ;(in the (e) place where 
he, ſhould eſpecially, have noted ſuch a 
1a) In Epiſt. Ded/ad Tom. [. Concil. Ang]. p. 3, 4. 
— (6) 8*. Lond--+658. (c) Dr. Fenmifon's Pref. to Sir 


T* B's Miſc. (4) Kennet's Life of Somn. p. 21. 
(«) Warthies, in Norw: p. 275, 


thing) 
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thing fays nothing of it. Naſh's (a) Ac» 
count of the growth of great Tarmouth, 
the Hiſtory of the (4) burning of Eaf 
Derham, and (c) Sir R.W's Norfolk Pu 
ries, may poſſibly contribute ſome ſmall 
helps towards the Illuſtration of the An- 
tiquities of theſe Parts : but ſeem to be 
of too great (or too little) Age to be 
very valuable. 


NORTH AMPTONS HIRE. Will. V ine vorthams 
cent (Windſor-Herald) colleted ſome ma- £9 


terials for a Survey and the Antiquities 
of this County, which were lately in 
the poſſeſſion of (4) Mr. Wood. He fre- 
quently quotes Fran. Tate's Nomina Hy- 
darum in Com. Northampton. The State of 
theTown of Northampton, trom the begin- 
ning of the Fire Sept. 20. 1675. to Nov. 5, 
following, was publiſh'd in a (e) Let- 
ter to a Friend : and we had its (f ) Fal 
and Funeral firſt in a Latin Elegy, and 
afterwards ( with ſome Variations and 
Additions) in Emglifh. 


NORTHUMBERLAND. Fohn Pits northuns 
ſays, That the Genealogies of the Earls berland, 


(s) Lond. 1599. (6) Ib. 1582. (<c ) Ib. 16ts. 
(4) Arhen. Oxon. VoL I. p. 349. (e) 4*. Lond. 1675. 
( f) 4*. Lond. 1677. 
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of Northumberland were drawn up by 
one (a) Tho. Otterburn,, a Franciſcan 
Friar, about the Year 1411, and that 
(b) Jobn Currar {he knows not when) 
drew up a Liſt of'Seventy Eight Caſtles 
in this County, with the Pedigrees of their 
ſeveral Owners. Theſe are Uncertainties. 
But we know that Sir Robert Shaftoe and 
Mr. Clavering (both now living) have re- 
ally made large Progreſles in its Antiqui- 
ties; and we hope they will be fo juſt to 
the Publick and themſelves as ſhortly to 
communicate 'em. The Town of Berwick, 
with ſome other places of Note in this 
County, are deſcribd in a MS. in the 
Earl of Carliſles Library at Noward. 
But Newcaſtle ſtill wants a juſt Deſcripti- 
on and Hiſtory : For Grey's (c) Choro- 
graphical Survey comes {thort of its pre- 
{ent Glory ; and the Anonymous Author 
of (d) England's Grievances in Relation to 
the Cul Trade, Gtc. 15 too much confin'd 
in his Subject to anſwer the Expectations 
of a Curious Reader. 


NO0TTINGH AMS HIREF's Antiquities 
were firſt attempted by Serjeant Boun, 
who only tranſcribd what related to this 


(a) ). Pits, p. 593. (6) Id. p. 871. (:) Excuſ. A 
D. 1649. (#4) 8*. Lond, 1655. 


County 
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County out of Dooms-day, adding ſome 
ſhort Notes at every Town. This wascom- 
pleated into a fair (a) Work by his Son- 
in-law, R. Thoroton M. D. at the inſtance 
of Sir William Dugdals. He owns 'tis ca- 
pable of Improvements out of the Arch- 
biſhop of Tork's Regiſtry and other Re- 
cords1n private Hands, which he had not 
an opportunity of conſulting. But the 
Work, as it is, ſhews a good Induſtry in 
its Author; who, being a Phyſician of 
eminent Practice; had a free acceſs to 
the Evidences of moit of the confidera- 
ble Families. The Author had not the 
Curiolity to inrermix any Obſervations 
relating to the Britiſh, Roman and Saxon 
Antiquities; writing only atter the prin- 
ted Copy of Mr. Burton's Leiceſterſhire. 


OXFORDSHIRE. Vaſt Collections, 
relating to the Antiquities of this Coun- 
ty, were made by Randal Catheral/ (who 
dy d A. D. 1625.) and were ſometime in 
the Cuſtody of Biſhop (4) Sanderſon : 
But, upon the (c) ſtricte:t Enquiry that 
could be made after 'em, they are not 
now to be found. Dr. Plots (4) Natural 


(-) Fol. Lond. 1677. (6) Ath. Oxon. Vol. I. 
Pp. 731. (c) Kennet's Life of Somn. p. 42. (4) Fol. 
Oxon. 1677. 
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Hiſtory of Oxfordſhire was the firſt Eſſay 
made 1n that kind by its excellent Au- 
thor ; who has made usacquainted with 
ſo many Phyſical Diſcoveries, as wellas 
notable Improvements in Trade and Ma- 
nufaftures, that the Work has met with 
an Univerſal Applauſe. And as this 
County had the happineſs to have its 
Natural Hiſtory ſet, by that worthy Per- 
ſon, as a Pattern to the relt of the King- 
dom;. ſo it now affords a new Example 
of having ſome of its Parochial Antiqui- 
ties conlider'd (in the (a) Hiſtory of 
Ambroſden, Burcefter, and other adjacent 
Towns and Villages) by a very Learn- 
ed Antiquary, Mr. White Kennet. Some 
of the Annals of the City of Oxford 
ſeem to be drawn up in their Red Bock, 
which is quoted by (4) Mr. Wood ; who 


| had a Deſign of obliging the Town in 


Rutland. 


the ſame (c) manner he had done the U- 
niverſity. 


RUTLANDSHIRE is extreamly in- 
debted to F. Wright, who has (d) pub- 
liih'd the Hiſtory and Antiquities of that 
County. The Author being himſelf a 


| (s) 4* Oxon. 1695. (5) Hiſt. & Antiq. Oxon. 
Par. I. p. 57. (c) Athen, Oxon. Vol. II. p. 28, 
(4) Fal, Lond. 1684. 


Barriſter 
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Barriſter at Law, propos'd Mr. Burton (a 
perſon of the fame Profeſſion) for his 
pattern: So that here, as in Leice/ter- 
ſhire, we have the Towns and Villages 
in Alphabetical Order ; the Intermixture 
of ſome few remarkable Law-Caſes ; the 
Inſcriptions on Tombs and Grave-Stones; 
Pedigrees of Families, &c. Sir Wing- 
field Bodenham had, as he owns, drawn 
rogether a great many Materials out of 
the vaſt Colletions of R. Dodſworth ; 
whereof he had the pcruſal. The rett 
weowe to his own pains ; which, he ſays, 
had been to better purpoſe, it he had 
not met with many of the Gentry (a 
miſhap which will always attend Men 
that engage in theſe matters) very ſhy 
in Diſcovering the Evidences and Con- 
veyances of their ſeveral Eſtates. 


SHROPSHIRE's Antiquities have Shrep- 
been hitherto (as far as my Acquaintance ſhire. 


reaches) neglefed, both by its Britiſh 
and Engliſh Inhabitants. There's uſually 
in Border-Countries that Emulation and 
Jealouſie among the different Nations, 
which encourages (or provokes) the In- 
gertious on. both ſides, xo preferve and 
maintain the old Honour of their ſeveral 
Anceſtors: So that the want of ſuch par- 
E 4 ticular 
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ticular Hiſtories in this County is a good 
Argument of the perſet and happy U- 
| nion of all its Natives into one People ; 
| tho' not of rheir extraordinary AﬀeRion 
to Books and ancient Learning. 


| | Somerſet, - SOMERSETS HIRE. The Natural Hi- 
it ſtory of this County has been long look d 
| for from (a) Mr. Beaumont, who is a 
| perſon of that known Ingenuity that the 
World has juſt cauſe to hope for a moſt 
excellent Performance. I wiſh his late 
| (b) more noble Conſiderations (as he calls 
them) have not enlarg'd his Thoughts 
too: much for the finiſhing a Work of ſo 
narrow a Compaſs. The Laws, Cu- 
ſtoms, &c. of the Miners in the King's 
Foreſt of Mendip are drawn (c) together 
| in a ſhort Manual; and Mr. Beaumont 
| has given us a Specimen of his foremen- 
| tion'd large Deſign, in the. Account we 
| have (4) trom him of Ookey- hole, and 0- 
| | L ther Subterranean Grottoes in thoſe Hills, 
| The City of Bath (and its hot Baths) has 
been beholden to Fo. Caius, the famous 
i Cambridge Antiquary, who wrote (e) De 
| (s) Ple's Staffordſh. p. 251. (6) Confid. an Burner's 


'q eory. in Ep. Ded. (+) 12%, Lond, 1687. (4) Phi- 
| loC. Tranſaft. 1681. Numb. 2. (e) F. Pits, p. 756. 
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Thermis Bathonienſibus; as did alſo (a) 
Dr. Mayow, tho' Mr. Wood ( which | 
wonder at) has not obſerv'd it in the 
(3) Account he gives of his Works. The 
Learned Dr. Forden's Diſcourſe ( of Na- 
tural Baths and Mineral Waters) was not 
ſo general but that it was all apply'd ro 
this place, and publiſh'd a (c) third time 
by Dr. Gaidot; -who has ſince very 
greatly enlarg'd his own Obſervations 
upon both the (4) Antiquities and Na- 
tural Curioſities of the. Town, and has 
alſo given us a (e) Regiſter of two hun- 
dred notable Cures wrought there with- 
in the time of his own Experience. Fohn 
Chapman's (f) iTherme Redivivg are on 
the ſame SubjeA ; and have alſo an Ap- 
pendix (in Corzat's Rhimes) on the Anti- 
quities of this City. To all which we 
mult add Dr. Tho. Johnſon's Hiſtory of 
both kinds, annex'd to his (g) Mercurius 
Botanicus ; wherein the Reader will find 
as entertaining a Diſcourſe as could well 
be expected trom any Man in fo little 
Room. 


(a) Plot's Oxfordſh. p. 42. (5) Ath. Oxon. Vol. II, 
« 475. (c) 8*. Lond. 1669. (4) 7. Guidor de Therm. 
rit. 4*. Lond. 1691. (e) 8*. Lond. 1694. (Ff) 8. 
Lond. 1673. (g) 8*. Lond. 1634. 
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ST AFFORDSHIRE had its Antiqui- 
ties and Records preſerv'd by S. Erdeſ- 
wick of Sandoxn Eſquire, who began his 
Colleion A. D. 1593, and (a) conti- 
nu'd it to (the time of his Death) the 
Year 1603. His Manuſcript Papers fell 
happily into the Hands of Walter Chet- 
wind of Ingeſtree ( in the ſame County) 
Eſquire, a perſon exaly of Mr. Erdeſ* 
wick's own Temper (Yenerande (b) An 
tiquitatis Cultoris Maximi ) and as ptr 
ouſly diſpos'd to'the Founding, as he to 
the Rebuilding of Churches; trom whom 
we had reaſon to hope for a (c) finithing 
ſtroke to the Enterprize, if Death had 
not unhappily interven'd. The Natu- 
ral Hiſtory of this County is written by 
the ſame (4) worthy Hand, and in the 
ſame Method with that of Oxfordſþire ; 
and the Performance is anſwerable to 
the Experience and Knowledge we may 
eaſily imagine ſo induſtrious an Author 
would gain in nine Years Study and 
Travel.it had been happy if the Doctor's 
Health and Occaſions would have allow d 
him to have gone on thro the reſt of 
the Counties of England, as he ſeem'd 


, (s) Athen. Oxon. Vol. I. p. 275. (6) Camd. Brit, 
in Staffordſh. (z) See Plor's Nat Hift. of Staff. p. 392. 


(4) Fol. Oxon. 1686. 
Once 
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once to (a) promiſe : But in the Con- 
cluſion of this Book, he ſeems to be 
weary, reſolv'd to reſt, and to leave 
ſome part of the Glory of this great 
Work to others. 


SYFFOLK's Topography is faid to g,pulk, 
have been (4) attempted by (Mr. Selden's 
great Friend) Sir Smonds d'Ewes ; but 
where his Colle&tions now are I cannot 
tell, unleſs (perhaps) amongſt A. Dod{/- 
worth's Papers in the Publick Library at 
Oxford. 


SURRET. A Survey and the Anti- Surrey. 
quities of this County were ſometime 
(c) threatned by Sir Edward Biſhe : but 
whether any Advances were ever made 
(in good earneſt) by him, towards ſuch 
a Work, I have not yet learnt. 


SUSSEX is not onely famous for ſe- Suſez. 
veral Monaſteries (mention'd by Bede 
and others) in the Days of the Saxons ; 
but alſo for the remarkable Battle which 
put a ſtop to the Glories and Govern- _ 
ment of that People, and brought in 


(a) Nat. Hiſt. of Oxf. in Epiſt. Ded. (5) W. Ken. 
zet's Life of Somn. p. 41, C 
P. 484- 


) Ath. Oxon. Vol. II. 
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the Norman Conqueror. And yet none 
of its Inhabitants, that I know of, have 
taken the pains to collect its Antiquities: 
Notwithſtanding the juſt claim that ſome 
of 'em have to be Regilter'd by the moſt 
Skiltul Hiſtorian. . 


WALES. Gyraldus Cambrenfis (Biſhop 
Elect of Sr. Davids, about the year 
I 200.) is the oldeſt Topographer of this 
PrincipMity ; and is every where quoted 
at large by Mr. Camden, as an Author 
of undoubted Credit and Reputation, 
His Itinerary and Deſcription were both 
publiſh'd by (a) Dr. Powel ; witl his 
own moſt Learned Notes upon 'em. 
The former contains a Journal of the 
Expedition of Archbiſhop Baldwine (A. 
D. 1188.) in Colleting the Contribu- 
tions of Wales, for the carrying on of _ 
the Holy War. Together with the To- 
pography we have a mixture of Popiſh 
Miracles and Tales ; which the Publither 
thought himſelf oblig'd, in ſtritneſs of 
Juſtice, to give us entire. And we have 


.this Advantage by them, that they do 


not onely divert the Reader, but aftord 
alſo an opportunity to the Learned Pub- 


p {s) 8vo. Lond. 1585. 
liſher 
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-liſher of communicating a deal of his 


own Critical Knowledge. The Deſcrip- 
tion that follows in General : being, in 
the main, a Panegyrick on the ſweetneſs 
of the Soil ; and the good Humour, 


* ſtrict Moralsand exemplary Piety, of the 


Inhabitants. There's a ſecond Part of 
this Deſcription (De Ilaudatbilibus Wal- 
liz, which the Door thought it not 
conven:ent to publiſh ; but has been ſer 
our lately in Print by (a) Mr. Wharton : 
for which the Welſhmen are not very 
much obligd to him. Gyraldu's Map 
of Wales ( mention'd by (5) Fohn Pits, 
and frequently by himſelf isto be ſeen in 
a MS. Copy of ſome of his Works, in 
the Library at Weftminſter-Abbey. Af- 
ter him David Morgan (Treaſurer of the 
Church at Landaff, A. D. 1485.) is (c) 
ſaid to have written the Geography and 
Antiquities of Wales : and (4d) Arthur 
Kelton (an Ingenious Welſh Bard, in the 
top of his Fame, about the year 1548.) 
wrote ſeveral Engliſh Accounts, both in 
Verſe and Proſe, of the Glories of hi 
Countrey ; moſt of which he dedicated 
to Sr. Wiliam Herbert. Another De- 
ſcription of Wales was written by Sr. 


w—_ Angl. Sac. Part. Il. p. 447. (6) 7. Pits, p. 289. 
(c) Id. p. 696. (4) Id. p. 736. 
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John F rice, in the Reign of Edward the 
Sixth; perfefted by Humph. Lhwyd, and 
prefixd to his (a) Tranſlation of the 
Welſh Hiſtory. This #umphrey (b ) 
himſelf gives alſo a more large Account 
of (his own Countrey) Wales, than any * 
other part of Britain; and enlarges of- 
ten, ſometimes corrects, the Deſcription 
given by Gyraldus. The Hiſtory of the 
Ancient and Modern State of the Princi- 
pality is well written by (c) Sr. John 
Doderidge ; and the lateſt (and incom- 
parably the beſt) Account of its Anti- 
quities is juſt now (@) publiſh'd by my 
Friend Mr. Edw. Lhwyd. The ſame excel- 
lent Perſon is alſo projecting a Deſign 
of a Britiſh Dictionary, Hiltorical and 
Geographical ; with an Eſſay entitul'd 
Archeologia Britannica, being a Com- 
plete Colleion of the ancient Monu- 


© ments throughout this whole Country ; 


and (laſtly) a Natural Hiſtory of Wales. 
In order to the performance of ſo Noble 
an Undertaking, he thinks of travailing 
pp that Principality four or five . Sum- 
mers ; and likewiſe to make one Journey 
into Cormpal, and another into 7reland or 


ts 


(a) 4to. Lond. 1584. (45) Comment. Brit. Deſcrip. 
Fragm. de quo ſupra. (c) 4to. Lond. 1630. (4) Edit. 
Novif. Brit. Camden. 


the 
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the Highlands of Scotland, for Parallel 
Obſervations as to their Language ; 
Names of Towns, Rivers, Mountains, 
&c. I heartily hope the Work wiil aot 
meet with thoſe Obſlrucions which 
have hitherto uſually betaln Attempts o! 
this Nature : ſince the Author is ſo ge- 
nerally known to beof ſuitable Induſtry 
and Abilities, and cannot fail (if God 
continue his Life) of making good his 
Propoſals. 


WARWICKSHIRE's Antiquities are warwick, 


truly (a) 1#uſtrated by Sr. William Dug- 
dale ; who was Maſter of all the Advan- 
tages requiſite for ſuch a Perlormance : 
And no man can ſo well judge of the 
great Labour and Pains beſtow'd on the 
bringing of this excellent Work (the Au- 
thor's (b) Maſter-piece) to perteQion, as 
he that has view'd the many (c) Vo- * 
lumes of Materials which he gather'd in 
order to the complling of it. His great 
zeal again(t the Sacrilegious Deſtruction 
of ſome Religious Structures carry d his 
Searches intoevery corner of the Hiſtory 
that related to that Matter; and his early 


—— — —— 


(s) Fol. Lond. 1656. (65) Ath. Oxon. Vol. II. p. 
709. (c) In Muſzo Aſmol. Qxon. 


Inclina- 
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Inciination to the Study of Heraldry obli- 
ged him carefully to preſerve whatever 
might be grateful (on that Head) to the 
Nobility and Gentry of the County. 
The Hiſtory of the Earls of Warwick 
was long ſince written by John Roſs or 
Rouſe, a noted Antiquary ; who dy'dat 


' Warwick (or Guy's Cliff, within a Mile of 


We[tmor- 
land. 


the Town) A. D. 1491. A Noble Ma- 
nuſcript Copy of this Book, with tke 
PiRures of the ſeveral Earls, their Coats 
of Arms, &c. is now in the Archives of 
the Pablick (a) Library at Oxford: Fohn 
Pits (b) makes him write four diſtin 
Volumes of the Antiquities and Hiſtory 
of Warwick : but this is all that more 
credible Enquirers could meet with. The 
Life- of the Famous Earl Gay was firſt 
written by Walter of Exeter (a Domini- 
can Friar) about the year 1301, There 
is a fort of Spaw-water at //mington in 
this County ; the Hiſtory whereof is 
Publiſh'd by (c) Sam. Derham, an Ingeni- 
ous Phyſician, 


WEST MORLAND. Mr. Tho Machel, 
Rector of Xirkbythore in this County, 
has (with a great deal of Pains and good 


| (4) Vid. Hiſt. & Antiq. Oxon. Part. Il. p. 77. (6) 7. 
Pits, p. 683. (c) $vo. Lond. 1685. 
Judg- 
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Judgment ) colleted its Antiquities : 
which, we hope, will ere long meet with 
ſo ſuitable an Encouragement as will ob- * 
lige the Author to publiſh 'em. That 
Part of its Story which more nearly con» 
cerns the Nobility and Gentry, has been 
well preſerv'd by Sr. Daniel Fleming of 
Rydale Knt. who has thereby done his 
own ancient Family a great deal of 
Right, and has alſo approv'd himſelf an 
Eminent Benefator to thoſe of his 
Neighbours. 


WILTSHIRE. fohn Aubrey Eſq; Wilts, 
(Fellow of the Royal Society, and a Per- 
ſon well vers'd in our Britiſh and Engliſh 
Antiquities) has laid the Foundation of 
the Hiſtory and Antiquities of this Coun- 
ty : but deſigns to leave the finiſhing 
part, I think, to (a) Mr. 7amner ; 
Whoſe extraordinary Proficiency intheſe 
Studies will quickly be made known to 
the World. The Monument of Stonc- 
henge in Wiltſhire has. engaged ſeveral 
Antiquaries in diſputing the Original of 
ſo Famous and Admirabie a Structure; 
and they have 2dvanc'd almo!t as many 
different Opinions about it. Mr. Samms (6) 


(a) Vid. Camd, Britain. N. E. p. 107. (5) Samm. 
Britan, p. 395. 
F iN 
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in a particular Treatiſe, endeavours 
to fetch its Original from the Phenz- 
ctans, his only Darlings ; and clears 
the point as fairly as he does all the reſt 
wherein he's ſingul9r. Mr. Izigo Fones 
(King Fames the Firlt's Learned Archi- 
te) believes it to be a (a) Roman Tem- 
ple ; and ftrongly prove. that the Fa- 
brick is of the Tuſcan Order. His Scheme, 
however faiſe in it ſelf, is alſo learnedly 
defended by (4) Mr. Webb, his Son-in- 
Law. Mr. (c) Aubrey and others think 
they can eviden:lv prove 'tis Britiſh ; 
and (4) Dr. Charlton is very ſure that 
'twas erected by the Danes. No Au- 
thor, that hitherto has conlider'd it, has 
ſo much as dream'd of its being a Saxor 
Monument : And yet (if the true old 
Writing of the Name be Stan- Zenge/t, as 
the (e) Monaſticon ſeems to tell us) I 
cannot ſee why that people may not 
have as juſt a Title as any to the Honour 
of it. Poſſibly the (f) MS. Treatiſe 
that is ſaid to be written, on this ſub- 
ject, by Foh. Gibbons, may place it 
here. 


(a) Stone-henge Reſtor'd, Fol. Lond. 1658. (6) Vin- 
dicar. of Stone-h. Kkeft. ib. 1665. (c) Camd. Brit. N. E. 
P. 109. (&) Stone-henge Reſtor'd tro the Danes, Fol. 
Lond. ( e) Monaft. Ang!. Tom. I. p. 97. ( f) Vid. 
Przt. ad Edit. Nov. Cama. 
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WORCESTERS HIRE. There is nOW 21x 2 
2 large MS. Deſcription of this County fer, = 
in the hands of Tho, Abingdon Eſq; writ- 
ten by his Grand-father, an Able and 
Induſtrious Antiquary : wherein, if there 
be any DefcCts, they may be ſupply'd 
by a prefent Prebendary of the Church 
of Worceſter, who (when his modeſty 
will give him leave) can effecually 
complete ſuch a Work. 


TORKSHIRE. There are ſome Col» wrt. 
Ictions in (a) Sir Fohn Cotton's Library 
relating to this County, gather'd by one 
Tho. Talbot ; who was ſome time Clerk 
of the Records in the Tower, and was 
alive (5) A. D. x580. Theſe, and 
whatever elſe looks this way , we muſt 
believe to have been long ſince ſeen and 
perus'd by Dr. Nath. John/lon of Pomfret; 
who (as he faies) has ſpent thirty years 
in amaſſing together Materials for the 
Illuftrating the Antiquities and Natural 
Hiſtory of ork/bire. In the former of 
theſe he intends to write aiter Sir Wl 
liam Dugdale's Copy, and in the latter 
after Dr. Plot?t's,; and to finiſh the whole 


—-—— -———— 


(a) Veſpaſtan, D. 21. (5) Athen. Oxon. Vol. L 
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in five Volumes. I am pretty well af- 
ſur'd that he is not yet (as (a) Mr. Wood 
was inform'd) weary of the Work : but 
that, tho ſome Jate troubles have ren- 
der'd him unable to finiſh it ſo ſoon as 
he deſign'd, he isevery day doing fome- 
thing at it. #7, Keep (mention'd before 
in Middleſex) is (6) reported to have 
made ſome Colleftions towards the An- 
tiquities of the City of 7ork ; and Sir 
Thomas Widdrington (ſometime Recorder 
there) did certainly make a very great 
Progreſs in a learned and exact Delſcrip- 
tion of it. Some diſtaſt, given him by 
the Citizens, obſtructed his allowing of 
his Papers to be publiſh'd ; and they are 
now (Tam told) /#b /igilo, in the Cuſto- 
dy of Mr. Fairfax of Menſton. A lean 
Catalogue of the Mayors, Sherifls, &c. 
(from the Reign of Edward the Firſt, to 
the year 1664) is publiſh'd by their late 
Recorder (c}) Hildyard: And ſome 
Learned Obſervations on a Roman Wall 
and Multangular Tower, in that City, 
have been made by (d) M. Liſter. The 
Tower of St. Marys in Tork was the 
beſt turniſh d with ancient Charters and 
Records of any Place in the North of 


(a) Ath. Oxon. Vol. II. p. 699. (5) 1d. ib. p. 623. 
() 8* Lond. 1665. (4) Phuloſ. Tranſat. Num. 145. 
England, 
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England, as appears from the many 
Tranſcripts which are thence Infer- 
ted in the two firſt Volumes of the (a) 
Monaſt icon : But the barbarous Rage of 
our late Days of Rebellion laid it and 
them in Aſhes. Mr. Dodeſworth happily 
copy d all or moſt of em before thoſe 
Times of Deſtruction came upon us ; 
and his Jarge Colletions were after- 
wards as happily depoſited in Bodley's 
Library, where they now remain. The 
Regiſtrum Feodorum de Richmondſhire 
is quoted both by. (4) Mr. Camden and 
(c) Sir William Dugdale. It ſeems to be 
the ſame which is cited by (4) Mr. Sel- 
den, under the Name of an old Genea- 
logy of the Earls of Richmond. The Pa- 
riſh of Leedes will thortly be deſcrib'd, 
and have its Antiquiti:s Publiſh d, by 
my Ingenious and Indu{tricus Friend 
Mr. R. Thoresby. The Syaw-waters in 
Torkſhire have occaſion'd the publiſhing 
of ſeveral Learned and Ingenious Treat:. 
ſes on that Subject. MKnaresbrough ig 


(a) Tom. I. p. 386, 393, 394, 395, 399, 427, 496, 
497, 498, 5or, 510, 554, $65, $87, 599,661, 758, 776, 
778, 798, 799, 827, 834, ©c. Tom. ll. p. 35, 97, 98, 
99, 104, 148, 151, 153, 166, 192, 348, 350, 369, 371, 
402, 556, 557, 798, 898, $20, 824, 976, 999. (6) Bri- 
tan. in Richmondſh. (c) Monaſt. Angl. Tom. I. p. 
877. (4) Prat. ad 10 Script. 
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particularly oblig'd to Mich. Stanhop's 
(a) Knaresbrough-Spaw ; to Dr. Edm. 
Dean's (b) Spadacrene Anglica ; and to 
Dr. (c) French's Torkſkire-Spaw. 

Dr. Wittie's Scarborough-Spaw ( pub- 
liſh'd both in (4) Englif and (e) Latin) 
met not with ſo much quiet as the rhree 
former ; being briskiy encounter d by 
two ſeveral Champions. The firſt that 
engaged it was W. Simpſon, in his Hy- 
drologia Chymica; to which the DoCtor 
made a ſharp Reply under the Title of 
Pyrologia(f) Mimicas His next Oppo- 
ſer was Dr. Tonſtall, who wrote ('g ) 
Scarbcrough-Spaw Spagirically Anatomiz'd; 
together with a New-years-G:ft for Dr. 
IWittie : but whether he was ever vouch- 
fafed any Anſwer I know not. 

The Reader may expect a further 
Account of the Affairs of our ſeveral 
Counties from thoſe that have treated of 
the Hiſlory of our Cathedrals and Mo- 
naſteries ; and whatever Writers fall un- 
der thoſe Heads will be remember'd ( h) 
cliewhere. 

(a) 8*. Lond. 1632. (6) 8". Lond. 1626. (c) 8* ib. 
1652. (4) 8* ibid. 1660. (e) 8* Lond, 1678. (f) 


8” Lond. 1659, (z) 89 Lond. 1672, (6) Chh. 9. 
and 10, 


CHAP. 
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EHAP. I 


Of the Hiſtories that relate to the 
Times of the old Britains and Ro- 


mans. 


: IS a very diſcouraging Cenſure 

which Sir William Temple palles 
upon all the Accounts given us of the 
Afﬀairs of this Iſland, betore the Romans 
came and Invaded it. 7he Tales (ſays 
(a) he) we have of what paſs d before Cx- 
far's Time, of Brute and his Trojans, of 
many Adventures and Succeſſions, are co- 
ver d with the Ruſt of Time, or Invalu'd 
in the Vanity of Fables or pretended T ra- 
ditions ; which ſeem to all Men obſcure or 
uncertain, but to me forged at pleaſure by 
the Wit or Folly of their firſt Authors, 
aud not to be regarded. And (b) again ; 
T know few ancient Authors upon this Sub- 
jedt | of the Britiſh //i/lory] worth the 
pains of peruſal, and of Dividing or Re- 
fining ſo little Gold out of ſo much courſe 
Oar, or from ſo much Droſs. Burt ſome 


(9) IntroduRt. to the Hiſt. of Eng. p. 19. (6) Ib. 
P. 31. ; 
F 4 other 


Records 


loft 
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other Inferiour People may think this 
worth tlieir pains; fince all Men are not 
born to be Ambaſladors: And, accor- 
dingly, we are told of a very (a) Emi» 
nent Antiquary who has thought fit to 
give his Labours in this kind rhe Title of 
Aurum ex Stercore, There's a deal of 
Serviie Drudgery requir'd to the Difco- 
very of rhele Riches, and fuch as every 
Body will nor ſtoop to : For few Statel- 
men and Courtiers (as one is lately faid 
to have obſerv'd in his own Caſe) care 
for Travelling in Ireland, or Wales, 
purely to learn the Language. 


A diligent Enquirer into our old Brz- 
tiſh Antiquities would rather obſerve 
(with Induſtrious (5) Leland) that the 
poor Britains, being haraſs'd by thoſe 
Roman Conquerours with continual Wars, 
could neither have leifure nor thought 
for the penning of a Regular Hiſtory : 
and that afterwards their Back-Friends, 
the Saxons, were (for a good while) an 
Wiiterate Generation ; and minded no- 
thing but Killing and taking Poſſeſſion. 
So that 'tis a wonder that even ſo much 
remains of the Story of thoſe Times as 


**(s) R. Talbot. Vid. Athen. Oxon, Par. I p. 88. 
(3) Afſfert. Arth, Fol. 25. b, . 
the 
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the ſorry Fragment of Gz/dzs; who 
appears to have written in ſuch a 
Conſlernation, that what he has left us 
looks more like the Declamation of an 
Orator, hired to expole the miſerable 
Wretches, than any Hiſtorical Account 
of their Suferings, Beiides, *tis not to 
be imagind but another long and cala- 
mitous War (wit! the Fitts and Saxons 
afterwards) that demolith'd their Chur- 
ches as well as Libraries, would ſweep 
away even the very Ruincs of Religion 
and Learning. Some have thought that 
there are conſiderable Reliquzs of the 
Britiſh Hiſtory among the Retugees 
of Britany in Fraxce ; and that they have 
Manuſcripts of much elder Dates than 
the Lives of ſome ancient Saints, wiict 
have been had from thence. We are 
ſure there are many ſuch Books, of a 
very great Ape, that ſtil] remain in 
Wales; a good Colleftion whereof was 
lately made by a notable Antiquary, 
Mr. Maurice of Kevs y braich in Denbigh- 
(hire, and is now (as I am inform'd) fal- 
len into the hands of Sir William Wil- 
liams. 


But "twill be to no purpoſe for a Man Zr 
to ſeek out theſe Venerable Remnants, un- £#age. 
leis 
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leſs he be able to underſtand the meaning 
of what he meets with ; and therefore 
tis requiſite that our Antiquary furniſh 
himſelt with a competent ski!l in the 
Britiſh, or Welſh Language. The thing 
will be of no great Difticulty, if the an- 
cient Tongue be fo far periſh'd, that (as 
Dr. Bernard i1as (a) obſerv'd)the words in 
Dr. Davies's Dictionary are one halt La- 
tin, a Quarter Engliſh, and onely another 
quarter Welſh: But I dare nor promiſe 
that this will be found ro be a true and 
punctual Acccunt. Mr. Edward Lhwyd 
(who took rhe pains to examine into the 
matter ) ſays, there are about 10000 
Words in that Dictionary ; whereof 1500 
are indeed like the Latin, and 200 like 
the Engliſh: So that not a ſixth part can 
be ſo much as ſuſpefted to be Latin, 
nor a fortieth Engliſh. For, tho' the 
Welſhmen grant 1509 words to be /ike 
tbe Latin, yet they will not allow that 
their Original is owing to that Language ; 
ſince many of 'em are alſo uſed (in rhe 
like ſfignification) by other Nations, who 
are confeſs d to have borrow d none 
from thence. Mr. Sheringham takes 
(b) notice that Brutus, coming from - 


(a) In Epiſt. ad G. Hickefem , in fine Gramm. An. 
glo-ſax. (5) De Angl. Orig. p. 108, 109, &c. 
taly 


(95 ) 


ztaly (which I do as verily believe as that 
Romulus came from Mars and Rhea Syl- 
via) mutt neceſlarily have had a Lan» 
guage near-a-kin ro what was ſpoken 
there; . 2nd that hence are ſo many 
words in the Welſh which look like the 
Roman, and not from the Corruption of 
it by the Conquering Romans afterwards. 
Tacitus himſelf (a) confeiles the Britains 
zealouſly kept their Language unmixd : 
And Dr. Davies (b) favs, their old Laws 
expreſly forbid the Bards to introduce 
any new words into their Rhimes. Mr. 
Sheringham further obſerves that the Bri- 
tains have many words nearly related to 
ſuch old Zatiz ones as were grown obſo- 
lete even before Cz/ar's time; and that 
many of the Roman Proper Names may 
be handſomly deriv'd from the Brzti/þ 
Tongue, which have no Foundation 1n 
the Modern Latin. As to that part of 
the Language which Dr. Bernard invi- 
diouſly tells them they owe ( Domin:s 
Anglis) to their Maſlers, the Saxons, 
Mr. Lhwyd will not allow that they are 
ſo indebted for one Moyety of the 200 
words obſerv'd to agree in Sound and 
Signification with the Engliſh ; fince a- 


(a) In Vit. Agric. Cap. 21. (5) In Prefat. ad Gram. 


Brit, 


bove 


Gram. 
mars. 


(76) 


bove half of 'em are ſound in the Armo- 
rican Vocabulary, publiſh'd by (a) Ivor 
Quillivere. Now, 'tis certain the Britains 
went hence to Armorica in theYear 384, 
whereas theSaxons came not in beforeq 50. 


If then our E»2/i/þ Antiquary be not 
a Native of Wales, "tis indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſlary that (to complear himſelf in this 
Study ) he gain a good acquaintance 
with the Welſþ Tongue; which he may 
pretty readily do with the Aſſiſtance of 
tuch Grammars as have been compos'd 
for that purpoſe. The firſt of theſe was 
publiſh'id by W. Salesbury, ſometime a 
Member of Lzxcolu's Inn, under the 
Title of (b) A plain and familiar Tutro- 
duttion, teaching how to pronounce the 
Letters in the Britiſh Tongue, &c, The 
next was Sir Edward Stradling's; which 
ſeems to have given occaſion to ( the 
Third) that of F.*Dav. Rheſe, printed 
(together with a large Pretace by 77. 
Prichard) by the (c) Name of Cambro- 
Britannice Cymraceve Lingut Inſt itu- 
tiones & Rudimenta, &c. ad Intelligend. 
Biblia Sacra nuper in Cambro-Britan. Ser- 
monem eleganter verſa. The Fourth and 


| — 


(s) 8*. Paris 1521, (6) 4*. Lond. 1550, & 1557, 
(s) Fol. Lond. 1592. 
laft 
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laſt was written by Dr. Davies, and 
bears the Title of (a) Antique Lingue 
Britannice, nunc communiter diitz Cam- 
bro-Britannice, a ſuis Cymrece vel Cam- 
brice, ab aliis Wallice, Rudimenta, &c. 


There are alſo ſeveral DiRtionaries Di&1ona- 
publiſh'd in that Language ; which will 7 
all be of ſingular Uſe and Advantage to 
a true Antiquary of this Kingdom. W:/. 
Salesbury ( beforemention'd ) compos'd 
one in Engliſh and Welſh ; which was 
firſt privately preſented to King Henry 
the Eighth (his very kind Patron) and 
afterwards (6b ) Printed, The Summ 
and Subſtance of this (as likewiſe what 
was afterwards written in the ſame kind 
by Biſhop Morgan, H. Salesbary, HH. 
Perry and Tho. Williams) was publiſh'd 
in Dr. Joh. Davies's molt Elaborate Work, 
entitul'd, (c) Antiquz Lingus Britanni- 
ce, &c. Dittionarium duplex: A Book 
which ſhews its excellent Author to 
have been perfetly acquainted with all 
the Learned Languages as well as his 
own Mother Tongue. John Leland is 
alſo reported by Pzts, to have written a 
Dittionarium Britannico-Latinum, But I 
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ſuſpe& there's no more grounds for ſucl 
a Story than only this : Leland pub- 
liſh'd a Latiz Poem upon the (a) Birth 
of the Prince of YVales, afterwards 
King Edward the Sixth ; and. taking 
occaſion to uſe fome hard words in it, 
added to it Syllabus & Interpretatio Ans 
tiquarum Dittionum, que paſſim per Lis 
bellum Leftori occurrant., And this, I 
believe, is all the YYVelſp Diftionary that 
will be found of his Compolure. . 


With theſe Helps a Man may venture 
upon thoſe moſt (4) Ancient and Au- 
thertick Writings of the old Bards ; 
wherein he ſhall have exat Genealo- 


-gies of all the Britiſh Kings and Princes 


up to Brute, and from thence ro Adam. 
This very Account is given of thoſe fa- 
mous Songſters -by Lucan, Strabo, Dio- 
dorus Siculus and Am. Marcellinus : 
(c) And almoſt all other Hiſtory ( a- 
mong the ChaldJeans, Greeks and Romans) 
had its firſt Foundation in Poetry. Whe- 
ther he will find the Rules of their 
Proſodia to agree with thoſe that are laid 
down by Captain Middieton in his 


(s) Genethliacon , &c. 4*. Lond. 1543. (65) Vid, 
Gyrald. Cambr. Deſcrip. Cambr. cap. 3. (c) Shering- 
bam de Angl. Orig: p. 165. 


(a) Bar- 
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(a) Bardoniaeth, or Art of Welſh Poe- 
try, I know not: But how methodical- 
ly they order'd their TTLWTT HS, or 
Tribes, (b) Silas Taylour has at large 
inform'd us. Nor were they content to 
preſerve the Pedigrees of their own Prin- 
ces and great Men, but were alſo fo 
good-natur'd as to do the like Services 
for the Saxons. Thus we are told that 
S. Benlanius (who is ſometimes quoted 
by the name of (c) Samuel Britannus, 
and liv'd about the Year 600) was a 
curious Enquirer into the Genealogies of 
many (4) Engliſh Families; ſome 
whereot he carry'd as high as the Flood. 
"T'was cuitomary to ſing theſe Compo- 
ſures 1a the preſence of their Nobles, 
and at their chief Feſtivals and Solemni- 
ties. And, truly, if the Story of one 
of thele Bards canting the Praiſes of 
King Arthur before Henry II. and gi- 
ving a hint to the Monks of Glaſſenbury 
for the Diſcovery of that Britiſh King's 
Body, be fairly true (and have nothing 
of Legend in it) a very great regard is 
to be had to theſe Hiſtorical Bailads. 

(a) 4*. Lond. 1593. (65) Hiſt of Gavelk. p. 20, 


21, &c. (s) ]J. Leland. Afeert. Arth. Fol. 11. a. (4) 7. 
Pits, p. 104. Vid. ctiam Uſer, Hiſt. Ecclef. p. 226. 
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Amongſt theſe Bards is to be reckon'd 
their famous Merlyn ; whoſe true Name 
(fays (a) Humph. Lhuid) is Merdhyn, 
ſo called from Caermartheu [ Mariduno | 
where he was born. This was ſo migh- 
ty a Man in his Time that our Writers 
have thought it convenient to ſplit him 
into three, The firſt of theſe ( God- 
father to the two following) they call 
Merlinus Ambrofius, or Merdhyn Emrys ; 
who liv'd about tie Year 480, and wrote 
ſeveral] Prophetical Odes, tura'd into 
Latin Proſe by Jeoffrey of Monmouth. 
The next is Merlinus Caledonius, who 
liv d 4. D. 570, wrote upon the ſame 
Subject with the former, and had the 
ſame Tranſlator. The third is ſurnam'd 
Avalonius, who liv'd under King Malgo- 
cunus (they might as well have made 
him Secretary to Joſeph of Arimathea, 
ſays our great (5) Sti/ling fleet; and yer 
my (c) Author goes gravely on, and 
affirms that he) was an eminent Anti- 
quary , but ſeems to -mix too many 
Fables with his true Story. They write 
this laſt indeed Melchinus, Melkinus and 
Mewynus, and make him to live ſome 
time before the latter Merlyn: But all 


(a) Commentar, Fragm, Fol. 64. b. (6) Orig. Brit, 
P. 9. (6) 7. Pits, p. 97. 
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this is Stuff; and he's manifeſtly the 


ſame Man, or nothing. Scon after him 
came Ambroſius Thalieſin ; whom Bale 


and Pits make to live in the days of 


King Arthur,-and to record his Story. 
Sir John Priſe ( a) quotes a certain Ode 
of his call'd Hannes Thalieſſin, or Thal;- 
eſin's Errors ; which he fays is to be 
ſeen in ſeveral of their old Manuſcripts, 


The moſt ancient Bri:i/h*Hiſtorian G14. 


now extant is Gi/daÞ For the Chronicle 
that bears the Name of Bratus menti- 
ons the (6) Legend of King Lucius, and 
is apparently a late contriv'd Piece ; 
and (c) Sylvins is much of the fame Au- 
thority with the Writings of (4) Samo- 
thes. This Gentleman has had the ſame 
Reſpect paid to his Memory that we 
have already noted of Merlyn: Since 
Gildas Cambricus, Albaniss and Badoni- 
cas, are made (by the generality ot -Oour 
Writers) three ſeveral Perſons. -It does 
not well appear that there was ever 
more than one Hiſtorian of this Name , 
whatever they that (e} /ov? to maltiply 
Authors as well as Books, have faid to the 


(s) In DefenC. Hiſt. Brie. (5) Uſri Hiſt. Ecclef 
p. 72. (c) 7. Pits, p. 86. (4d) Bale, Cent. I. Cap. rt. 
le) Stillingfl. Orig Brie, P. 209, 


(; contrary : 
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contrary : And therefore ( notwith- 
ſanding Archbiſhop (a) 2ſher's great 
Authority on the other ſide) I ſhall ven- 
rure to conſider him in a ſingle Capaci- 
ty. He was Monk of Bargor, about 
the middle of the Sixth Century ; a ſor- 
rowfu! Spectator of the Miſeries and al- 
moſt utter Ruine of his Country-men, 
by a People under whoſe Banners they 
hop'd for Peace. His Life is written at 
large byb) Caggdoc of Lancarvan ; 
and by an Anonymous Author, publiſh'd 
by (c) John a Boſco. ' His Iamentable 
Hiſtory De Excidio Britanniz is all that's 
printed of his Writing ; and perhaps all 
that is any where extant. Bale, Pits 
and others, reckon up ſome other Mat- 
ters whereof they make this Gildas Ba- 
donicus (as they diſtinguiſh him) to be 
the Anathor: But Archbiſhop 2/her is 
peremptory in it, that this is the (4) 7- 
nicim quod reſtat Opuſculum; for he 
makes it and the Epiſtle to be all one 
thing. Tt was firſt Publiſh'd and Dedi- 
cated to Biſhop Tunſtall, by (e) Polydore 
Virgil; whoſe imperfect and corrupt 


(a) Hiſt. Eccleſ. Brit. p. 237. (6) Stillingf. Orig. 
Brit. p, 207. Uſer. Hiſt. Ecclel. p. 237, 250. (ce) In 
Bibliorh. Flor. («) Hiſt. Ecclel. p. 278, 279. (e) 8*. 
Lond. 16:5, 
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Copy was Reprinted in the (a) Bib/zo- 


theca Patrum. Afterwards there was 1» 
nother Edition of it by Fohn Fofſelize ;. 
who made uſe of another Manuſcripr, 
but not much more corre than the for- 
mer; 'The lateſf and beſt is that we 
haye from (5) Dr. Gale; who had the 
advantage of a more ancient and much 
better Copy than either of the two for- 
mer had ſeen. Tf he did write any thing 
more, is now lolk, Leland is mighty 
defirous to belie at there is ſome- 
where ſuch a Treatiſe as his Cambreis in 
Verſe; that *rwas ſtollen and carry'd in- 
to (c) Ntaly; and that the Poet Gildas 
and the Hiſtorian were (4) two feveral 
Perſons. But 'tis now fear'd we ſhall 
never meet with any other Poerical 
Treatiſe, bearing his: Name, ſave only 
that which Leland himſelf calls Glas 
fditius ; and which Archbiſhop 2/ſher 
frequently quotes by the Name of (e) 
Pſeudo-Gildas, His Book De Vittoria 
Ambrofit is of the ſame (Ff ) baſe meral ; 
out of which have been coind Fohn 
Pits's Regum Britannorum Hiſtoria ; De 


(s) Fol. Parif. 1610. Tom. V. Col. 477. (5) Hiſt. 
Brit. Tom. I. Tra&&. rt. (c) Aſeert. Arth. Fol. 32. b. 
(4) Comment. in Cygn. Cant. voce Britania. - (s) Hift. 
Ecclef. p. 27, 30, 37- (f) Ib. p. 12. 


(3 2 primis 


Nenni, 


(84) 
primis Inſulg Incols; Lites Luddji & 
Nemniti, &c. 


The next Britiſh Hiſtorian of Note 
is Nennius. The firſt of this Name that 
is faid to have taken care of the Antiqui- 
ties of his Country, was (if we are not 
imposd on) Son to King ,Helius, and 
Brother to Ludd and Caſibelane; who 
had the Honour to die of a wound given 
him by Julius Ceſar's own hand; *'Twas 
he, they (a) fay, firſt wrote a Book 
of the Britiſh ory in. his own 
Tongue; which was afterwards tranſla- 
ted into Eatin by his Nameſake, Abbot 
of Bangor. This ſame Abbqt Newniaus is 
generally ſupposd to be. one of the Fifty 
Monks that were ſo wiſe as to skulk at 
Cheſter , when ;,1200 of. their Brethren 
fell a Sacrifice to the Pride of Auguſtine, 
the firſt Planter of the. Romz/b Principles 
and Practices in our Iſle? and to have 
fAouriſh'd about the Year 620. . Which 
will not agree with what is atteſted by 
himſelf in the beſt Copies, of his (5) 
Book, that he wrote 4. D. 858. An- 
m0- 24% Mervinti Regs. He is ſaid to 
have left behind him ſeveral Treatiſes , 


(a) Bale Cent. I. Cap. x5. & 59. Edit. x. (4) Vid. 
Uſer, Hiſt. Eccl. p. 217, & Edit Gals*?, p. 93. 


where- 
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whereof all that's publiſh'd is his (a) /7- 
ftoria Britonumw. This is the ſame Book 
that Bale and Pits have regiſter'd under 
the Style of Eulogium Britanniz ; and the 
only piece that muſt anſwer for what 
thoſe Gentlemen mention by the Titles 
of his Collettiones Fliſtoriarum ; Antigui- 
fates Britannice; Chronicon, &c. In 
moſt of - the MS. Copies it is errone- 
ouſly (6) aſcrib'd to Gildas. This Hiſto- 
ry ſays nothing of the other brave Nex- 
nius, I whom later Com- 


mentators have m{W/'ſo great in Story. 
T am of Opinion ti the Contrivance of 
this Hero is one of the beſt things in all 
Feoffrey of Monmouth's Romance. It looks 
like a gratefull Acknowledgment to the 
Perſon that had oblig'd him (or his An- 
thor) with the ground-work of his whole 
Fabrick: to whom he could not pay a 
more decent Complement than by ma- 
king him Godfather to one of his chict 
Knights Erranr. 


Next after Nennins, follow FHoel Dha's r1121Dba. 


Laws; which were enacted about the 
middle of the Tenth Century ; whereof 


(s) Dr. Golrs Hiſt. Brit. p. 93. (6) Vid. Uſeri: 
=p —_ P. 107. & JF. Leland, Afſert. Arth. 
oL 3. b. 


G 3 thoſe 
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thoſe «that relate to Eccleſiaſtical Affairs 
have been publiſh'd by (a) Sir Henry 
Spelman. Of thee there are (b) ſeveral 
Copies, both in Welſh and Latin, (till 
extant; among which a very old one 
(written on Parchment) in Feſus Co'- 
lege at Oxford. The Preface to this 
lait will not allow that King Zee/ abro- 
gated (as Mr. Camden (c) lays he did) 
all the Laws of' his Anceſtors ; but ex- 
prefly tells us, that (4) according to the 
Advice of his Council, ſome of the ancient 
Laws he retaiu'd, s he correfled, and 
ſome he quite diſan , appointing others 
in their ſtead. Dr. Powel will not agree 
that any new Statutes were ordain'd by 
this King (e): But that his Commilſio- 
ners (according to the Powers given 
them) retain'd only thoſe ancient Laws 
that were good and uſefull, explain'd the 
Ambiguous, and abrogatcd the Superflu- 
ous. For, we are to know that (full 
fourteen hundred years before Hoel's 
Time) the Britains had a whole Body of 
Muncipal Laws, enacted by- King 


(a) Concil. Tom. I. p, 408. (5) Vid. Humph. Lhu- 
id. Comment. Brit. Frag. Fol. 53. a. & Hem. Spelm, 
Glo. in voce idelingus & Lex. (c) Brit. in Carmar- 
denſh. (4) Obfervat. Ed. Lhwydin novam Edit. Camd. 
Pp. 625. (*) In Additament. ad Hiſt, Cambr. 


(a) Dun- 
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a) Dunvallo Molmutins ; which were 
o0n afterwards enlarg'd by Queen Mar- 
tia, All theſe, ſays Bale, were tranſla- 
ted into Latin by Gildas; and into Sax- 
on by King Alfred. Nay, ſome wiſe 
Writers will needs affirm, rhat a certain 
part of our Engliſh Saxon Laws, which 
they call Lex Merciorum, had its Deho- 
mination from theſe Leges Marti: and 
this childiſh Fancy has been embrac'd 
by ſeveral of our (5) grave and ancicnt 
Hiſtorians. Others think it improbable 
that ſo great a Rgynce as King A#!fred 
ſhould ever trouble his Head with Tran- 
ſting any of the Laws either of Mol- 
mutius or Martia; who were only Anti- 
quated Legiſlators among his Enemies, 
and Heathens. But (fince,the Britazss, 
as Aſſerius ind others tell us, voluntari- 
ly ſubmitted to him) it ſeems as wiſe in 
Him to give them their own Laws in his 
Language, as twas in Wiiam the Con- 
querour to grant us the Saxon Laws in 
French. Many of 'em (we have already 
been told) were aboliſh'd even by the 
Britains themſelves, after they became 
Chriſtians : But Mr. Sheringham thinks 
'tis evident from ſeveral Law-Terms 


8 (2) Bale (Edit. I.) Cent. I. Cap. 8. & 10. (b) Vid. 
R. Higden, Lib. I. cap. 50, & Hiſt. Jorn. p. 8. 
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C(fuch as (a) Murder, Denizou, Rout, %e.) 
which are purely Britiſh, that ſome of 
them were taken into the Body of our 
Engliſh Laws. Hoel's are ſaid to have 
been firſt 'Tranſlated into Latin by (a 
Gentleman with a very hard Name) Ble- 
gabride (b) Langauride, DoCtor of Laws 
and Archdeacon of Landaf, in the year 
914. which, if the Br:tifh Hiſtory do not 
mifinform us, was about 26 years before 
that King. began his Reidn. There 1s 
lately come to my hands a Latin MS 
Copy (in Parchmenthwt theſe Laws ; in 
the end whereof (in a later hand) is 
wricten : 1fum Librum Tho Powel Foan- 
ui Da. Rhaſo Med. Doflori dono dedit 
men/e Auguſto 1600, 


Uzcey. Ard theſe, I think, are all the Brizi/þ 
$41 £4u- Hiſtorical Writers that liv'd before the 
thors, Norman Conquelt; whoſe Books are 
now to ke mer with in any of our Enzelifh 
Libraries. Tknow not how to dirett the 
Reader to ſeek for the Hiſtories of Elbo- 
ds or (c) Elvoduzus (tor they are both 
the fam? Man) trom whom Nemnius is 
made to borrow a good part of what we 
now have under his Name; nor for 


(a) Shering. de Orig. Gentis Ang]. p. 125, 126- 
(#) Bale, Cent. 2. Cap. 23. '(c) F. Pits, p. 1603, 105. 
| thole 
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thoſe of (a) Worgrefius and Mawornug, 
Abbot and Monk of Glaſſen4ury ; nor for 
the Genealogies drawn up, by the Fa- 
mous Bard in King Edgar's daies; (3) 
Saliphilax., When thele are reriev'd, 
I would have them all carefully bound 
up with the Defloratzones Hiſtoriz Bri- 
tannice ; Which (as Fo. (c) Caius has 
learnedly prov'd from Stow and L./»quet) 
were written by King Garguntius about 
370 years before Chriſt. The Welſh 
MS, cited frequently in Camden's Britan- 
»ia, by the nameof 7riades, ſeems not 
to carry Age enough to come within this 
Claſs. *Tis the ſame, I ſuppoſe, which 
he(#d) elſewhere calls the Brtiſh old Book 
of Triplicities ; running all upon the 
number three, as appears from his Quo- 
tation out of it: Welſhmen love Fire, 
Salt and Drink ; Frenchmen Women , 
Weapons and Horſes; Engliſhmen Good 
cheer, Lands and Trafick. 


We are not to expect any ſuch Alli» Charters. 


ſtances for the aſcertaining the Hiſtory 
of theſe Times, as After-Ages afford us, 
from Charters, Letters Patents, &c. And 
yet 'tis too forward an Aſlertion to ſay 


(a) 7. Pits p, 107. (6) 1d. p. 175. (c) De Antiq. 
Cantab. lib. 1, (4) Cons, Remains, Edit. 1614. p. 15. 


there 


Comms. 
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there were no ſuch things in the days 
of our Britiſh Kings, if all be true that 
(a) Leland tells us of King Arthur's 
Seal: But I am not, I confeſs, fo much 
in Love with that Venerable Relique as 
he ſeems to have been. It might indeed 
be brought (as he guelles) from Glaſſen- 
bury ; where I do believe 'twas hung at 
a forg'd Charter by ſome Monk, who 
was a better Mechanick than Antiquary. 
The Inſcription eafily diſcovers the 
Cheat : PATRICIUS ARTURIVUS BRI- 
7TANNLE, GALLIZ, GERMANLA, 
DACIA IMPERATOR. He is certain- 
ly call'd Patricius here (and no where 
elſe) out of the abundant Reſpedt that 
Monaſtery had for their Guardian, Saint 
Patrick; and not, as Leland fanſies, 
upon any Account of a Roman Faſhion. 
Another Help is here wanting, which 
exceedingly Conduces towards the Illy- 
ſtrating the Antiquitiesof other Nations; 
and that is the Light that is often gain'd 
from the Impreſlcs and Inſcriptions upon 
their old Coins and Medals. The mo- 
ney uſed here in (4) Ceſ/ar's Time was 
nothing more than Iron Rings and ſhape- 
leſs pieces of Braſs: nor does it well ap- 


| (a) Aſſert. Arth. fol. x2, 13, &c. '(b) Hnmmenten, 
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pear that ever afterwards their Kings 
brought in any of another fort. Cam- 
den (a) ſays he could not learn thar, 
after their retirement into Wales, they 
had any ſuch thing among them: none 
of the Learned Men of that Principa» 
lity having yet been able to produce 
ſo. much as one piece of Britiſh Coin, 
found either ina Wales or any where 
elſe. And, 1s it likely that a Royalty 
of this Nature ( of ſo great Benefit 
to their Subjeas, as well as Honour 
to themſelves) would have been laid 
aſide by the Cambrian Princes, if former- 
ly enjoy'd by any of their Anceſtors ? 
7. (4) Leland tells us he never (in all his 
Travels, throughout the whole King- 
dom of England) could meet with one 
Britiſh Coin, among the many Millions 
of thoſe of the Romans found in this Nas» 
tion. And theReaſon, he ſays, was, be- 
cauſe (as he proves out of (c) Gildas) 
the Romans would not allow any of our 
Meral to be ſtamp'd with any other 
Image or Superſcription, ſave only that 
of Ceſar's, that is, ſome of their own 
Emperours. However, we now have 
ſeveral ancient Coins in our publick and 


(s) Remains p. m. 199. 200. (5) Comment. in Cygn: 
Cant. voce Britamis. (c) Vid. Hiftor, Gilds, $. 5. 


private 
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private Libraries, which are generally 
reputed to be Britiſh - tho''tis very hard 
to determine in what Age of the World 
they were minted. My very Learned 
and Ingenious Friend Mr. Lwhyd believes 
that, before the coming in of the Re- 
mans, they had Gold Coins of their 
own ; becauſe there have been frequent- 
ly found (both in England and Wales) 
thick pieces of that Metal, hollow'd on 
one ſide, with variety of unintelligible 
Marks and Characters upon them, 
Theſe, he is ſure, cannot be aſcrib'd ei- 
ther to the Romans, Saxons or Danes ; 
and therefore 'tis reaſonable we ſhould 
conclude them to be Briti/h, And the 
Reaſon why he thinks they were coin'd 
before the Romans came, 1s this : If the 
Britains had learn'd the Art from them, 
they would (tho' never ſo inartificially ) 
have endeavour'd to imitate their man- 
ner of Coining ; and, in all likelyhood, 
have added Letters and the Head of their 
Kings. Here's a fair and probable opi- 
nion 8gainſt the expreſs Teſtimony of 
Fulius Ceſar ; who could hardly be im- 
pos'd on in this part of the Account he 
gives of our Iſle. Camden (a) rather 


({s) Remains p. m. 199. 


thinks 


(93 ) 


thinks that, after the Arrival of the Ro- 
mans, the Britains firſt began to imitate 
them in their Coining of both Gold and 
Copper : But his Stories of Cunobeline 
and Queen Brundvica, are: much of a 
piece with thoſe of Door (a) Plott's 
Praſutagus ; all..of 'em liable to very 
juſt and (to me) unanſwerable Obje- 
Ctions. For my own part , Iam of Opt- 
nion, that never any ofthe Britz/ Kings 
did Coin Money : But that even their 
Tribute-Money (like the Daxe-Gel/t and 
Peterpence afterwards) was the ordinary 
Current Coin ; which was brought in 
(or minted here) by the Romans them- 
ſelves, as long as this Iſland continu a 
Province. The moſt (if not all) of the 
foremention'dpieces, which are not Coun- 
terfeits, I take to be Amulets ; whereof 
Tho. (b) Bartholine gives this ſenſible Ac- 
count : Zabuere Veteres in Paganiſmo res 
quaſdam portatiles, ex Argento vel Auro 
fattas, Imaginibus Deorum, facie human! 
Expreſſorum fignatas,quibus FuturorumCog- 
nitionem explorabant, & quarum poſſeſſione 
felices ſe & guodam quaſi Numinis frapee 
tutos judicabant.Theſe were in uſe among 
the Romans a good while (c) after they 


(s) Nar. Hift. of Oxfordſh. cap. 10. (5) Antiq. Dan. 
P- 466, (5) Vid. Spariian. in Caracal. 
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came into Britain: and the Amula(from 
whence they had their Name) was a little 
drinking (a) Cup, moſt probably of this 
very Faihion. If any man diſlikes my 
Conjefture, I am willing Sir John Pettus 
ſhould Umpire the matter between us ; 
and his Suppoſition (that Cozy is an (b) 
AbſtraQt of Coynobeline, who firſt coin'd 
Money at Maldes) will for ever decide 
the Controverlie. 


After the Conqueſt, The firſt man 
that attempted the Wriring of the old 
Britiſh Hiſtory was Geoffery Archdeacon 
of Monmouth ; and he did it to ſome 
purpoſe. This Author tiv'd under King 
(c) Stephen, about the year 1150. He 
had a peculiar fancy for Stories ſurmount- 
ing all ordinary Faith : which inclin'd 
him to pitch upon King Arthur's feats of 
Chivalry , and Merlyx's Prophecies, as 
proper ſubjects for his Pen. But his moſt 
famous piece is his Chronicon frue Hiſto- 
ria Britouum ; Which has taken fo well 
as to have had ſeveral (4) Impreſſions. In 
this he has given a perfe&t Genealogy of 


(a) Col. Rhodig. Antiq. Le&. lib. 27. cap. 27. 
(5) Gloſs. ad Fler. Min. voce Coin, (c) 7. Pits, p. 217. 
(4) Apud Jo. Badium A.D. 1508. & Hydelb. 587, &c- 
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the Kings of Britain from the Days of 
Brutus : wherein we have an ExaCtt Regi- 
ſter of above Seventy glorious Monarchs 
that ruFd this Ifland, before ever Falius 
Ceſar had the good fortune to be ac- 
quainted with it. The firſt ſtone of 
this fair Fabrick was laid by Nemniuas : | 
but the Superſtructure is all Fire-new, 
and purely his own. They that are 
concern'd for the Credit of this Hiſtori- 
an tell us, that he had no further hand 
in the Work, than only to tranſſate an 
ancient Welſh Hiſtory brought out of 
Britany in France by Walter Calenius, 
Archdeacon of Oxford ; who was him- 
{elf an eminent Antiquary, and added | 
a (a) Supplement to the Book. The 
Tranſlation of the whole he commit- 
ted to the care of his Friend Geof7y ; 
who (ſays (5) Matt. Pars) approv'd him- 
ſelf Tuterpres verus: And there I am 
willing to let , the matter reſt. The 
Tranſlator might have employ'd his 
time better, yet may be an honeſt 
man : But the Author (whoever he 
was) has baſely imposd upon the 
World, and was certainly ſomething of 
another Nature. The beſt defence that 
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(a) 3. Pits, p. 198. (b) Ad An, 1151, lf 


— > OC ——————— 


(96) 


can be made for it is that which was 
written by Sir John Priſe ; and is pub» 
liſh'd under the Title of (a) Hiftoriz 
Britannice Defenſio : to which ſome- 
thing further is added by (5) Mr. She- 
| rs (if it could be help'd) to 
part with any thing of an old Story 
that looks gay, and is but even tole- 
rably well contriv'd. As to the regard 
(ſays the ingenious Mr. (c) Lhwyd) due 
to ths Hiſtory in general, the judicious 
Reader may conſult Dr. Powel's Epiſtle 
(4) De Britannica Hiſtoria reqte Intel- 
ligend4; and Dr. Davies's Preface to his 
Britiſh Lexicon ; and balance them with 
the Arguments and Authority of thoſe that 
wholly rejett them. 1 am not for wholly re- 
jeting all that's coritained in that Hi- 
ſtory ; believing there is ſomewhat of 
Truth in it, under a mighty heap of 
Monkiſh Forgeries : But, for the main, 
Iam of (e) Camdes's Judgment ; and 
T hope my Friend will allow me to 
think the Arguments and Authority of 
that Writer and common Senſe ro be as 
weighty (in theſe Matters) as thoſe of 
the two greateſt DoRors in Chriſten- 


(a) 4to. Lond. 1573. (5) De Orig. Gentis Angl. 
p- 124.2d 134. (c) Camd. Brit. N. E. p. 603. (4) In 
calce Editionis ſuz Pont, Firun, (ce) Britan. 112 Mon- 
mout hjb, 
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dom. Ponticus Virunnius, an Ttalian , 
(a) Epitomiz'd it; and indeed 'ris of a 
Complexion fitter for the Air of 7raly 
than England. 


Cotemporary with this Feoffrey was Corado- 
Caradocus Monk of Lancarvan ; who cus Lan- 
contented himſelt with the Writing cf a carven/#2. 


Hiſtory of the Petty Kings of Wales, af- 
ter they were driven into that Corner 
of the Iſland by the Saxons. This Hi- 
ſtory (which was written originally in 
Latin, and brought as low as the Year 
I156, by its Author ) was afterwards 
tranſlated into Eng/iſh by Humphrey 
Lhuid; and enlarg'd and publiſh'd by 
(4) Dr. Powel. There are three MSS. 
of good note, mention d by (c) Arch- 
biſhop @ſper, which ſeem to reach 
much higher than Caradocus pretends ro 
go; all which I gueſs ro have been 
written about the ſame Time. The fir(t 
is in Welſh, in Sir John Cotton's Library ; 
reported to be the ſame that was tran-= 
ſlated by Feoffrey of Monmouth. The 
Second is in old Engliſh by one Lazimon : 
and the Third (as I take it) in Latis, 
by Geraldus Cornubienhs. 


(s) 8*, Lond. 1585. curante D. Powel. (6) 4*. Lond. 
1584. (c) Hiſt. Ecc]. Brit. p. 29, 3:. 
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King Arthur, and his Knights of the 
Round Table, made ſo conſiderable a 
Figure in the Britifþ Hiſtory, that .ma- 
ny Learned Men have been at a preat 
deal of Trouble toclear up that Prince's 
Title, and to ſecure that part of Feof- 
frey's Story, whatever Fate might at- 
tend the Reſt, The firſt Stickler (a- 
gainſt Will. Neubrigenſis, &c.) was one 
Grey, the ſuppos'd Author of Scalechro- 
icon; Whom (a) Pits calls Fohn, and 
ſays, he was Biſhop of Norwich and E- 
let of Canterbury, and that he dy'd 
A.D. 1217. Biſhop (b) Jewel calls him 


Thomas. About two hundred Years af- 


ter him, 7ho. Matory (a Welſh Gentle- 
man) wrote King Arthur's Story in Eng- 
liſh; a Book that is, in our Days, often 
ſold by the Ballad-ſingers with the like 
Authentick Records of Guy of Warwick 
and Bevis of Southampton, But, about 
the middle of the laſt Century, his chief 
Champions appeard on the Stage ; in 
defence of him againſt Polydore Yirgil's 
fierce attack. Theſe were (c) Sir Fohn 


Priſe and (d) Mr. Leland, the latter 


a) 7. Pits, p. 6809. (6) Def. Apolog. Par. I. p. 11. 
* Hitt. Brir. Def. 4*. Lond, 1573. (4) Aſkrt. Regis 
Arth. 4*. Lond, 1544- 
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whereof was as able as any Man alive 
to give the Story all the Light which 
the Kingdom could afford it. And yet 
his Treatiſe is the moſt liable to Excepti- 
on of any thing he ever publiſh'd. Ma- 
ny of the Authors he quotes are only 
Jeoffrey of Monmouth's Echoes ; others 
come not up to the Queſtion ; and ſome 
are too Modern. Theſe, and more Ob- 
#Ctions are rais'd againſt this Hiſtory by 
our moſt Learned Biſhop (a) Stilling- 
fleet ; who nevertheleſs confeſſes that he 
has ſufficiently prov'd that there was 
ſuch a Prince. - So that, it ſeems, there 
is ſomething of (4) plain Stuff in the 
Story; whatever Imbroydery may be In- 
troduced by the Spaniſh vein of Roman» 
cing. Arth; Kelton's Chronicle of the 
(c) Brutes, and H. (d) Lyte's Records, 
&c. are ſuch Whimſical and Imperfet 
Pieces as not to deferve the being nam'd 
with the laſt mentiond Authors ; tho' 
they treat much on the fame Sub- 
ze; 


Ee 


(s) Orig. Bric. p. 339, &c. (6) Sir 7. Temple's In 
trod. p. 51, 52, $53. (c) 8*. Lond. 1547. (4) Ath. 
Oxon. Vol. I p. 293. 
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After King Charles the Second's Re- 
Ntoration, Mr. Robert Vaughan (a Learn- 
ed Gentleman of Meryonidſhire ) pub- 
liſh'd his (a) Britiſh Antiquities Reviv'd ; 
wherein are a great many very pretty 
Remarks and Diſcoveries. The Author, 
it appears, was well known to Arch- 
biſhop (4) Uſher ; by whoin he was 
much countenanc'd and encourag'd in 
theſe Studies. In one of his Letters to 
that renown'd Primate, he ſays, he had 
now finiſh'd his Annals of Wales ; which 
he then ſent to be perus'd by his Grace, 
and to receive his Approbation (if wor- 
thy of it) for the Preſs. What became of 
thar Work, I cannot tell: but it has not 
yet appear'd fo publickly as the Author 
(it ſeems) long ſince intended it ſhould. 
His Executors owe him and us the Ju- 
ſtice of ſending abroad whatever they 
have of his that's compleat: For he lett 
alſo behind him a large Colletion of 0- 
ther Manuſcript Papers, relating to the 
ſame Subjet ; which were ſometime 


'1n the Pofleflion of Sir William Wil- 


liams. 


(a) 4* Oxon. 1662. (5) See Anchbiſh, Uſter's Let- 
ters, p. 261, 270, &Cc. 
Aﬀter 
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After him came forth Aylet Sammes 4 Ly 


with his (a) Britannia Antiqua Illuſtra- 
ta ; wherein he ferches the Original of 
the Britiſh Cuſtoms, Religion and Laws, 
from the Phenicianss. This Conceit 
(which is all that looks new in his Book ) 
is wholly borrow'd from Bochartus ; as 
is his long Diſcourſe of the Ofl- «ſpring ot 
the Saxons, from Sheringham. As for 
his own part, 'tis viſible he equally 
underſtood the Phenician, Britiſh, Go« 
thick, Saxon, and Iſhandic Languages; 
and, if left to himſelf, could as catily 
have brought the Britains from New 
Spain, and the Saxons from M:dagaſcar, 
Upon the firit publiſhing of this Book, 
Mr. Oldenburg (Secretary to the Royal 
Society) gave a very obliging (4) Cha- 
rater both of the Work and irs Aus 
thor: who (by what the ( c ) Oxford 
Antiquary has fince toid us) was every 
way unworthy - of tuch a C: ompiemenr, 
— his Uncle or him{ſeli was the 
he Author of what he was picasd to 
publiſh under his own Name, is nor 


” S— —— 


0) Fol. Lond. 1676. (5) Phi lof. Tranf; &. Num. 
1:4. Þ. 596. (c) Arhen, Oxon. Vol. II. p. $79. 
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worth our while to enquire. But, if we 
believe Mr. Wood that Aylet had never 
fo much as heard of John Leland Before 
the Tear 1677, he's the moſt unaccoun- 
table and ridiculous Plagiary and Buf- 
foon that ever had his ' Name in the 
Title Page of any Book whatever. For 
that which he pretends to be his, was 
Printed the Year before ; and (in the 
Preface to it) we are told, that 'twas 
John Leland's aſſerting, that the main 
Body cf the Welſh Language conſiſted 
of Hebrew and Greek words , which 
firſt put the Author upon his ſearch 
into the Stories of the Phanician Voy» 
ages. So that, it's very probable that 
g00d Maſter Sammes never read ſo much 
as the Preface to his Book: Or elſe, 
either he or Mr. Wood muſt be under 
the misfortune of a very treacherous 
Memory. 


F. Aubu- Something of value might have been 
rey. expected from the many Years Labours 
and ColleAtions of that excellent Ariti- 
quary John Aubrey Eſquire, Fellow of 
the Royal Society ; if the Propoſals he 
lately made for the publiſhing of his Me- 
#umenta Britannica had met with a ſui 
es | table 
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table Reception. The World is not 
come to that Ripeneſs we hope for, as 
duely to reliſh Works of this Nature : 
but how well his have deſerv'd a bet- 
ter Encouragement than hitherto they 
have met with, is apparent from the lit- 
tle Taſts we have of 'em in the late E- 
dition of the Britannza ; eſpecially in 
Wiltſhire, Herefordſhire and Wales. 
He would have given us (if we had 
been ſo kind to our ſelves as to have ac- 
cepted his Pains) a good view of the 
Temples, Religion and Manners, of the 
Ancient Druids; of the Camps, Ca- 
les, Military ArchiteQure , &c. of 
both Britains and Romans. But we re- 
jected his offers; and may poſlibly too 
fate repent of our Folly. 


As to the Roman Writers, there are Roman 
hardly any that treat of the Afﬀairs of Hiftori. 
this Iſle any otherwiſe than occaſionally «rs. 


only, and by the bye; The Deſign of 
Ceſar's Commentaries is to give the 
World an Account of the molt glorious 
Paſſages of his own Life; and what he 
lays of Britain (as well as Germany) is 
apparently what he could pick up from 
uncertain Tattle and Hear-ſay, Some- 
: | H 4 thing 
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thing better bottom'd are the Stories we 
meet with afterwards in Tacitus, Dio 
Caſſius, Snetonius, "Eutropius, Spartianus, 
Capitolinus, Lampridius, Yopiſcus, (a) &c. 
who may all be ſuppos'd to have had 
the peruſal of ſuch Memorials as were, 
from time to time, ſent to the Empe- 
rours from their Lieutenants (and other 
chiet Officers ) in this Province. In 
the uſe of theſe, the Reader ought to take 
a deal of Leifure and Caution. For 
moſt of *em ſeem to have been looſe In- 
digeſted Adverſaria ; ſuch as had not tlie 
laſt Examination and Thoughts of their 
Authors; and do therefore want the Re- 
gard that ſhould be had to Order and 
Time. Beſides the ſeveral Tracts are 
not well aſcertain'd to their Genuine and 
Proper Writers; the not heeding where- 
of may draw one unawares into very 
dangerous miſtakes. Theſe Defects are 
happily ſupply'd by the famous Mr. Dod- 
wel/, in his late Learned Prelettiones 
(4) Camdeniane; which will be highly 
ſerviceable to all ſuch as ſhall hereatter 
engage in theſe Studies. Indeed Tact. 


—— - — ——— ---—_— 


(a) Vid. Hift. Auguft. Script. Edit. 4 Fred. Sylburgio, 
in 2 Vol. Fol. Francof. 1588, (6) 8*. Oxon. 1692, 
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tw's Life of Agricola (eſpecially as im- 
prov'd by (a) Sir Henry Savil's moſt ad- 
mirable Tranſlation and Learned Notes) 
looks ſomething like a juſt Treatiſe upon 
that great General's Condud here; and 
is done with that Fairneſs and Reſpect to 
the Natives, that I cannot ſee but Gal- 
gacus is made to talk as Bravely, Grace- 
fully and Eloquently, as the beſt of his 
Enemies. Many Defects in theſe Ac- 
counts have been likewiſe ſupply'd (as 
well as good ſtore of Conjetural Mi- 
ſtakes, in more Modern Authors, reQi- 
fy'd) by the Roman Inſcriptions and 
Coins found in ſeveral parts of our I- 
ſland ; and there are daily new Diſcove- 
, ries of both theſe ſorts. 


Since the acceptable Services done to Inſcriptiy 
the Students of Antiquities by Gruterus 0s. 
and Reynefrus, the Inſcriptions on Altars 
and other Monuments have carry'd a 
very high price ; and (among others) 
the Antiquaries of our own Nation have 
fanſy'd that our Hiſtory has had great 
Improvements from ſuch as have been 
diſcover'd here. Thoſe that Mr. Camden 


(a) Pol. Lond. 1598. 7 
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met with were all preſerv'd (as choice 
Ornaments) in his Britannia; and fomt 
few have been added in the late Edition 
of that Work. Many more might un- 
doubtedly be had for ſeeking after: And 
'tis no ſmall Unhappineſs, that, among 
the many Advancements of Learning in 
this Age, the Recovery of theſe precious 
Treaſures ſhould be ſo much neglected. 
+ The Perſons employ'd in theſe Searches 
ought to be Men of Probity as well as 
Knowledge ; Religiouſly ſcrupulous in 
obtruding any thing upon the World, 
under the Venerable Name of Antiquity, 
which has not an honeſt Title to that 
Character. Amnius of Viterbo's ſcanda- 


lous Proje of railing the Credit of that- 


City by ſome forg'd Inſcriptions (which 
he had caus'd to be hid in the Neighbou- 
ring Fields, and afterwards difcover'd in 
a Boaſting Triumph) has been juſtly re- 
ſented and exploded by all true Lovers of 
ancient Learning : But the Inclinations 
of all Men are ſo naturally bent upon 
doing Honour and Service to their Na- 
tive Country in their own way (and 
the Temptations that we meet with in 
theſe Studies are ſo many and ſtrong) 
that a very great ſhare of Integrity 1s 

requiſite 
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requiſite to the making of a Complete 
Antiquary. 


Mr. Camden (a) tells us, that, from Coins. 


the Time of Claud7an to that of Yalenti- 
ian (about five kundred years) the Ro- 
man Coin only was current in this Nati- 
on: And that (whereas all Money for 
this part of the World was, for a long 
time, coin'd either at Rome, Lions or 
Treves) Conſtantine the Great erected a 
Mint at London. Some of his Pieces, 
which were there coin'd, I have in my 
poor Colleftion ; and they are not un- 
common in many of the Muſa in Eng- 
land. But, long before his Days, his 
Predeceſſors took occaſion to magnify 
their Exploits, in this other World of 
Great Britain, on the Reverſe of their 
Coins ; from whence ſeveral good Illu- 
ſtrations of that part of our Hiitory may 
be had. What are given us of this kind, 
in the Britannia, are very valuable: Bur 
their Numbers might be turther enlarg'd ; 
and we are the more encouraged to look 
after thoſe we want, becauſe 1 have nor 
yet heard that our Trayterous Engliſh 


| (s) Remains, Þ. M. 199. 
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Money - makers have hitherto buſy'd 
themſelves in Counterfeiting any Coin 
of ſo ancient a Date. Such Rogueries 
are common in France and Germany ; 
where moſt of their old Medals have 
been Copy'd (and many New Ones of 
the firſt Cz/ar's ſtamp'd and minted) by 
Modern Artiſts: And yet, even there, 
thoſe that relate to the Afﬀairs of this 
Iſle are always allow'd to be True and 
Genuine. 
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EaNAFP. I: 
Of the Hiſtories, and other Monu- 


ments, that relate to the 1imes 
of the Saxons and Danes. 


5 Diſpatch that Sir Wi7ian 
Templemakes of the Saxon times 
is very ſhort and pithy 3 and the Cha- 
rater he gives of their Writers 1s ſo 
full of Contempt, that C if we were 
{ure it came from a proper Judge ) 
'twould fave an Antiquary a great 
deal of trouble and pains. The Authors 
( he (a) ſays) of thoſe barbarous and illie 
terate Ages are few and mean : and per- 
haps the raugh courſe of thoſe Lawleſs 
Times and 4TFions would have bten too 
jenoble a ſubjeF for a good Hiſtorian. 
The times were not ſo lawleſs, nor 
the Anthors fo few and wear, as he 
imagines. A great many of the Re- 
cords of thoſe days,we own, are loſt ; 
but there are till more remaining, 
than any of our Neighbour-Nations 


— 
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can pretend to ſhew, relating to the 
Tranſactions of thoſe Ages. We know 
not what's become of the Book King 
(b) Elfred wrote againft Corrupt 


- Judges 3 of his Collettion of the old 


Saxon Sonnets; ot St. Aldhelrr's Hymns, 
and other Mutical Compoſures, ec, 
And yet we havea pretty good ſtock 
of their Laws and Hiſtorical Treatiſes; 
and thoſe that have been converſant 
in 'em do not think they have thrown 
away their time upon ſo 7gnoble a Sub- 
je# as ſome may fanſie it. | 
Before a juſt Sentence could be 
paſs'd in this caſe, the Judge ought to 
have had the leiſure and patience to 
have made himſclf a perfe&t Maſter of 
the Saxon Language; which he might 
do either in the method preſcrib'd by 
(c) Mr. Lambard or (4d) Dr. Hickes. 
To this purpoſe, it had been conve- 
nient that hc had furniſh'd himſelf, in 
the firſt place, with a Saxon Gram- 
mar, fince our Tongue is now very 
much alterd in the Conſtruction and 
Termination of ſuch words as we till 
retain, from that of. our Anceſtors. 


(b) Vid. Fifred. Mag, Vit. p. 82, 92, 93 (c)Ar- 
chaton. Przf. ad LeR. p. 2+ (4) Prat. ad Gram. Saxon. 
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Whether the Monks of Taviftoke fwho, 
as (ec) Camden tells us, had a Saxon 
LeCGure intheir Monaſtery) ever com- 
pil'd any thing of this kind, is not 
known tho it has been lately (f) re. 
ported, that, in the beginning of the 
Civil Wars, there wasſucha Grammar 
there printed. The firſt attempt to- 
wards it, that we hear of, was by 
Mr. John Joſſelixe, Archbiſhop Parker's 
Secretary 3 who drewup a Specimen, 
which 1s now hardly tobe: met with. 
Mr. Sozrner prefix'd ſome ſhort Gram- 
matical Rules to his Dictionary : but 
Mr. Janizs did not (as far as. I could 
ever learn ) bend his thoughts that 
way. Biſhop Fe// was earneſt with 
Dr Marſhal! (late Reftor of Lincoln- 
College) to-draw up a Grammar ; and 
he devolv'd the work upon one much 
more unfit for the employment, whe 
bad made ſome Collections to that 
purpoſe. His endeavours were ſuper- 
{eded by the excellent performance 
of Dr. Hickes, who has publiſh'd his 
Inſtitutiones (g) Grammatice Anglo- 
Jaxonice, &c. The Book diſcovers. 
an Accuracy 1n this Language beyond 


Ce) Britan, in Devon. (f) N, E. Camd. Brit. 
D. 3?. Tg).4qto. Oxon. 158g, ' 
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the Attaifttments of any that had gone 
before him in that Study 3' and will be 
ot moſt neceflary uſe to ſich as ſhall 
apply themſelves to the right under- 
ſtanding of the ancient Hiſtory and 
Laws of this Kingdom. But, as alt 
firſt Dranghts of any fort are uſually 
Imperfect,. ſo there ſeem to be ſome 
Defects in this that may be ſupply. 
For Example, There wants a Chapter 
af the variety of Diale&ts 3 which 
might have been had -out of the Nor- 
thern Interlineary Verſions of the 
Goſpel mention'd by DoCtor (b) Mar- 
ſhall : One whereof is peremptorily 
affirm'd to have belong'd to St. Cuth- 
ber:, as the other (in all likelihood ) 
did to Venerable Bede. 

'- After the Grammar is well and 
carefully perusd, the next Enquiry 
ought to be after ſuch Dictionaries as 
have been written in the Saxor 
Tongue ; whereof we ſhall meet with 
as great plenty as we did in the Br. 
tifh, We find, that even in thoſe 
Barbarous Ages, they had ſome few 
men of Learning , who colle&ed ſe. 
veral Vocabularies, in Saxoz and La, 


CU 
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tin, for the ufe of their Schopl-boys. 
Some of theſe are ſtill remaining, ha- 
ving been carefully pick'd np and 
tranſcrib'd by Mr. Jaizs. The chicf 
of them are the two that bear the 
Name of the learned lfric : where- 
of the worſe was printed, with his 
Grammar, in the end of Mr. So»rer's 
Dictionary 3 the better ſtil] continu- 
ing in Manuſcript ( notwithſtanding 
&) Mr. Wharton's Remark to the con- 
trary) both in Cottoz's Library, and 
in that of St. Johr's College in Ox- 
ford, as well as amonglt Junins's Tran. 
ſcripts. Out of theſe, and other helps, 
the moſt Induſtrious of our Exglifþ 
Antiquaries have compild their Saxoz 
Dictionaries; very ſerviceable towards 
the carrying on of theſe intricate and 
uſeful Studies. All that I have heard 
of .in this kind, are : 1. That which 
was drawn up by Laxr. Neet, Dean of 
Litchfield, in the beginning of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign: whoſe Original 
Manuſcript fell into the hands of 
Mr. Selder, and is now in Bodley's Li- 
brary 3 as a fair Copy of it is amongſt 
Tunins's MSS. 2. John Joſſcline's ; 


_— —— — = an 
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ſaid to be in (k) Cottor's Library, tho 
Dr. Hickes does not mention, it in his 
Catalogue. 3. Will. Somner's ; which 
was (1)publiſh'd at the Earneſt Requeſt 
and Charges of ſome of the moſt 
Learned Men in this Kingdom. The 
chief Additions he made, to what was 
done to his hand by the two fore- 
mentioned Gentlemen, were out of 
Cedmon's Paraphraſe, and the Medici- 
nal MS. in the King's Library 3 toge- 
ther with two old Gloſlaries in /Sir 
Johy Cotton's. 4. That moſt elaborate 
one of Fr. Junius, who has infinitely 
outdone -all that went before him. 
His large Gloſſary or Lexicon of the 
five old Northern Languages'(where- 
of the Saxon has the preference) may 
be ſeen in the Author's own MS. in 
Bodley's Library; and a fair Tranſcript 
of it (in Eleven Volumes, at the charge 
of the late pious Biſhop Fe/) in the 
Muſeure Aſhmoleanum. It was delign'd 
for the Preſs by that moſt excellent 
Prelate 3 and may be yet hoped for, 
as ſoon as it ſhall pleaſe God to reſtore 
to us the Bleſſing of Peace, together 
with (one ofitscertain Conſequences) 


(hb) Titles of Hon. p. 82. (1!) Fol. Oxon, 1659. 
| the 
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the Encouragement of Induſtry and 
good Learning. We may likewiſe 
then expect the ſame Author's Etymo- 
logicum Anglicanum, a. work complete- 
ly finiſhd in two Volumes 3 which 
will be alſo of ſingular ufe to our Ez- 
glifþ Antiquary. After theſe I can 
hardly think' it worth the while to 
take notice of the Imperte& Colletti- 
ons made by Sir William Dngdale 1n 
Saxon and Engliſh 5 nor of two Ano- 
nymous Fragments, of the hike kind, 
in the Libraries of Sir Thomas Bodley 
and Bennet. College. 


To theſe Dictionaries ought to be /,/7; 
added the Gloſſaries of Sir Henry Spel- ries. 


4%14n and Mr. Somner ,, which explain 
the hard and obſolete Words fre- 
quently occurring in our ancient Hiſto- 
ries and Laws The former of theſe 
was firſt (--* publiſh d Imperfett : but 
in the (#) Second and Third Editions 
that Defect 1s ſupply'd. That the 
whole is the true Genuine Work of 
Its pretended Author, appears from 
the uniformity of the Style in both 
parts; from the Quotations of the 
ſame Manuſcripts; References m both 


Cm) Fol. Lond. 15:5, (Cn) Fel. Lord 1564, OG 
1687, 


I 4 to 


Cine. 
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to the Readings of his Grandfather 
Sir John Spelman , ec. *Twas a great 
misfortune that thelate publiſher of jt 
was not made acquainted with the 
Notes and EFnlargements upon the 
whole amongſt Soxrner's Manuſcriptsin 
the Library at Carterbury, Theother 
Gloſſary was long after compil'd by 
W. Somner, and annex'd to the 0 De- 
cem Scriptores, publiſh'd by Sir Roger 
Twiſden, who acknowledges, that 
without it that work had been a very 
dry and uſeleſs performance. . Out of 
theſe two Dx Freſne uſually tran- 
ſcribes whatever he has, 1n his 'p) 

reat work, which relates to the dif- 
ficult paſſages in our old Laws, ec. 


' Dr. Wats has added a Gloſlary to his 


Edition of M. Paris ; which may be 
very ſerviceable tov a young Engliſh 
Antiquary : And {q) Mr I|Whelocpro- 
mi>'d one of his Compoſure. 

Theres not much to be learn'd 
from any Coins we have of our Saxor 
Kings , their Silver ones being all of 
the ſame Size, and generally very 
ſlovenly minted. In this Metal they 


(0) Fol. Lond. 1652. (p) Gloſſar, ad Script. Med. 
& Infim. Latinit. 3 Vol. Parif. Fol. 4678. (9) In Przt- 
ad Archaion, Guil. Lambardi. 


hy. 


coin'd 
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coin'd only Pexzies , worth about 
three pence of our preſent Money. 
But they had- alſo (as appears from 
the Saxon ( r) Goſpels Halfpennies 
and Farthings3 which perhaps were 
of a baſer Matter. They had alſo 
Half Farthings (cight to a Penny, hike 
the Liards de France) which they 
calld (s) Sticas : Of which kind [ 
take thoſe Braſs pices to be which 
were lately found near Rippon in 
Tork ſire, and by Sir Edward Blackt 
(into whoſe poſleſion they firſt came) _ 
kindly communicated to ſeveral cu- 
rious Antiquariesin that County. The 
reſt of their Money-Terms are Names 
of Accounts and Weights which are 
thus ſtated by (t} Camden. 
| ©... 
7. Their Shilling was 5 of 
their Pennies; in our Money © x 3 
2. Their Pound was their : 
43 5. Our ——————-—3 0 0 
2.Manca, Mancnſa or Mar- 
ca, about———— ——QO I © 
4+ Mancaof Gold, their 
30d. our —=— ——O 7 6 


————_ —— 


(r) Luc. 126.31. 2+ (5) Marc. 12.42. (!) Re- 
mains P.M, 290, 
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This computation (tho not exa@) 
comes near thetruth 3 and ss asmuch, 
or more, than we have occaſion for 
at preſent. Camden here omits their 
Thrimſa, which Sir Henry Spelman 
takes to have been three Shillings 
Mr. Seldex thinks it wasthe third part 
of a Shilling 3 and Mr.Somrer mo» 
deſtly owns he knows not what it 
was. As far as I am able to judge, 
King (#) Ethelſtan's Laws make the 
Thrimſa, Peninga and 'Sceat, all one 
thing. They tell usa Kings Weregild 
was thirty thouſand T1hrimſas : that 
is (ſay they) one hundred and twen- 
ty pounds. Now, one of their pounds 
being allow'd to be about three 
times the weight of ours, this Summ 
will amount to about three hnndred 
and fixty pounds of onr Money; and, 
there being eighty fix thouſand and 
four hundred pence in our three 
hundred and fixty Pounds, it follows 
that a Thrimſa is ſomewhat leſs than 
our three pencez which is the ſame 
with their Pexinga or Sceat. 

In ſeveral (w) Libraries, and in 
many Regiſter-Books of our oldeſt 


Cu) Vid. LL. Zthelſtan. R. edit. Wheloc p. 55- 
(w) Bibl.Cot, Tiber. A. 13.Nero, E. 1, 131. & 132.&c. 


Mona- 
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Monaſteries, we have a deal of Char. 
ters granted (and pretended to. be 
granted) by our Saxor Kings: but 
they are very cautiouſly to be ad- 
mitted and allow d on. The moſt an- 
cient that we mect with are thoſe that 
are ſaid to have ben granted by (x) 
Ethelbert King of Kent, about the 
Year 605. and they have ſuch Marks 
of Forgery upon them, as would 
make a Man jealous of medling with 
any others ofthe like kind. The Ree 
cords of the very Church of Canter- 
bury, to which theſe Grants are ſaid 
to have been made, aſſure us that 
King Withered / who reignd almoſt a 
whole Century after Ethelbert) was 
the firſt that gave out Charters in 
Writing , his Pregecettors thinking 
their bare word ſuftcient to ſecure 
any of their Gifts and Benefactions. 
Nay, one of thcir own ( ») Monks 
acquaints us, that his Brethren were 
eminent Artiſts at coimng of Char- 
ters: and we have all the reaſon in 
the world 10 take his Word for it. 
The Cheat may commonly be diſco- 
verd bya ſtrict Enquiry after, and 


— ——— 


Cx) H. Spelm. Concil. Tom. 1, p 118, 119, 120. 
(y) Gervaf, Dorob ad an, 1181. 
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comparing of, .their Dates and the 
Times of ſuch Witneſſes ( Biſhops, 
Abbots, ec.) as are brought in to at- 
teſt their Truth. Mr. Wharton (s ) 
ſays, he could rarely obſerve one 
Sexon Charter, penn'd in their own 
Tongue,to have been counterfeited : 
and the reaſon he affigns, is, becauſe 
all the Forgery came in afterthe Gon- 
queſt, when the hungry Normans 
put the Monks and others upon pro- 
ving their Titles to their Lands and 
Houſes, or otherwiſe. made bold to 
ſeize them into their own hands. 
Now, what was written in the Saxor 
Tongue being generally ſlighted, it 
was neceſſary they ſhould produce 
their Grants mm Latin, it they expect» 
ed that their new Maſters would ever 
regard or caſt an Eye on them. Ano- 
ther occaſion wasafterwards taken of 
feigning Charters, upon William the 
Conqueror's extraordinary one to his 
new creed Monaſtery at Battle- 4b- 
bey; whereby he exempted the Ab« 
bot there, and his Monks, from all 
Epiſcopal Juriſdiction. This ſet the 
Religious, 1n other parts of the King- 


— — 
. 


(2) Praf. ad Angl. Sacr. par. 2. P- 3+ 
dom, 
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dom, upon graſping at the like Im- 
munitiesz and, to that end, they fre- 
quently tramed the like Grants from 
former Kings. R. Fabian (a) will tell 
us, that the firſt Charter the Citizens 
of London ever had was granted by 
King William the Firſt; which (not- 
withſtanding the great Antipathy 
which he is ſaid to have againſt it) & 
written in the Saxon Tongue, ſeal'd 
with — Wax; and expreſt in eight or 
nine Lines. 

A great many of their Laws have Las. 
been publiſhtz and we ate not with- 
out hopes but that a good deal-more, 
which hitherto have lain ig private 
hands, will ſhortly appear abroad. 
The firſt attempt towards ſo good a 
ſervice to the Kingdom was made by 
A. Nowel, who colle&ed all he could 
find, and left them to- be tranſlated 
by his Friend W. Lambard. He ac- 
cordingly made them (6b) publick - 
but his Tranſlation is ſo falſe and af- # 
fected, that the Leſt Judges of ſuch a 
performance have not bcen fatisfy*d 
with it. For which reaſon (c) Mr. Ju- 


(a) Vel. 1. p- 310. (b) Archainom. 4to. Lund. 
1558. & Fol, Cgnta.$1644. (<c) laPrat. ad Gloff, 
Goth, 

miks + 
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zius recommends the old Tranſlation 
in John Bromptor's Hiſtory , as much 
more correct, and better to be rely'd 
on. Mr. Somner took the pains to re- 
view the Book, and to corre& his 
Errors; adding ſeveral Laws omitted 
by Lambard, and giving a (Cd) 'dou- 
ble Tranſlation, in I atiz and I:zgliſh, 
to the whole. Theſe are now, with 
What elſe of that kind was left un» 
publiſh'd by that induſtrious perſon, 
in the Cuſtody of the Dean and 
Chapter of Canterbury. Mr. Junius 
took the like pains with the Book ; 
and his Emendations are to be had at 
Oxford. . But ſtill there are ſeveral] 
Saxon Lawsin Manuſcript 5 which we 
have good hopes will e're long be 
publiſht. At leaſt, thoſe of 'em that 
relate to the Aﬀairs of the Church, 
will be given us in a better Edition 
of Sir Henry Spelman's Councils : Of 
which more hereafter. 

| By the way, I amnot ſatisfy'd with 
the - Opinion of Camden, I ambard , 
—_ (and, generally, all our 

nelih Antiquaries ' and Hiſtorians 
who have treated of theſe matters) 


_— 


(4) Kennet's Life of Sornn. p. 52, 


that 


( 113) 


that there were in this Kingdom, be- 
fore the Conqueſt, three Codes or 
Digeſts of Laws: which, from the 
ſeveral Countries wherein they firſt 
prevaild, were rightly named the 
Weſt-Saxon, Mercian and Daniſh Laws. 
This conceit is derivd down, with- 
out Contradiction or due Examina- 
tion, from the moſt early Tranſlators 
of our Saxon Records; who took it 
for granted that Laga (in Weſtſexeva 
laga, Myrcenalagaand Denelaga ) was 
a word of the ſame Import and Signi- 
fication with the Normran Ley. Where- 
as, in truth, Laga or Lage is properly 
a Country or Diſtrict : and fo, 'tis 
very evident, it ought to have been 
tranſlated in the Laws of e) Ethel- 
bert, (f) Cnute, and (g Edward the 
Confetſor; even in thoſe very parts 
of 'em which have occaſfion'd all theſe 
miſtakes. 


— 


| —— —— 


(e) Archaion. Edit. Whehec. p.83.00 Mypcenalans, 
xfTeP fengla lage, Quz male Lambards, Merci, 
que legibus Anglorum gubernatuw. Reftius--que poſte y 
Dito Anglorum, (f) Th. p- 110. On Denalaga & on 
Engla laga. i. Intra Ditiones Danicas 05 Anglicas. (2) 
IÞ. p. 149+ Erat Lex Danorum, Nortfelc, &c.. Quam 
ob omni ſenſu alienum ! Pro Lex itidem hic Loci Ditis 
ſive Provincia (ubſtituenda eſt. 
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It appears there were ſome Hiſtori- 


Ctronicle. as who wrote of the Sax0xy Afﬀairs 


before Venerable (b) Bede's time 3 
and I am inclinable to think that a 
part of their old Chronicle ( which 
has had ſo (i) mwxch hononr of late 
done to it by Mr. Gibſon ) is of that 
Age. The firſt Publilher of this No- 
ble Monument was Ab. Wheloc; who 
tranſlated it, and caus'd itto be print- 
ed in the end of his (4) Saxon Bede, 
He made uſe only of two Manuſcript 
Copies; one in Cottor's Library, the 
* other in that of Bexnet College : 
whereof the former ended with the 
year 1001, and the latter with 1070. 
Cottor's, he ſays, had been compar'd 
with a Third 3 which the Collater 
( whom he ſuppoſes to have been 
Mr. Joffeline) calls the Book of Peter- 
burgh. Mr. Gibſon had the advantage 
of three Copies more: 1, Laud: A 
fair one in Vellum, given by Arch- 
biſhop Laxd to the Univerſity of Ox- 
ford; which corredts thoſe that Ihe. 
loc had ſeen, and continues the Hilto- 
ry down to the year 1154. Fhis, he 
. fanſies, did anciently belong to the 


| CH) vid. Bed. Eccl. Hiſt. lib. 3- cap. 1 (7) Life of x 
Somn. p. 53. (4 ) Fol, Cantab, 154 - 


Mo- 
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Monaſtery of Peterburgh ; becauſe it. 
often largely inſiſts upon the Afﬀairs 
of that place. But, if it did ſo, *tis 
plain it cannot be the ſame where« 
with Mr. Wheloc's Cottonian MS. had 
been - compar'd,, tho its variations. 
from it are not very conſiderable, 
being moſtly in words, and not in 
ſence.. 2. Cant, Another Gift of the 
ſame Archbiſhop to the publick Li- 
brary at Oxford., *Tis a Paper-tran+ 
ſcript, of ſome Copy { now loſt }) dif- 
tering from all the reſtz and ſome= 
times explaining their dark paſlages, 
and ſupplying their defects. It ends 
with the year 977. 3. Cot. A better 
Copy , than it had been Mr. Wheloc's 
Fortune tq meet with in the (z») Cot- 
ton-Library : which was accurately 
compared with Whelec's Edition by 
Fr. Junins,. and ends A. D. 1057. Ont 
of all theſe we have the Text made 
up as entire and. compleat as *twas 
poſlible to give it us; with an ele- 
gant and. proper (-) Tranſlation, 
void of all affeted Strains, and un- 
lucky Miſtakes, which uſed to abonnd 
in Works of this kind. If ſome few 


— 
Es 
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(nm) Tiber, B, 4 #) 4to. Oxon. 1672, 
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paſſages have a little puzzPd the In» 
genions publiſher, let it be confider'd, 
that in theſe, Florence of Woreefter 
and Matthew of Weſtminſter ( who li- 
ved nearer the times wherein they 
were penn'd) were much more lamen- 
tably gravelV'd. Perhaps,ſome further 
Enlargements and Additions might 
yet be made to this Work, out of 
ſuch MSS. as came not early enough 
to Mr. Gibſer's View and Knowledge. 
Of this Number I take to be, 1- The 
Saxon Chronicle from Julins Ceſar 
down to the Reign of King Edward 
the Martyr, in (9) Sir John Cotton's 
Library : For (if it ends, as Mr. Whar- 
ton (p ) ſays it does, A. D. 975.) it 
muſt be different from what was per- 
us'd by A. Wheloc. 2. Another, in 
the ſame (4) Library, from Julizs 
Ceſar down to the Conqueſt”; which | 
was tranſerib'd by Somrer, and is now 
(under the Title of the Chronicle of { 
Abingdon) amongſt his MSS. at Canter- 
bury. 3- A Third, in Latinand Saxon, 
at the ſame (7) place; which is fre- ? 
quently referr'd to by (s) Mr. Whar- 7 


(os) Tiber. A. 6. (p) Angl, Sac. par. I. p. 176. [4 
(9) Tiber. B, 1. (r) Domitian, A, 8, (5) Anel, Sac, 
par. 1. p. 332, 558, 791, 796. : 
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ton, and ſeems to have recorded ma- 
ny particulars of Note not mention'd 
by any of the reſt. This Book was 
given to Sir Robert Cotton by Mr. Can 
den, ſays (t) Archbiſhop z who 
alſo mentions a-{(#) Copy of his own, 
worth the enquiring after.-4.The Book 
of Peterburgh , which was never tho- 
roughly compar'd with any Copy, hi- 
therto publiſht, and (w; differs from: 
them all. May we-not alſo bring into 
this Liſt thoſe hinted - at by (x) Mr. 
Kennet ; and that which ( y ) Mr. Som- 
ner had from Mr. I 4mbard? 1 think 

we may. 


The Hiſtory that js written by Bede Hip WY 


is ſo purely Eccleſiaſtical that 1t will 
not fall under our conſideration in 
this Chapter : But ſome of his Cotem- 
poraries are ſaid to have recorded the 
Civil Tranſattions of their. Times. 
"Thus Ciavbert {firſt Monk, and after- 
wards Biſhop, of Lincoln) is the-(z) 
reputed Arithor of the Annals of his 
own time; and Daniel Biſhop of the 
Weſt Saxons is (4) ſaid tohave writ- 


Ct) Uſſeriz Hiſt, Ecclef, p. 20. 218. (4) Ib. p. 182+ 
C») Ang]. Sacr. p. 40%. (x) Life of Somn. p. 39. 66* 
) Roman Ports, &c. p. 32. Vid. ctiam D. Hickeſjj, 
tal, Lib. Sept. p. 177. (2) 7. Pits, p. 127. Bale, 
Cent, 1. cap.89, (a) Pits, p.144. Bale, Cent.1, cap, 91s 
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ten four or five Hiſtorical Treatiſes. 1 
ſuppoſe there was no other grounds 
for dubbing theſe men Hiftorians, 
ſave only -Bede's grateful Acknowledg- 
ments of his being indebted to bot 
of 'em for the Informations and ACſ- 
ſiſtances they gave him towards the 
compiling his Eccleftaſtical Hiſtory : 
and, if he quotes them in twenty 
particulars, 'tis enough for either Bale 
or Pits to make them Authors of as 
many Books. 

To VW.Caxtor, I ſuppoſe, good 
Mr. Fox was oblig'd for the Account 
he gives us of King (b) lfred's com- 
piling a Story in the Saxon Speech, &c. 
But Bale and Pits have bravely (c) 
enlarg'd upon the matter ; aſſuringus 
that he did not only write Col/eFjones 
Chronicorum, but alſo AFa ſuorum Ma- 

ſtratuum. The Mirroir tes Faſtices 
(written in the days of Edward the 
Firſt) would incline us to believe the ® 
latter part of the ſtory; giving ſo very | 
punGual an (4d) Account of forty and 
four of his Judges executed, in one 
year, for corrupt Praftices. Bat all 
that now remains of that great Mo- 
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narch's Works (which relates to Hi- 
ſtory) is only his paraphraſtical Tran- 
ſlationof Bede, and a ſhort Genealo- 
gy of the Kings of the Weſt Saxons. 
The former of theſe will be treated 
on (e) hereafter , and the other may 
be ſeen among the Appendices ty-the 
Oxford Edition of his Lite. 


The earlieſt Account we have of 4/iz:. 


the Reign of this excellent Prince is 
owing to Aſſerius Menevenſes ; who 
hved in his Court, and is ſaid to ha- e 
been promoted by him to the Biſhop- 
rick of Sherburn., This Treatiſe was 
firſt publiſht by A. B. Parker, in the 
old Saxon Character, at the end of 
his Edition of :(f) 1hs. Walſinghan!'s 
Hiſtory. This he did to invite his 
Ezgliſþ Readers, and to draw them 
in unawares, toan Acquaintance with 
the Hand writing of their Anceſtors , 
in hopes to beget in 'em (by degrees) 
a Love for the Antiquities of their 
own Country. A4/erins wrote his So- 
veraign's Life no further than the 
45th year of his Age, which, accord- 
ing to his computation, fell in the 
year of our Lord:893. So that, tho 


— 


(e) Chap. 7+ (F) _—_— I $74. 
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the Book (as 'tis pabliſht) continue 
his Story to his Death, yet that part 
is borrowed from Authors of a later 
time 3 particularly,- the Copy. of 
Verſes, by way of Epitaph, is Henry 
of Hwntingdon's, He ſhows, through 
the whole, a great deal of Modeſty, 
eſpecially in the Account he gives of 
his own being call'd to Court, and 
his Reception there. He mentions no» 
thing of the Viſionary Dialogue 'twixt 
King #lfred and St. Cuthbert 5 which 
all the reſt of our Hiſtorians lar w 
inſiſt on, rogether with the hay e 
feds it had upon the Dioceſs of Lin- 
disfern.” He's exatly copy'd by Flo- 
rence of Worceſter, and others; when 
they come to treat of the great things 
of this Reign. As to what relates to 
the Truthor Falſhood of that Memo- 
rable Paſſage in this Book, mightily 
aſſerting the Antiquity of the Uni: 
verſity of Oxford, 1 ſhall not meddle 
at preſent; that matter having been 
ſufficiently canvaſs'd by (g) thoſe 
whoſe proper buſineſs led them to it. 
The beſt thing this Conteſt could do 
for us was the putting Sir John Spel. 
(8) Vid. Hiſt. & Antiq. Oxon. lib, x. p. 9, 10. Ee 
Vit. Alfr. R. p. 141, 142, 143, &c. 
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man upon writing a New (+) Life of 
this King 3 which he ſeems to have 


- undertaken chiefly upon a Deſign to 


vindicate the Univerſity of Cam ridge 


from the Refleftions which he appre- 


hended were caſt upon it by the”uſe 
that had been made of that paſſage. 
The moſt elaborate piece in his whole 
(*®) Book 1s on this Subject 5 and his 
zealous Management has afforded us 
ſome good Remarks of his own, and 
others of the learned Tranllator and 
Publiſher of his Work. Whether 
St. Neot ever wrote (as ſome have 
reported) the Life of King /EIfred, 
Sir John Spelman juſtly (7) doubts; 
and I am not able to reſolve him, 
unleſs the next Paragraph will unravel 
the matter. 

Another piece has been lately pab p;;,./+. 
liſhr, under the Titleof k Aferins's {[.rius 
Annals, by Dr. Gal:z who tells us ' 
that the wianuſcript Copy, which he 
uſed, is now in the Library of Trinity 
College in Cambridge. Jo Brompton 
(1) indeed cites ſeveral things, rela- 
ting tothe Story of King Offa, out of 


(b) Fol. Oxon. 1578. (*) Ibid. (+) Vit. Fife 
P- 3:4+ (4) Fol. Oxon, 1631. (/) 1:ter XR, Script» 
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Aſſeriuss Writings, which are not in 
his Life of ZEIfred. Hence ſome have 
concluded that he might poflibly 
have beenimpos'd upon by thoſe that 
had given the Name of that Author 
to ſuch Anonymous Collections as 
” they knew not how truly to Father; 

al the” Jealouſy may ſtill continue 
for any thing which this Book diſco- 
versto the contrary.” For' King Of 
is hardly named in it 3 and therefore 
Bromptox# muſt have hit upon a {'#) 
ſpurious piece, , how genuine ſoever 
this may prove. The learned Pub. 
liſher does not (z) queſtion but *tis 
the true Off-ſpring of Aſerius 5 and 
its inſiſting chiefly on the Fortunes of 
King Elfred ſeems to countenance 
his Opinion. Leland callsit the Chrb- 
nicle of St. Neot's; becauſe he found 
it in thar Monaſtery. Marianus Scotus 
had alſo met with it ſomewhere, for 
he tranſcribcs ic by whole Sale. 

The nex: $S2x0x Hiſtorian now ex- 
tant, is Ei,.elwerd or E!/ward Patricits, 
deſcended ( as himſelf (9) atteſts) of 
the Blood Roval 3 who liv'd till the 
year 1090,. but did not continue his 


L (mJ) Vid. Angl. Sacr, par,l, Pp. 33% (1) Preto 


19, . (0) Lib. 4. cap. 2 
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Chronicle ſo far. His work confiſts 
of four Books 3 which are publiſh'd 
by (p) Sir #. Savil. The whole is a + 
Tranſlation of a very falſe and imper- 
fect Copy of the Saxon Chrogicle : 
and therefore William of Malmesbury 
has modeſtly (out of Deference to his 
Family) (4) declind the givinga Cha-— 
rater of this Writer's -pertormance. 
If he had done' it truly, he o to 
have told us that his Style is boiſte- 
rous 3 and that ſeveral, parts of his 
Hiſtory are not ſo. much as hardly 
ſence. It appears from what we have 
noted above, that both (r) Malmeſ- 
- bury and'(s) Camden are miſtaken, 
when they affirm him to be our moſt 
ancient Hiſtorian after Bede. F. Pits 
(#) will tell you-that we had two 
other Ethelwerds of the ſame Royal 
Extraction, who, long before this 
Man's' time, wrote cach of 'em a 
Chronicle or Hiſtory of our Exglifþ 
Aﬀairs. The Elder of theſe he makes 
Son to King fred, and the other 
his Grandſon. Nay, and St. Ethel. 
wold (Biſhop of YVincheſter) was like- 


—— 
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wiſe moſt certainly Senior to thus 
Ethelwerd Patricins , dying in the 
year 984. Now, he (ſays- the ſame 
(@) Author) wrote two Books De Re- 
gibus, Oc. totins Anglie, and De Tem- 


pore Regum Britannorum : for Copies 


of both- which he ſends to the pub- 
lic Library at Cambridge. 

Many things relating to the Civil 
Government of theſe Times are diſ- 
pers'd in ſome particular Lives of 
their Saints and Kings 3 the latter 
whereof may be here mention'd, 
tho the former will fall under ano- 
ther Head. The Life of Offa (fre- 
quently referr'd to by (w) Sir Hep. 
Spelman) has been publiſht by (x) 
Dr. Watts: That of King Oſwin was 
ſomewhere met with by (yz) Jahr 
Leland: King Ethelwolph's is ſaid t0 


have been written by (z) YVolter, 


a famous Monk of PV;xchefter, much 
commended by VVilliam of Malmeſ- 
bury : Edward the Confeſſor's, written 
by Abbot Ealred, has had (a) ſeveral 


— 


(#) 1d. p. 178. (») Concil Tom. I. p. 302, 
203, &c. Gloſl. p. 295. (x) In Edit. M. Paris. 
(y) Vid. Monaſt. Angl. Tom. I. p. 334. (z) 7. Pits, 
p-18r. (a) Apud Capgravinm, Surium, 8c. Optima 
aurem inter 10,Script. 
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Editions : and Queen ;Fammas Er 
comium is alſo made (b) publick, 


' Aﬀter the Conqueſt, 7. Pike is (c) $ince the 
ſaid to have written De Regibas Anglo» Conqueſt. 


Saxonum, and ' De Danis in Anglia 
dominantibus ; but it ſeems to be a 
(4) miſtake. - Upon the ſame. Credit 
weareafſured that (e) Jobr Mereixs, 
under the Reign of King Stepher, pub- 
liſht an Hiſtorical Account of the 
Mercian Kings, which got him his 
Surname -' That (f) Colmax the wiſe 
( John Harding's great Friend) wrote ' 
moſt copiouſly and clearly of the 
Saxon Heptarchy, their uniting after- 
wards into a Monarchy,, the Daſh 
Incurſions and Cruelties, &c. And 
that (g) Gyraldus Cambrenſis penn'd 
the Story ot the Weſt Saxon Kings. 


R. Verſtegan's ( +) Reſtitution of R.Verſte- 
decayed Intelligence in Antiquities does gan. 


eſpecially relate to the Language, Re- 
ligion, Manners and Government of 
the ancient Emreliſh Saxons. This 
Writer being of Low Dutch Extract 


_—_—_ — = WC — 


(b) Edit. Parif. 1619. 7c) 7. Pits, p. 195. (d) Vid. 
H. Wharton, Praf. ad Angl. Sac. par. II. p. 28, 29. 
Ce) F. Pits,p. 213. (Cf) ld. p. 266. (g) Id.p- 281, 
(hb) Quarto Antwerp. 1605. c. Lond. 16 53. 1674- 
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on, aRomaniſt, and ſomething of an 
Artift in Painting, had ſeveral advan- 
- tages for the making of ſome ſpecial 
Diſcoveries on the Subje& whereon 
he treatsz which is bandled fo plan- 
fibly, and fo well uUluftrated with 
handſome Cuts, that the Book has 
taken and ſold very well. But a great 
many Miſtakes have eſcap'd him - 
Some whereof have been noted by 
Mr. Sheringham ; As, his fancy of the 
_ (3) Vite being theancient Inhabitants 
of the Iſle of Wight ; Of the (kt) Saxons 
being in Germany, before they came 
in on more —_— S—_— Of 
(IYTxiſco's coming fromBbabel,his givin 
nes (mv) Toe day, &c. The reſi 
have been carefully corrected by 
Mr. Somner, who has left large Mar- 
ginal (z-) Notes upon the whole. 
F.Selden, Mr. Selden was a perſon of vaſt In- 
| duſtry, and his Attainments in moſt 
parts of Learning were ſo extraordi- 
nary, that every thing that came 
from him was always highly admir'd 
and applauded. Tho, I muſt confeſs, 


T — 


Ci) Sheringh. de Angl. Gent. Orig- p. 35, 36, &c. 

(kt )Id. p 75,149, 345+ ({) 1d. p. 85. (nm) Id.'p. 317- 
(n) Kennet's Life of Somn, p. 63. 120. 

I 


( 127 ) 


Icannot think he was that great Man 
in our Exglih Antiquities which ſome 
have taken him to be : His Anale&e 
(o) do not fo clearly account for the 
Religion, Government and Revolu- 
tions of State, among our Saxox An- 
ceſtors, as they are (p) reported to 
do. The Laws he quotes in his Taxus 
Anglorum areas faulty, as if his whole 
Skill in them reach'd no higher than 
Lambards Tranſlation 5 and ſeem to 
want Wil. Somner's Emendations, as 
much as thoſe he has publiſht of W#z- 
«axe the Conqueror in his (q) Spicele- 


gium in Eadmerum. 


The very beſt performance that I R. She- 
know of, relating to the.prime An-ringham. 


tiquities of the Saxons, is Mr. Shering- 
ham's Treatiſe (r) De Angelorum Gentis 
Origine. Our Civil. Wars ſent this 
Author into the Low Conntries, where 
he had the Opportunity of coming 
acquainted with Dr. Marſhal and the 
Dutch Language 3 both inclining him 
to ſuch Studies as this Book ſhews him 
to have delighted in. He appears to 


— —_ 


(o) Quarto Francof. 1615, (p) dy Whear. Me- 
thod. Legend, Hiſt. p. m. 133, (4) Fol. Lond, 1623, 
(r) Oav. Cantabr. 1570. 


bave 
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have been a perſon of great Modeſty ; 
as. well' as' Induſtry and Learning. 
Hence ſome will conclude him to be 
too credulous ; and that ſeveral of his 
Authorities (particularly {s ) Laziut's 
Tattle about the Hebrew Inſcriptions 
found at Vienna) have not been ſuffi- 
ciently confider'd : . But his Collecti- 
ons: out of the Greek, Roman, and 
(chiefly) the Northern Writers, are 
highly conimendable 5 and, for the 
moſt part,. very well put together. ... 
Our Saxon Antiquary ought alſo to 
be skill'd'in theWritings of thoſeLearn- 
ed Germans, who have made Colle&i. 
ons of their old Laws; or have writ- 
ten ſuch Gloſſaries, or other Gram-, 
matical Diſcourſes, as may. bring him 
acquainted with the many ancient 
Diale&tsof our Anceſtors and Kinſmen 
in that part of the World. + Of the 
former ſort, thoſe I. would chiefly re. 
commend. to his uſe, are the large 
Volumes of Goldaſizs and Lindenbro. 
gius ; S. Meichſner's K ayſerlich und Ko. 
riglich Land und Lehnrech;, The Friſe. 
an Laws, amongſt F. Jurinss Books 
in Bodley's Library; and (above all ) 


——  ——— 


(s) Cap. 4. 
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the () Sachſen-Spiegel or Speculums 
Saxonicum, which 15a notable Manual 
ofthe old Laws of the ancient Germar- 
Saxons. For the acquiring a ſufficient 
knowledge 'of the Language, a Man 
ought not only to be converſant in 
the Francic pieces that are colleted 
by (z) Janius, and others publiſht 
by (») Lambecius; but alſo: (and 
moſt eſpecially to be familiarly-inri- 


. mate With the moſt elaborate and 


4 


exquiſite Work of (x) 7. G. Sechotte- 
lizs, who has allthat can be wiftit for 
on that Subject. 


'Twasthe Opinion of ( z) Sir Heary Danes, 


Spelman, that our Britiſh Hiſtorians 
have more largely treated of the an- 
cient Afﬀairs of Dexrmark 'ithan the 
Danes themſelves. But this 'ſeetns'to 
have been a little unadviſedly writ- 
tenz and before his Correſpondence 
with Wormins had better inform'd 
him. I Know that ſome of: the moſt 
eminent Antiquaries of that Kingdom 
bewail a mighty breach in the thred 


Ct) See Engl. Atlas, vol. 1I. p. 113, 114, (#) Vid. 
Hickes Catal. Lib. Sept. p. 197. (w) Comment: in Bib- 
lioth.Vindobon. (x) Von der Teutſchen Hanpt-Sprach, 
&c, Lib. V. 4to Brunſw. 1663, (5) In Epiſt. ad D. P. 
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Roſzcran, Mon, Da. p. 155. 
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of their Hiſtory ' of noleſs than three; 
hundredfyears together) and that in; 
ſuch Centuries as their Records ought 
to be meſt ſerviceable tous. But (2), 
Pont anus. has happily remov'd that 
Panick Fear 3 ſhewing that the Story 
is entire enough, and only the Chro» 
nological part (which is a Fault com- 
mon to allthe ancient Hiſtories of the 
_— World) alittle dark and trou- 
bl 5 yoa's © i] 

, The Scaldri or Rune were men of 
the ſame faſhion . among the Dares, - 
and the other Northern Kingdoms, as 
the Bards in Great. Britain., They 
were the proteſt Hiſtorians and Ge- 
nealogiſts of their ſeveral Countries z 
always.in attendance on their Kings 
both in Peace and War, and ready 
to celebrate every remarkable Occur- 
rence in everlaſting Rhimes. . This 
was their Office: And 'twas of that 
Conſideration in the State; and ſo ac- 
ceptable to the Monarchs themſelves, 
that thoſe Poets, were always the 
chief Courtiers and Counſellors; as 
being perhaps the only Men of Let- 
ters. Out of their Compoſitions is 
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(x) HiP. Dan, lib 1.p. 37; oÞ 
fetcht 
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fetch'd all theancient Daxzfi Hiſtory 
for ſome Centuries; as both (a) Saxs 
himſelf, and all the reſt of their Hiſto- 
rians, have acknowledg'd. The Art 
is ſtill'in great Vogue and Credit with 
| the Modern Iſlanders, who are juſt- 
, ly reputed the main preſervers of the 
Northern Antiquities, notwithſtand- 
ing that a-late (b) Learned perfon has 
afhrm'd that their Country produces 
nothing but Apparitions, Ghoſts, Hob- 
| goblins and Fairies. Mighty are the 
WU Commendations which they that pre. 
; tend to Skill in theſe Venerable Sonnegs 
| have given us of them. They will not 
allow any thing that was ever: penn'd 
| by Homer or Virgil to come in Com- 
petition with them : afluring us, that 
the (c) happieſt Flights we can meet 
with in the Greek and Roman Poets 
are dull Traſh, it compar'd with the 
Seraphick Lines of a true Cimbriar 
Scalder. | | 
The Language wherein the 'fore- | 
mention'd Rhimes were composd was 1 
(by the Northern Nations themfelves) 
call'd Aſamal, or the Afar Tongue ; 


(4) Vid. Przf. ad Sax.,Grammat. Hiſt, Dan. (b) Sir . 
Tho, Craig's Scotlands Soveraign, p. 121. (c) Vid. S. 
Tb Steph, Not, in Sax. Gram. p. 1, 12, 
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being ſuppos d to be bronght ont of 
Aſia by Woden or Odin, the firſt great 
Genera! that led a Colony into theſe 
partss The beſt Remains of this (as 
I long ſince (ad) acquainted the Ergliſb 
Reader) are now amongſt the Inha- 
bitants of Iſland : who have preferv'd 
their ancient Language in the greateſt 
Purity 3 both by being leaſt acquaint- 
ed with foreign Commerce, and by 
taking care to Regiſterin it'the pub- 
lic Tranſa&ions of their own and the 
Neighbouring Nations. The ſame old 
Tongue wasalſo call'd (e) Runa Ma- 
ali, from the Characters wherein 
'twas Written, and which they term'd 
Razer: Of the Original of which 
word, and its proper fignification, 
Wormius bas given us a large account, 
The Characters themſelves were firſt 
(he ſhews) call'd Ryxer ; tho after- 
wards that word came to acquire 
ſome new fignifications: As, 1. Er- 
chantments ; becauſe they were. per- 
form'd by the help of theſe ſtrange 
Letters. 2. Learned Mer ; whoſe butſi- 
neſs it was, by the help of the ſame 
Alphabet, to compoſe Epitaphs for 


Cd) Engl. Atlas. vol. I in Denm. Pp. 49, 70, (e) 0l- 
Worm. Lit. Run. Cap. $. 
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their great ones, and to make In- 
ſcriptions on their Monuments. 


'Tis well worth our Obſervation, 7, Ley: 


that among the ſeveral Runic Alpha- 
bets reckor'd up by (Ff) Arngrim 
Jonas, there's one which he calls /r4 
Letur, or Irlandorum Litere. Now, 
xt appears indeed that the Danes,were 
long in poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of 
Treland, .or (at leaſt) a good ſhare of 
it: and yet we have not hitherto 
met with any Remains. of their ;anci- 
ent Learning, which have beets dif- 
cover'din that Ifland. But the thing 
15 not much to be wonder'd at. :- Asall 
Reformations in religious matters are 
zealous and warm; -1o we. have rea-: 
ſon to believe . that to have been 
wherem theſe Pagan Nations were firſt 
converted to Chriſtianity. Care was 
taken to aboliſh the very Ruins of 
their former Worſhip; and their firſt 
Apoſtles, brmging generally their 
Commiathons from the Court of Rome, 
thought the Papal Conqueſt fever to 
be effettually finiſh'd till even the 
Italian Characters and Way ot Wri-, 
ting had been i: * admitted into 


( f) In Epiſt, ad 0laum ibid. 13 % 
G8 practice 
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practice by their Northern Converts. 
Which was the more eafily brought 
about, by reaſon of the ill uſe which 
had been ſome time made of their 
RunicLetters : For the ſuggeſtion was 
obvious, that, as long as theſe were 
athand, it would be difficult to pre- 
ſerve Men from trying ſome of their 
old Magical Concluſions; and, by 
degrees, relapſing into Idolatry and 
Paganiſm. 

The Danes ( as all other aneient 
People of the World) regiſter'd their 
more conſiderable Tranſations upon 
Rocks; or on parts of them, hewen 
into various Shapes and Figures. On 
theſe they engrav*d ſuch Inſcriptions 
as were proper for their Heathen (g) 
Altars, Triumphal Arches, Sepulchral 
Monuments and Genealogical Hifto- 
ries, of their Anceſtors. Their Wri- 
tings of leſs Concern /as Letters, Als 
manacks, ec.) were engraven upon 
Wood : And becauſe Beech was moſt 
plentiful in Dezmark, (tho Firr and 
Oak be ſ6in Norway and Sweden) and 
moſt commonly employ'd in theſe 
Services, from the word Bog (which 


Ce) Vid. Lit. Run, cap. 1, & 25, Mon, Dan. lib. 5. 
P+ 344, 345, & 438._. 
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in their Language is the Name of that 
ſort of Wood) they and- all other 
Northern Nations have the Name of 
Book The poorer fort uſed Bark ; 
and the Horns of Rain-Deer and Elks 
wereoften finely poliſh'd, and ſhaped 
into Books of ſeveral Leaves. Many 
of their Old Calendars are likewiſe 
upon Bones of Beaſts and Fiſhes : But 
the Inſcriptions on Tapeſtry, Bells, 
Parchment and Paper, are of later 
uſe. 


Some other Monuments may bexy,;.. 
known to be of a Daniſh Extraction, ;,,"j 14. 
tho they carry nothing of a Runic In» yumcnrs. 


ſcription. Few of their {(þ) Temples 
were coverd;z and the largeſt ob- 
ſerv'd by Wormins (at\ Kialernes in 
Illand) was 120 foot in length, and 
60 in breadth. Their Altars (ſtood in 
a ſort of Chappel, or Chance], in the 
end of theſe Temples; being only 
large broad Stones, erccted on three 
bulky Supporters, on the top of a 
Hillock, ſurrounded with Rows of 
leſfer Stones. Theſe Altars are uſu- 
ally, three of 'em, found together; 
being conſecrated totheir three chief 

(h) Mon. Dan, hb. 1. cap. g, 6, 7. 
L 3 
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Deities. They buried their Princes 
and great men (as the old Greeks and 
[Romans alſo did} in” Hills:, '.rais'd 
ſomerimes to a conſiderable heighrh, 
ſurrounded with one row* of Stones 
about the bottom, and another near 
the top; and, on ſome pompous oc- 
caſions, ' having a third row (in a 
ſquare) at ſome diſtance from the 
lower of the two former Coronets, 
They likewiſe anciently burn'd their 
dead, andenclogd their Aſhes in Urns, 
which were repoſited in the foremens 
tion'd Barrows, ' together' with the 
choiceſt Jewels, Treaſure, and valu- 
able Accoutrements, of the deceasd, 
The places wherein they fought their 
Duels were ſometimes Squares, lined 
out with rows of Stone; ſometimes 
round Pits, with conventent Foſts 
(ata due diſtance) forthe Zveltanders, 
Thus fovght (7) Dibo with the Sclavo- 
nian, Their Courts of judicature 
(which they call'd Tinge) wcre alſo 
certain plots of groun1, either (4) 
oval or {quare, environ'd with great 
Stonesz and having one larger than 
thereſt in the middle. Near akin to 


| (6) Sax. Gram, Hiſt, Dan, lib. 3- (&.) Mon. Dane 


lib, t« cap. 10. 
| which 


(137 ) 
which were the -places aflign'd for 
the (1) Eleftion of their Kings 3 be- 
ing Circles of ſuch Stones (uſually 
twelve in number) with the bulkieſt 
in the mid{ſr. 


The next Monument of Ages their 7; 1/4. 


Edda” Iſlandorums, the meaning of 
which Appellation they that publiſh 
the Book hardly pretend to under- 
ſtand. As far as I can give the Rea- 
der any fſatisfaftion, he is to know 
that (») Iſand was ficſt inhabited (in 
the year 874) by a Colony of Norwe- 
glans; who brought hither the Tra- 
ditions of their Forefathers, in certain 
metrical Compoſures, which (as 1s 
uſual with Men tranſplanted into a 
Foreign Land) were here more zea- 
louſly and carefully preſerv d and 
kept in memory than by the Men of 
Norway themſelves. About 249+years 
after this (A. D. 1114.) their Hiſtory 
began to be written by one (») Se- 
mund, farnam'd Frode or the wiſe ; 
who (in nine years travel through 
Ttaly, Germany and England) had a- 
maſs?'d together a mighty Collection 


(1) Ih. cap. 12. (m) Arng. Fn, in Chrymog. 
lib. x. cap. 2. (n) To. Bartholin, Antic, Dag. lib. i. 
cap. 11, P. 192+ 
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of Hiſtorical Treatiſes. With theſe 
he return'd full fraught into 1ſand; 
where healſodrew up an account of 
the affairs of his own Country. Many 
of his Works are now ſaid to beloſt: 
But there is ſtill an Edda, conſiſting 
of ſeveral Odes (whence I ſuſpeCt its 
Name is derived) written by many 
ſeveral hands, and at as different 
times, which bears his Name. The 
Book is a Colle&ion of Mythological 
Fables, relating to the ancient State 
and Behaviour of the Great Wodenand 
his Followers, in terms poetical and 
adapted to the Service of thoſe that 
were employ'd in the compoſure of 
their old Rhymes and Sonnets. Ano» 
ther Edda (publiſh'd by (s) Reſerins) 
was written by Szorro Sturleſonins, 
who was born (A. D. 1179.) abovea 
hundred years after Sezxmnd; and. 
liv'd to be an eminent Lawyer in his 
own Country.His Work is thought to 
be. only an Epitome of the former : 
but I rather look upon them as two 
ſeveral Collections of 1/andic Tales - 
and Ballads; out of which may be 
pick'd a deal of good Hiſtory, and the 


Co) Quacto Fan. 1665, 
beſt 
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beſt View of the Religions Rites of 
the Northern Nations that is any 
where extant. 'Tis plain Saxo had 
ſeen many Sonnets that arenot touch'd 
upon in. either of theſe 3 _ and thence 
the Report comes of an Elder Edde 
much larger (a thouſand times ſays 
Biſhop (p) Br. Suenonins ) than both 
of 'em put together. Nor is it indeed 
improbable but that a thouſand times 
more Songs of this kind might have 
been had for ſceking after , whatever 
Scantineſs they may now be reduc'd 
to. Magnus Olaus colleted many of 
'em for Worminus's ; which he was alſo 
ſo kind as totranſlate and explain to 
him : And,” near twenty years ago, I 
met with a much more perfect Edda 
than Reſeninss in the famous Library 
of the Duke of Brunſwic-V Volfembut- 
tel. Whether it was a Copy of Semnmd 
Frode's| am not now able ſo much asto 
conjecure ;z but I remember the Li- 
brary Keeper (Mr. Haniſrus) was fo 
much a ſtranger to its Contents, that 
he had entitul'd it an old Moſcoviarn 
MS. To the Edda is always annex'd 
the Scalda, whichis the old Pariſh or 


(p) In Epiſt, ad S. Zob Stephan, 
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Tlandic Proſodie, teaching how to 
compoſe their ſeycral ſorts of Me- 
ter. 

Our Daniſh Antiq ſhould be 
alſo acquainted with the t beſt 1andic 
Hiſtorians; the moſt ancient Whereof 
is Aras Frode, Cotemporary with $S#- 
mmnd. He firſt wrote a Regular Hi- 
ſtory of ///and, from the firſt planting 
of the Country down to his own 
Time : wherein he gives an account 
alſo of the Afairs of Norway, Den- 
wark, and England, intermixt with 
thoſe of his own Nation This fell 
happily into the hands of Tho. Bar- 
tholinez; who with the (4) aſliſtance 
of his Friend the Biſhop of Scalbo/t) 
took care to have it publiſhed, A. D. 
1689. Since his time the 1/andic Hi- 
ſtorjapshave not had any great occa- 
fion to meddle with the Tranſattions 
in Britain, excepting only (r) Arm- 
grim Jonas, Who touches upon ſome 
paſſages which we have alſo in others 
already mentioned. And indeed 
moſt of 'em are written with ſo little 
judgment (confounding thetrne and 
fabulous Sonnets of their Scaldri) that 


(9) Tho. Bartholin, Antiq. Dan. p. 197, 198, (-) 
Chrymogza. 4to Hamb. 1610, 
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they are not to be read without ſome 


Caution and Acquaintance with thoſe 


Poetical Writers whoare own'd to be 
their chief Authors: And the Emu- 
lation that daily appears to - be be- 
twixt the Antiquaries of the two 
Neighbouring Kingdoms of Swedex 
and Denmark ( tor the gaining the 
honour of Precedence to their ſeves 
ral Countries) ſeems to threaten us 
with further Corruptions in the Edi 
rions of their Vianuſcripts. A misfor- 
tune this i-, which is too frequently 
obſervable (tho very highly ſcanda- 
lons) in Hiſtorians and Learned wien 
who ontght not to be byaſs'd by any, 
even the moſt natural, AfﬀedCtions. 


Thereis lkewiſe-extant a couple of Naweg+ 


Norwegiax Hiſtories of good Authen.® 
tic Credirtz* which explain a great mas" 


ny particulars relating to the Exploits 
of the Daxiſh Kings in Great Britain, 
which our own Hiſtorians have cither 
wholly omitted or very darkly re- 
corded. The former of theſe was 
written ſoon after the year 1130, by 
one (s) Theodoric a Monk; who ac- 
knowledges his whole Fabrick to be 
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(s) 8vo. Amſtelcd, 1684. 
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built upon Tradition, and thatthe old 
Northern Hiſtory is no where now to 
be had fave only ab Ifiendingorum an- 
tiqnis Carminibus. The other was 
compil'd by Szorro Sturleſonius 5 who 
coriteſes he drew it out of the Bal- 
lads of the Scaldri, which he verily 
believes to contain nothing but what 
may be firmly rely'd on as moſt un- 
Jueſtionable Truth, And Arngrim 
You ſo far concurs with him, as to 
(t) aſſure us that the Songſters of thoſe 
days were far from Flattery; and 
knew nothing of the more modern po- 
etical Licence, of Fable and Rhodo- 
mantade, in recording the ſtory of 
their Princes and Patrons. This Book 
was tranſlated into the Vulgar Dariſp 
Language by Pet. Undalenfis ;, and fo 
(z) publiſed by YYormins. 

Nor do Iknow of any more than 
two Daniſh Hiſtorians which are neceſ(- 
farily requiſiteto be in our Antiquary's 
Library 3 and thoſe are Saxa Gram- 
maticus and (his Cotemporary and 
Fellow-Servant) Sxezo Aggonis. Be- 
fore Srephanius's excellent (wp) Edi- 
tion, Saxo's Hiſtory had been thrice 


(t) In Supplement. ad Hiſt. Noryag. (#*) 4to. 
Haſn. 1633. (w) Fol, Sorz, 1645, 
publiſht 
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publiſht, but very faultily. He is 
commonly reckon'd the moſt ancient 
(as well as moſt polite) Hiſtorran of 
Denmark ;, dying, Provoſt of the Ca- 
thedral Church at Roſchzld,A. D. 1204, 
Saxo himſelf ſays he (x) compild a 
good part of his out of the 1fandic 
Ballads; yet Arr. Jones (as quoted by 
(5) Stephanins) aſſures us that he did 
not deal fairly in that matter, nor 
make ſuch good uſe of thoſe Autho- 
rities as he ought to have done. F. Ly/ſ- 
cander (2, quarrels himupon the like 
bottom, and ſeems to intimate that he 
had a greater carc/of the Style than 
Matter of his Book. Szeno dy'd before 
he could bring his Work (which is 
alſo (a) publiſh'd by Stephaninrs ) to 
perfection : But what we have is of 
as good and valuable a kind as the 
fore-mention'd : For, as Saxoframed 
hisHiſtory out ofthe old Rhimes,ſo he 
declares that his is moſtly taken from 
the Tales and Traditions of old peo- 
ple. Ont of theſe two is borrow'd the 
moſt of what we meet with, relating 
to thoſe Times wherein the Aﬀairs of 
Denmark and Britain were chiefly in- 


(x) In Epiſt, Ded. (») Proleg. p. 37. (x) Antiq. 
Day, Serm.8. («) Sorz 1643. 
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ferwoven , in Huifeld, Pontanns., 
Mewrſeus, and all other later Hiſtori- 
ans of that Kingdom. _. . | 

The great Reſtorer of the decay'd 
Antiquities of Denmark was Olaus 
Wormius ; Who has alſo enabled us to 
make many newDiſcoveriesin thoſe of 
our own Nation. His (b) | iteratura Ru- 
nice was the firſt happy Attempt made 
towardsthe right explaining of the old 
Cirtbrian Monuments : which, till his 
time, had laid negle&ted and unknown 
to the Learned World ; not only in 
thoſe Northern Kingdoms, but in ſe- 
veral parts of [taly, Spain and other 
Exropean Countries, where the Gothic 
Arms and Letters had gain'd a foot- 
ing. The whole Treatiſe is divided 
into 29 Chapters 3 largely treating of 
the Name, Namber, Figure, Powers, 
e>-c. - of the Ranic Characters, His 
(c) Monumenta Danica affords a No- 
ble Colleftion of the ſcatter d Runic. 
Monuments through all the ſevera! 
Provinces of the Daniſh and Norwegi- 
ar Kingdoms: An undertaking fruit- 
lefsly attempted before him , and a 
Work that wasſo much deſpaird on, 


;(b) 4to. Hafn. 1635. & Fol, ibid, 1651. (c) Fol. 
Hafn. 1644: 
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that ſome of the beſt pieces were put 
to the moſt vile uſes. Out of this 
Miſery he recover d themz and has 
now rais'd himſelf an everlaſting Mo- 
nument out of them all. The whole 
Book is of fingular uſe to any man that 
pretends to write upon any Branch of 
our Engliſh Antiquitiesz ſome where- 
of are (4d) particularly Illuſtrated by 
the worthy Author himſelf. To theſe 
we muſt add his (e) Lexicon Ranicun 
and (ff) Faſti Danici : Nor is the (g) 
Muſeum Wormianum (o full fraught 
with Phyſical Rarities, but that it 
will ſupply us with ſome Curioſities 
in Northern Antiquities worth our 
ſeeking. After him, Job. Mejerus 
made ſome Gleanings in the fame 
Field 3 which ſtill remain in MS. And 
ſeveral Swedes were, by his example, 
\ induced to pay the like reſpec tothe 
long negleted Monuments of their 
Anceſtors. Among whom Bureus 
and Verelius have already appeared 
in public z and Joh. Hadorphiws's 
more complete Work (de Sepultura 


— 
——— 


(4) Mon. Dan. p. 326, &c. 339, 342. (ce) Fol. 
Hatn. 1650, (Ff) Fol. Hatn, 1626 & 1651. (2) Fol. 
Lugd . Bat. 16 55. 
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Sueco-Gothorum) has been long fince 

promis'd. HE 
Tho: Bartholinus ( Son to the fa- 


. mons Phyſician of that Name ). has 


lately given us an- (þ) Addition to 


Wormins's Diſcoveries 5 enquiring in- 


to the Reaſons that indnced the an- 
cient Daxes to contemn Death, and 
carry ofi the moſt dangerous Exploits 
with ſo much Courage and Bravery. 
In purſuance whereof he gives us a 
notable Account of their Belief of the 
Soul's Immortality ; their Deifying of 
Woden, Thor, Fro and other Heroess 
their hopes of enjoying a ſenſual and 
TurkiſhEternity in Valhal/a or Woden's 
Elyfzum, ec. : | | 

Some few more Writers there are 
(of a lower-form) that have treated 


on the ſame fubject 5 which may be 
uſeful to our Ergliſh Antiquary. But - 


for theſe I muſt refer him to Alb, Bar- 
tholine's Treatiſe (3) de Scriptis Dano- 
rum; being not very well diſposd 
(at preſent} for the writing of dry 
Catalogues. 


— 


: 6) Antiquitates Dan. 4to. Hafn. 1589. (i) 8vo. 
Hafn. 1666, 
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CHAP. V. 
Of our Engliſh Hiſtorians fince 
the Conqueſt. 


þ By give an exact and full Re- 
| giſter of theſe would be a te- 
dious Work 3., and require a much 
better acquaintance with our public 
and private Libraries than I can pre- 
tend to. Sir William Temple has 
rightly obſery'd, that tho, fince this 
great period, the face of affairs (#) 
has 'nob been drawn by any one skilful 
hand, or by the Life; yet 'tis repre- 
ſented in ſo clear a Light - as leaves 
very little either obſcure or uncertain 
in the Hiſtory of our Kingdom, or 
Succeſſion of our Kings : And 'twill 
be enough for my preſent purpoſe 
to pick out the chief of . theſs Lim- 
ners, and to give the Reader a View 
of 'em in their proper Colours, 


(a) IntroduF.t) Hiſt, of Engl. p. 310, 320+ 
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This I ſhall endeavour to do as 
briefly as is poſſible ; ranking them 
in the ſeveral Centories wherein they 
wrote. 

The Fle- 1066. The firſt of our Exgliſh 

v-mb Fiſtorians, after the Conqueror's 

Cory. Arrival was Ingulphus: who (becauſe 
he chiefly treats of the affairs of 
Crowland, tho he occaſionally inter- 
mixes the Story of onr Kings) will 
be more ms placed (6) elſe- 
where. e Relation he bore to 
King W:liam does manifeſtly byaſs 
him in theill account he gives of He- 
rold ; pelting that Prince with a Vol- 
tey of hard Names, all in a breath, 
Contemptor ND frdei, ac —_ 
oblitns ſus Sacramenti, Throno Regio 
ſe intruſit, &'c. About the ſame time 

wrote Marianus Scotus (a Monk of 

Mentz in Germany) who brought 

down our Engliſh Hiſtory,' mterwoven 

with a more general one of Emxrope, 
as low as the year 1083. This Work 
met with ſuch an univerſal and great 
applauſe in onr Monaſteries , that 
there was hardly (c ) one in the 
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(b) Chap. 19. (c) Ang), ſacr. Tom, I, Pref, | 
P. 24- | 
Kingdom 
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Kingdom that wanted a Copy of it, 
and ſome had ſeveral. The frequent 
tranſcribing it gave occaſion to a deal 
of errors and miſtakes 3 and the In- 
terpolations were ſo many and con- 
fuſed, that (when it came to be (c) 
prepard for the Prefs) ſome of its 
Genuine and faireſt Branches were 
lopp'd off, for Morboſe Tumours and 
Excreſcencies. Nor will the Reader 
meet with a word of our Englifþ 
affairs in that lame Edition of Mari- 
#nus's Chronicle by (4) Piſtorins - 
whoſe buſineſs *twas only to publiſh 
the ancient Writers of the Germar 
Hiſtory 5 and therefore he defignedly 
omitted all that concern d this King- 
dom. The beſt, and moſt (es) com- 
plete Manuſcript Copy is in the pub- 
lic Library at Oxford. 


rlot. The earlieſt (f) Hiſtory Cent. 12. 


of War- 
ceſter. 


in the twelfth . Century was written 
by Florence (a Monk) of IWWorceſter, 
whom I know not whether to call an 
Epitomizer or Tranfcriber of Mar:- 
anus, He feems:+to give (4) himſelf 
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(c) Vid. #. Lhuid Fragm, Brit. Deict. f. 27. 6 
(d) Fol. F rancof. 1582: .(-), See ]. Gregory's Notes 
on Ridley's View, 8c. p. 17:. { f ) Fol. Fratigof, :601- 
(z) Ad Ann, 1043. 
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the latter Character; tho it muſt be 
acknowledg'd that he has added 
very many Collections, out of the 
Saxon Chronicle and other Writers, 
with much Care and Judgment, His 
Book ended, with his (5) Life, in 
the year 11193 but *twas continu'd” 
Fo years farther by another Monk of 
the ſame Monaſtery. He ſo (z ſcru- 
pulouſly adheres to his Authorities, 
that he ſometimes retains even their 
very miſtakes; and yet I muſt do 
him the Juſtice, to ſay he 1s not 
guilty of all the Contradictions that 
have been laid to his charge. An 
ingenious perſon has lately obſerv'd 
that he makes his Friend Marianus 
dicin the year 1052. and yet affirms 
that the ſame Man was made a Pref. 
byter (ſeven yearsafter) A. D. 1059, 
But, 1n truth, the Gentleman him- 
{c]f 1s more upon the Blunder than 
lis Author, The Phraſe of Szculune 
reliquit,does not (as he imagines) im+ 
port the ſame thing with wortans eſt: 
But fignifies only (as it does, in the 
ſame Year, and on the ſame Occaſion, 
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Ch) F.Pits, p: 167. (7) Praf. ad Chron. Sax. 
p. 6. Et Prat. ad Vit, A:Ifr. R. p. 2. 
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in Matt. of VVeftminſter, and others) 
the Man's leaving the Concerns of 
this world, Secular Aﬀairs, to turn 
Regular and Secluſe, Tis a ſcandalous 
reproach , and not worth the an- 
ſwering, which Sir Thomas Cr aig gives 
of him»: That (k) He led his followers 
into Error, lite ſo many Catile & eating 
over 4 Ditch, 

Exdmerns, a Monk of Canterbury, 
is our next Hiſtorian, whoſe Hiſtoria 
Nowvorum, &c. was (/ publiſh<d by 
Mr. Seldey, and contains the ſtory of 
the two V/lliams and Ferry the 
Firſt, from the year 1065 to 1122. 
'Tis a Work of great Graviiy, and 
unqueſtionable Authority. It affords 
no fooleries of Miracles, fo ery 
rife in the Writings of other Monks, 
unleſs perhaps the Story of the B. 
Virgins () Hair have a ſmack of the 
Cloiſter. He had Temp Nations E 


A 


nough (being an intimate Acquain 
tance of Archbiſhop Azſelz2) to tal 
the Pope's part, 1n the m1; ghty Dif! Put 
of his Time about Invelti! ES 


yet he approves himfclt a purſon of 
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(hb) Seotland's S overa ent. A,” 
Lond, 1623. (m) p.*? 
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that ſteady Loyalty to his Country 
as to give a fair account of the ma- 
nagement on both fides, and” the 
nnanſwerable arguments made in 
Defence of the Regal Power. His 
comparing of our Saviour's Commiſe 
ſion to St. Peter, and Pope Gregory's 
to Auguſtine the Monk (for the eſta- 
bliſhing of the Primacy of Canterbury) 
is notable; and either clears that of 
Canterbury, or clouds that of Rome. 
The Chara&ter which Seldez himſelf 
gives of him is, that his Style equals 
that of Malmeſbury, his Matter and 
Compoſure exceeds him. His Co- 
temporary fred (Monk and Trea- 
ſarer of the Church) of Beverly ſeems 
to be no more than an Epitomizer of 
Jeoffrey of Monmonth : So that all the 
four (z) general Treatiſes ſaid to be 
written by this Author may proba- 
bly well bear the Name of Deflora- 
tiones Galfred;. 

But W:/iam (Monk and Library» 
Keeper) of Malmesbury was a perſon 
of another figure; and has had the | 
higheſt Commendations imaginable 
oven him by ſome of our beſt 


— 
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Criticks in Exgl;þ Hiſtory. One calls 
him an {s) elegant, learned, and 
faithful Hiſtorian; Another fay: he's 
the (p) only Man of his Time that 
has honeſtly diſcharg?d the Truſt of 
ſach a Writer : And the third calls 
him the (9g) chick of all cur Hiſtorj- 
ans. What falls under our preſent 
conſideration is his Account (r) Pe 
Geſtis Regum Anglorum, in five Books; 
with an Appendix in two more, 
which he tiles Hiſtories Novels In 
theſe we have a judicious ColleGtton 
of whatever he found on Record, 
touching the Afﬀairs of Exgland, from 
the firſt arrival of the Saxons 3 con- 
cluding his Work with the Reign ot 
King Stephen, to whom he (hews 
himſelf as hearty an Enemy, as ( his 
Patron ) Robert Farl of Gloceſter 
could poſſibly be. We ſhall have 
occaſion to mention this Author in 
ſeveral of the following Chapters : 
and therefore I ſhall now only ad. 
that I think himſclf” has given an 
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C0) F. Leland, Aﬀert. Arth. fol. 4. b. & fol. 3. : 
Cp) D. Hen. Savil. In Epiſt, D<d. ad 5 Script. 
(q) Uſher. in Ep, Dcd, ad Ecclel, Hiſt, (Fr! Ko:. 
Francof, 1501, 
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honeſt account of this part of his 
Labours, when he tells us, (r) Privas 
tim ipſe mihi, ſub Ope Chriſti, gratulor, 
quod _ontinuam Anglorum Hiſtorian 
ordinaverim poſt Bedam vel ſolus vel 
primmns, And again : Ego enim verant 
Legem ſecutus Hiſtorie, nibil unquan 
p0juz miſe quod a fidelibus Relatoribus 
el Scriptoribus addidici, Pits ſays he 
wa» epitomiz'd by (s) W. Horman, 
ſometime Maſter of Eaxton-School : 
But whether all his Works, or ſome 
part of 'em only, were ſo contracted 
he does not tell us. Poſſibly, he 
only tranſcribd what (# ) Simeor 
Dunelmenſis had before drawn up to 
his hand. 

This Simeon, and (his Cotempo- 
rary) Ealred, Abbot of Rievarlx, 
are our next Hiſtorians of Note in 
this Century 3 and have both de- 
ſ{crv'd to be remember'd in ſeveral 
parts of this Treatiſe, The former 
was Monk and Precentor of Durham, 
A. D. 1164. and might juſtly be 
reckon'd one of the molt (} learned 


(7.9) In Prolegom. ad Libb, g. de Geſt. 4 C5) Fe 


Pits, P. 723. (t) Id. p, 229, (4). Vids f. Selden. 
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Men of his Age. 'But his'two Books 
De Geſtis Regum (which alone are 
now to be mention'd) are not his 
Maſter-pieces: Being only a few in- 
digeſted Colleftions, chiefly out of 
Florence of Worceſter, © whoſe - very 
words he frequently copies. Abbot 
Ealred {not of ('x) Revesby in Lin- 
colnſhire, but of Rievaulx in Yorkſbire) 
gives us a ſhort Genealogy of our 
Kings; but enlarges chietly on the 
Praiſes of David King of Scots , 
Founder of a great many Abbies 
for the Ciſtertians. His other Books 
(of the Life of Edward the Conteſlor, 
ec.) are treated on elſewhere. I 
doubt Sir George Mactenzy's ( y) Bal- 
dredus Abbas Rynalis is this very Au- 
thor: Notwithſtanding the great 
pains he is at to diſtinguiſh them. 


About the ſame time flouriſhed 77 f 
Henry Archdeacon of Fiuntingdon, Huntinge 
whoſe eight Books (concluding with" 


the Reign of King Stephen) were 
publiſhed by (z) Sir Henry Saril. In 
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(x) Ut male F. Selden, in Przf. ad X Script. 
Vid, Monaſt. Angl. Tom. I. p.172. ( y) Def. of 
the Royal Line of Scotl. p. 22. & 27, (+) Fol. Fran- 
cot. 1601, 
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the Preface he owns himſelf a Fot- 
Jower of Bede, in the main, for the 
- "time he wrote in : But ſays (withal) 
that he-added many things met with 
m old Libraries. is firſt Lines 
will eaſily convince the Reader that 
he does really follow Bede; for he 
Copies himtoa word. But I am not 
fatisfy'd that he has added any great 
matters, . as far as that Author goes, 
He has indeed a great many Lyes out 
of Jeoffrey of Monmouth, which Bede 
never heardof; and which the World 
might have wanted well enough. Af- 
ter Bede's time, he has many particu- 
lars out of the Saxex Chronicle ; 
which had been omitted by our Hiſto- 
rians before him. He # pleasd to 
take notice of one great Truth, that 
he writes very (a) confuſedly, All 
the Tranfattions of the Heptarchy he 
reduces to the ſeveral Reigns of the 
Weſt-Saxon Kings: But hasnot adjuſted 
them ſo well as he ought to have 
done. At the ſame time liv'd Johr 
Serlo ( Abbot of Fountains) who, (as 
John (b) Pits tells us ) wrote a Trea- 


— 


(a) Lib. 2. (6) F. Pits, p. 224+ 
tile 


( 157) 
tiſe De Bello inter Scotie Regem 5 
Axglie Berones. We are not fo well 
afſur'd of this, as that he wrote a 
Hiſtory of the Foundation of his own 
Monaſtery 3 for which he ſhall be 
remember'd in a proper place. The 
general Hiſtories written by Richard 
of the (c) —ſ , and John of 
(d) Tilbury (a London-Divine) be- 
fore the end of this Age, are of 
the ſame anthority'; and that's all 
I have to ſay concerning either of 
Em. 


Willian: of Newburg was fo calld N.ubri- 
from a Monaſtery in Torkſhire, of genſis. 


that Name, whereof he was a Mem- 
ber, tho his true Surname was Little, 
whence he ſometimes tiles himſelf 
Petit or Parons. His Hiſtory ends at 
the year 1197. and therefore (tho he 
is ſaid to be alive (e) A.D. 1220.) 
he ought to be reckon'd among the 
Hiſtorians of this Age. John Pits 
(f) thinks he appears too much a 
Flatterer of the Grandees at Court 
to write a true Hiſtory : But, by the 


(c) Id p.255. C@) 1d. p. 253. Cc} D. Whear, 
Method, Leg, Hiſt, p. 138. (f) 7. Pits, p. 271. 
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account he gives of the beginning of 
it, a Man would be -tempted to be- 
lieve he never read it, He was a 
moſt violent Perſecutor of Jeoffrey 
of Monmouth, of whoſe Hiſtory he 
gives this ſharp CharaCGter, that it 
contains only pro expiandis Britenunm 
maculis ridicula figmenta, ec. But 
(g) D. Powel gives the reaſon of 
this bitterneſs of Spirit. It appears, 
he ſays, from ſome of their Hiſto- 
ries of good Credit and Antiquity, 
that this William (whom thoſe Welſh 
Hiſtorians call Gwilyw Bach. 1. Gu- 
lielmus Parvus) put in for the Bi- 
ſhoprick of St. Aſaph, upon the death 
of the ſaid Jeoffrey (Biſhop there) 
about the year 1165, and, being 
diſappointed , fell into a mad hu- 
mour of decrying the whole Prin- 
cipality of Wales, its Hiſtory, Anti= 
quity, and all that belongs to it. 
He is large in his account of the 
Life, Manners, &c. of Hugh Biſhop 
of Durham. His Latin Style is pre- 
ferr'd to that of M. Paris, and e- 
quall'd with thoſe of Eadmerus and 


{e) In Epiſt, Ded, ad Pontic, Virun, 


Will 
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William of Malmeſbury by (b) Dr. 
Vats. 


1201, The thirteenth Century Centir3; 


begins with Gervaſe a Monk. of Car- 
terbury 3 who (3)is reported to have 
been a moſt judicious Antiquary and 
Methodical Hiſtorian,and to have made 
excellent Collections of the Britif 
and Ergliſh Story from the coming 
in of the Trojans down to the year 
1200, 'Twere to be wiſhed theſe 
dormant Tomes could be diſcover'd : 
For the Reigns of three Kings 
(which are the only part of our 
General Hiſtory, of - this Author's 
penning, now (4) extant) are done 
with judgment enough. About the 
ſame time Nicholas de Fly, Biſhop of 
Durham, is (I) ſaid to have written 
an Hiſtorical Treatiſe; - where he 
relates that memorable paſlage (men- 
tioned alſo by ſome other Hiſtorians) 
of one Simon Thurvay's forgetting 
all that he had learned, which was to 
a good pitch of Eminence, . and turn- 
ing perfect Blockhead, 


———— _—_ 
— RR ——— — 


Ch) Praf. ad M. Paris, Hiſt, (i) 7. Pits, p. 258, 
Ck ) Fol. Lond, 1652, inter X Script. (1) F. Pits, 
p. 839. 


Cotempo-» 
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R. Hove- Cotemporary to theſe two (and a 


don, 


much greater, Hiſtorian than both of 
'tm joit'd) was Roger de Hoveden, 
who ſeems to have been Chaplain for 
ſome time to King Herry the Second. 
His Hiſtory was (#:) publiſhed b 

Sir H. Savil: Brit (as Sir H. (#) Spel- 
27a obſerves) there are many errors 
in that foreign Edition of this and all 
our other Hiſtorians; and therefore 
he well cautions the Exg/if Reader 
attentively to conſider the ſpelling 
of ſuch words as are of our own 
growth, as very frequently miſtaken 
Q EE on _—_ our 
zountry an guage. *Tis a heay 

Cenſure which Lelaxd has' given of 
this Author, (o) £2## Scrinia Simeo- 
nis, ſwppreſſo ejus nomine, ffrenue con- 
pilavit, &+ aliena pro ſuis, Glorie avi- 
dulus ſuppoſuit. Mr. Selden juſtifies 
him (p) againſt this ſharp Sentence ; 
and Sir Henry Savil gives a quite dif- 
ferent Character of -the Man and his 
Writings : (9) Huntingdonicnſis &5- 


(m) Fol. Francof. 1601, (>) Glofſar, in voce 
Frithborga. (o) Comment. ad Cygn. Cant . voce Dx- 
nolm. (pJ) Prat, ad X Script. p. 2. (4) Epiſt. Ded, 
ad 5 Script.” , 

kove- 
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Hovedenus (fays he) Autheres cam 
primis boni & diligentes, veriſimiq; 
ſuperiorum temporum Indices, He may 
poſſibly have borrowed ſomethi 

from Simeon of Durham : But, if he 
did, he has improv'd his Story, ad- 
ding the years to many things confu- 
ſedly related in that Writer, After 
the year 802. he falls indeed a little 
into confuſion himſelf; - jumbling a 
great many things touch'd on before, 
without any manner of Form or Or- 
der. But, after three or four Pages, 
he comes to himſelf again 4 and goes 
on regularly enough. There are in 
his Book many Letters, Speeches, e*c. 


' relating toEccleſtaſtical affairs; which 


are good Materials towards a Gene- 
ral Church hiſtory of this Kingdom. 
In the year 1291. King 'Edmard the 
Firſt is ſaid to have causd diligent 
ſearch to be made in all 'the Libra- 
ries in England for Heveden's Hiſtory, 
to adjuſt the Diſpute about the Ho- 
mage due from the Crown of Scot- 
land : which (fays my (7) Author) 
it clears effectually, At the ſame 


—_— a 
—_— — 


(r) 7. Pits, p. 272. 


R. de Dj. 
ceto. 
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time Joh: Ox fordins (Biſhop of No#- 


wich) 18 (s) reported to have com- 
pil'd an Bzgl:;fþ Chronicle; and we 
may look for ſome' good Remarks 
from a perſon employ'd (as he was) 
on an Embaſſy to Rome, there truly 
to repreſent to his Holineſs an account 
of Archbiſhop Becket's Behaviour. 
He&#or Boethins pretends to have ſeen 
his Hiſtory 3 and applauds him as a 
Writer next to his mighty Feoffrey of 
Monmouth, in Authonty' as well as 
Time. 

The next Hiſtorian of: Note and 
Figure is Ralph de Diceto, or Diſſeto, 
Dean'of London; who wrote abour 
the year 1210. He ſometimes refers 
to a (t) Chronological Account of ' 
our Britiſh Kings of his own Compo- 
ſure, which muſt have reach'd much 
higher than any thing hitherto pub- 
liſhed under his Name. - And ſuch a 
Work in ſeveral parts (containing a 
Britiſh Chronicle from Brute to Cag- 
wallador, and an Engliſh one from 
Hengiſt to King Harold) the indu- 


(s) Id. p. 254. (tg Ang]. Sacr, Par, II. p. 677: 


{trious 
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' _ | ( ! 63 ) 3 
ſtrions Mr. {Wharton (t) fays he 
had ſeen and perusd in the Norfolk- 
Library. The two Treatiſes whic 
concern us at preſent, and are alrea- 
dy (#) printed, are his Abbreviationes 
Chronicorugs and his Imagines Hiſtoria- 
rum :'; The former whereof contains 
an Abſtra& of our Hiſtory (but chief- 
ly.in Church-matters) down to the 
Conqueſt; and the latter ' gives the 
Portraictures of ſome of our Kings 
more at length, ending with the firſt 
years of, King -John's Reign. Mr. Sel- 
den is much in the Praiſes of this (w) 
Author, and his Works : tho all that 
is-here remember'd 1s uſually copy'd 
out.of other; Writers, who are often 
tranſcrib'd verbatir. Dr, Gale met 
with a better Copy of his Abbrevia- 
tions than had fallen into the hands of 
Sir Roger Twiſden 3 and has taken ocs' 
cafion (in. diſcqurling (x) upon that 
ſubje&t) to ſhew how miſchievoully 
the old Monks oft Canterbury ugd to 
corrupt their Manuſcripts. Diceto's 
Talent lay mainly towards Church- 


(r) Prazf. ad Par. IT Anegl. Sac, p. 27. (a) Fol. 
Lond, 1552, inter 10. Script. (w) In Praf. ad 10, 
Serip. (x) Praf, ad Hiſtz Bris p. 14. | ' 


N ky(tory , 


Walter 
Coventri- 


enſis. 
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hiſtory 3 . and, on that Topick, we 
ſhall hereafter meet with him more 
If Gyraldus Cambrenſis 
ever wrote any ſuch thing as an (y) 
Engliſþ Chronicle, it ought to come 
in the ſame rank of time with theſe 
of Diceto's :, But I very much ſuſpe& 
Hither 
alſo muſt be referr?d the famous (z) 
Fxchequer-man, King Ferry the Se- 
cond's Nephew, Gervaſe of Tilbury 5 
who (beſides the Black Book, to be 
remembered when we come to the 
Twelfth Chapter Y is ſaid to. have 
written a large hiſtorical Commenta- 
ry upon Jeoffrey of Monmouth, under 
Galfredi, 

which he dedicated to the Emperor 
Otho the Fourth. 
Welter Monk of Coventry deſerves a 


than once. 


the Truth of that Repo 


the Title 0 (a) Illuftrationes 


rt. 


more particular Remembrance, as 


perhaps very well meriting the ac- 
count given of him by Johx (b) Le- 
land, who ſays the two main Orna- 
ments of an Hiſtorian (Sincera fides &5 


Incidus ordo) are to be had in him, 


_— 


U—_ 


GO) F. Pits, p- 281. (x) H Spelm.Gloſſar, in voce 
Scaccarium, 7. Stow, Chron, p. 154, 
p- 274+ Bale, Cent. 3- (6) Apud fo, Pits, p. 250. 


(9) 


7. Pits, 


Upon 
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Upon the ſtrength of this Authority, 
Bale tells us he was (e) Immorteli Vir 

u#s memoria. But his three Books 

Chronicles and Annals (for. which 
theſe men ſend'ns to Berxet-College) 
are all onez being chiefly Colleftions 
out of Jeoffre of Monmonth, R. Hove- 
dex, 'and H. Huntingdon. Some few 
things' of Note and Conſequence he 
has which are not to be met with in 
thoſe Authors, He is faid to have 
liv'd in Coventry, A. D.. 1217. and 
therefore Alexander (f.) Bſſebienfis's 
Epitome of our Exgliþ Annals, 'Peter 
(&) Henham's Hiſtory, and R. (b) 


tigers (continued by his Nameſake 


(5 Ralph Abbot of Coggeſhal) are of 
the fame date. 


Soon after theſe appeard Matthew ,.. p,. 


Paris, a Monk of St. Albans; one of ,;. 
the moſt renown'd Hiſtorians of this 
Kingdoms His Fiftorie Major con- 
tains th& Annals (at large) of Eight 
of our Kings; from the beginning of 
the Reign of !/;/iam the Firſt, to the 
concluſion of that of Fexry the Third. 


_— 


— 


(e) Cent. 3- cap. 74. (7). Vid. Hiſt. & Antig. 
Oxon. Par. |. P.15. (&) 7. Pits, p. $57 (b) Id. 
P. 2934, (1) Id. p. 3Þ1. 

N 
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'Twas firſt publiſhe at Zondon, A. D. 
1571and the (4) ZwrithEditionon- 
ly copy'd from that. Tt was again 
_ erbatime reprinted (the errors of the 

Preſs being- only | corre&ted) by: (1) 
Dr, Wats, who beautify'd it with ad- 
ditions of various Readings; the Au- 
thor's large Additementa, and his Lives 
of the Abbots of $7. Albans; a good 
Gloſſary of his own compoſure, e>c. 
Among other Reaſons that prevailed 
with him to publiſh -the very words 
of the former Edition, he thought he 
ſhould hereby effeCtually ſtop the 
Mouths of the Romaniſts (who pre- 
tended that the Hereticks .had -vilely 
corrupted that Hiſtorian) when they 
ſhould ſee their Caſe wasnot better?d 
by comparing it with all the Manu- 
ſcript Copies that could be had of it; 
From the year 1259. (wherein M. P4- 
ris dy'd) to King Henry the Third's 
Death, it was continu'd by Will, Ri. 
ſhanger, a Monk of the fame Frater-. 
nity ; asſ{ome inform as. Others will 
needs affirm, that Paris himfelf had 
a very ſmall hand in the whole, ha+ 


— 


(6) Fol 1606, (1) Fol. Lond, 1546, 
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ving only- begun.at. the year, ts 
the Feſt being-,done to his ban 
one: Roger de Windleſbore, or Mindjer, 
(the MS. Copy.of his ory mY 
torn's Library ;.calls him Rogerus We ex- 
dovre de Wan #dower ,prior {+ Bealugir) 
one. of bis Predeccſſors in. the fame 
Monaſtery. Before that time (they 
(#2) tell us)-there, are only ſome few 
Interpolations . of. M. Paris's,.. who 
fax ſome reaſons. beſt known to him- 
elt) did not. break off at. the: year 
1250+ as it appears hc deſign'd, but 
continued writing to his Death, The 
Author (whorngr he was) did Cer- 
taigly begi Chronicle , at . the 
Creation, _ we now have loſt all 
that. went. before the Conqueſt 3 un- 
leſs; as; the (). Publiſher-,of hig 
gueſſes, that which now mr under 
- Name of Matthew of i, elbmii er, 
be.Ginreality). the true Work of Mat. 
Peris. This undoubtedly is as much 
the Offspring of Roger de Wendoter, 
as that following part now publiſhed 
is the genuine Work of M. Paris, as 
will ſufficiently nan to any that 


— - ——— > ——————_ ——— . — — R—__ 


Cm) Vid. D Wath: P: #tat. C2) 'n Praf, ad Edi- 
jonem Tigurin, 
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fhall' take the to conſult” the 
abovementione —Sufry 'Copy. 
The 'whole Book -manifefts a- great 
deal of Candour and ExaQtneſy' in" its 
Author,” who farniſhes us with ſopar- 
_ wa rn of the brave'Re- 
th by many?6f our Princes 
to pal utping Power of the Rom; 
See, that *tis a wonder how ſach'an 
gg 1 hiſtory caitte to Neſs i 
on m fuit anime nfenſ 77 
Aeeflices eden 

oy ef / ſays Cat Fro Bards. 
liſh whereof is only this4*he 
was a Writer of a ar Couripe, 
and y- Int indo ne the-Pre- 
rogatives is Soveraipn's Tmperid! 
ar againſt the Uſirtpations ofthe 
Papal Cn: And'yet heis as kind 
to the P as he's cither to the 
King hiniſe lt, or the Abbot'of $1774. 
bans; for he toalanny 7 ack Jaſhes 
(upon occalibn )” every” Bod _ 

Comes. jr bis way.” The Name Auth 
wrote an Abſtraft of the forbien, 
tion'd Work, to which he gavethe 
Title of Chrowica, .and FV. Lambard 


Qmetb_mns ———— —_ 


9 Anval. Ecclcf, ad An, 955; 


firſt 
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firſt chriſten'd it Hiſtoria Minor. It 
begins, as the former, with'Y/;/;am 
the 1eror, and ends A, D. I250 
having itt it ſeveral Particulars of 
Note omitted in the en, 4 
The faireſt Copy of this Book (ſup- 
pogd to be written by the Author s 
own' hand) is in the King's Library 
at St, Jemes's. One Joh: Shephed 1s 
(?)- ſuppoſed to have liv'd at the 
ſame time with M. Parz ; and is, by 
John Stow, aſſerted to be the Author 
of an Engl: hiſtory. We may pro- 
bably bring inalſo Robert of Gloceſter 
for another of his Cotemporaries , 
fince Archbiſhop (4) Uſter, and (r) 
Mr. Camden are both poſitive, that be 
liv'd ſome time in the Reign of King 
Henry the Third. His rhyming Chro- 
nicle is irt Prgliſþ; and the Reader 
may have ca Taft” 8f it (as much, it 
may be, as ever he'll defire_ either 
from-() Mr. Selden, or (t) Mr. VVYood. 
The Chronicle of (#) Mailros (tho 


its Title may ſeem to rank it among th 


ll 


(p) F. Pits, p. 313- (4) Hiſt. Eccleſ. Brit. p. 29. 
0) Remains, p. m.8. (5s) Titles of Hon. Þ. 535+ 
(t) Hiſt. & Antiq. Oxon. Par. I. p. 112. (#) Fol. 
Oxon. 1634. 
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oe Reegeds, of  ngchr Kingdom, 
Fet) may juſtly. challenge a-place- a- 
mong our Emxgliſþ Hiſtorjans, ſince it 
chiefly inſiſts upon the affairs of rhis 
Nation. The Abbot or Prior of Dux- 
arainand (in Galloway, a Nurſery 
under Mailros) . is thought to have 
beenthe firſt. Compiler of the work ; 
which was afterwards continued, by 
ſeveral hangs, .downto the year 1270. 
There's. very little relating to the 
Northern hiſtory . of this. Kingdom 
before the year 1142. ( when the lit- 
tle Convent of Darndrainand was 
founded) fave what is borrow'd from 
Florence of Worceſter, and Matthew of 
Weſtminſter : So that it muſt. be after 
that time that the Character. which 
the Publiſher gives of this Chronicle 
(exhibet Principum, Procerum, Epiſco- 
porun, Abbatum, ig Borealibus iſtis Q- 
ris ſucceſſrones) is moſt agreeable. From 
the year 1262,the Continuator (who- 
ever had the turn. to, be-Regiſter at 
that time) is as dull and whimſical as 
any Monk needs be. *Twas his buſt- 
neſs to draw the Picture of Simor 
Mornfort, the famous Earl of Leiceſter ;, 
and he has ſo overdone the matter, 
that -he thongtt himſclf oblig'd, in 
C3 "+. the 


(171) 
the Concluſion; to inſtance in a great 
many Authors of Note that had pub. 
liſwd ſome Stories a little Romantick, 
and yet had found” the favour to be 
believ'd. **: - 

The reſt of the general Hiſtorians Many 
of this Age are of amnch-lower. form, Hifori- 
and leſs weight, than theſe. already #1. 
mention'd:- -Such were Elias de Eve- 
ſpam, and (his Nameſake) Elias de 
Trickingham ;, who are (x) both ſaid 
to have flouriſh'd about the year 1270. 
There 1s a Copy of the latter's Chro- 
nicle among my Lord Clarendon's Ma- 
nuſcripts, which ends A. D. 1268. Pe. 
ter Ickeham (a (y) Fentiſh Man born, 
and ſometime a Student 1n- the Uni- 
verſity of Paris )- about the year 
1274.- colle&ed the Britiſh and Em- 
gliſh Hiſtories, from the coming in of 
Brute; and continued them to the 
Reign of Edward the Firſt. | This 
Chronicle is (z) faid to have been 
ſome time in the poſſeſſion of Sir Sy- 
nionds D' Ewes;; and perhaps is the 
ſame Book which (a) Mr. Wharton: ac. 


(x) 7. Pits, P. 350, 351» (y) Id. p. 355. C2) 
E: Gibſon Catal, Bibl, Tenmſor, p. 25. (a) Angl. Sacr. 
Par. [. p. 116. * 


quaints 
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q_ ns is now at Lambeth: John 
enfis (Abbot of St. Edamnd:bury, 
where he dy'd 4. D. 1280.) wrote 
alſo (b) Exgliſþ Annals, wherein he 
treats at large of the Difputes betwixt 
Pope Innocent the Fourth RE 
eſt: Biſhop of Zinzcolr. Poflibly thi 
ſs may be the ſame with (c) 
Burgenſis 3 and all one with John: Ab- 
bot of Peterbargh, whoſe MS. Chro- 
nicle is quoted by (4d) Mr. }Vþartos. 
And then he ſhould have beenreſerv'd 
till the next Century, about the mid- 
= - ——_— that Abbot certainly flow- 
riſh'd. 
| . 1301. Tho. FVVikes (call'd by Le- 
C—— Vicenws ; by others DVieeine) 
ought to begin the Fourteenth Centu- 
ry, tho both Bale and Pits bring him 
within the foregoing for his Hiſt 
(which begins at the Conqueſt) ends 
at the Death of Edward the Firſt, 
A. D. 1304. The Author was Canon 
Regular of Oſzey near Oxford 3 and 
writes as clearly and full (eſpecially 
in ſome paſfages relating tothe Baron- 
wars) as ſo compendious a Chronicle 


— 


(6) F. Pits, p. 351. (c) Id.p. 449. (d) Angl. 
Sacc, Par. I, p-115. 
as 
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as his is would: allow him'to do. We 
are indebted 'to: Dr. Gile for the (+) 
pubhſhing of this hiſtory, ' together 
with others of good value, that had 
long laid in/private hands : Joh Ca- 
forins (all alfo (f) Frber and Be- 
ver) 'was a Monk of Weſtminſter, a- 
bout this time, and wrote a Chroni- 
cle, ſtill extantinſome of our (g) Ex- 
gl:fþ Libtaries. - Leland commends him 
as an Hiſtorianof good credit; and he 
x alſo'cited;” with reſpe&t, by Johr: 
Stow in-his\ Survey. He begins with 
the coming! in of Brute, and» ends at 
his own tune. VV. Riſhariger (who 
dy'd, very old, about the year 1312) 
has been menitioned' alteady 5 and 
Rad. Baldoc who dy'd the year fol- 
lowing, and whoſe hiſtory is quoted 
by Lelandand Archbiſhop (b) Oſter) 
ſeems hardly to deſerve it. Of the like 
kind 3s the compendious Chronicle of 
Tho. Haſchbond,, Canon: Regular of 
Leedes in Kernt, whom both Bale and 
Pitrhave fix'd at the year 1321, But 


— — 


(e) Hiſt. Ang], Vol.IT. Fol. Oxon. 1687. (f ) F. Le- 
land, Aﬀert. Arth. fol. 20.4. (g) Bibl. Þ' Ewes, 
Monaſt, Angl. Tom, I. p. 177. (þ) Hiſt, Eccick, Brit. 


P- 21, 
| @) 7 


( 174) 


(5) J. Weever, from a paſſage in his 
Book; which gives an account of the 
Vieories of the Black Prince, ſhews 


"that he muſt have liv'd-pretty late in 


the Reign -of Edward the. [Third, if 
not under (his Grandſon) Richard the 
Second. SEAEHATrY | 
Of ſomething better value are the 
Annals of Nicolas Trivet (Son, of Sir 
Thomas Trivet, Lord Chief . Juſtice) 
who was Priorof a Monaſtery of Do- 
minican Friars in London 3 where he 
was bury'd A. D.1328. An excellent 
Copy: of his hiſtory (which John Pits 
(4 ) ſabdivides intothree ſeveral Trea- 
tiſes) is now in the Library at Mertor: 
College in Oxford, whence ſeveral of 
our moſt eminent (/) Antiquaries have 
had very remarkable  Qbſervatiorns. 
'Tis in French, and bears the. Title of 
Les Geſies des Apoſtoiles, (or, the (m) 
Popes) Emperenrs eRois. Roger Ce- 


firenſis (who was a Benedictine Monk 


of St. Werburg'sin Cheſter) was Trivet's 
Cotemporary, and wrote a large ac- 


—_—. 


(7) Fun. Mon. p. 206. (b) 7. Pits, p. 422. 4 way 
H- Spelman. Concil. Tom. I. p. 111. Hiſt. Oxon, hb. 2. 
P- 292. & Ab,Whelvc. Bed. Hiſt, p. 115, (m) Spelm. 
Glof{. in voce Apoſt olice, 

count 
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coant of the- affairs of this. Nation. 
This. Work he entitled Polcratice 
Temporam, and began it with the co- 
ming in} of the Rowaxs. 'He continu'd 
it at firſt no-lower; thanthe year 1314. 
but added ()) afterwards a Supple- 
ment of fifteen years more. - -, 
About the ſame time (as Mr. Selder F.Bromp. 
probably. (os) conjectures) livd theo. 
Authorof that Chronicle which goes 
under the Name of Jobr Brompton, 
ſome time Abbot of Jorevel (or Jor- 
vaulx) in the County of Tork, which 
ins (with the coming in of Agy- F 
fine the Monk) A, 1>. 588. and ends 
with the Death of , Richard the Firſt, 
1198. *Tisnot indeed likely that this 
Hiſtory was written by any Member 
of th&Abby of Joreval, ſince it takes 
no notice of the Foundation of that 
Monaſtery, &c. But only procur'd 
by Abbot Brompton, and (by him) 
beſtow'd on his Monaſtery. The Au- 
thor (whoever he be) is very full in 
his Colle&ions for the Saxor times, 
but takes no notice of the Chronolo- 
gical part in the whole ſtory of the 
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(n) F. Pits, p. 448+ (0) Praf, ad X. Script. inter 
quos . Brompton. 1 
Hep- 
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Heptarchy: In this he has not beeti 
very inquiſitives ending*(for exam- 
ple) Northumberland where Bede's Hi- 
ſtory leaves him.” He gives'the Sexo 
Laws at large, and'tranffates them 
pretty honeſtly. - It what he borrows 
from the old: cle,-in that Lan- 
guage, he is not altogether ſo torre@ - 
erwile, he had nevertold us fach 
a rare ſtory of one (?) Saumerled, a 
Danifh Tyrant, who ſack'd Reading, 
&c. His chief Author is Roger Hove- 
den, Of Walter Hemmingford the 
Reader needs no further acconnt than 
what has been'already given of him 
by his worthy (q) Pabliſher - Nor 
haveI any more to fay of Richard of 
Chicheſter than what Joh: Pits hastold 
me (r), that he was a Monk oF je. 
minſter, A.D. 1348. that he travell'd 
to moſt of the Libraries of England; 
and, out of his Colle&tions thence, 
compild a notable Hiſtory of this 
Kingdom, from the coming in of the 
Sexons down to his own time. 
Ran, Higden (Monk of St. FVer- 
bure's in Cheſter, where he dy'd very 


(p) Vid. Fob. Spelm. Vit. Zlfr. R. p. 18. (9) Th». 
Gzle, Biſt. Brir. & Angl, yol. II, in Przfat. p. 8, 9, 10. 
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aged, (s) A,D. 1377) was an indu- 
ſtrious Hiſtorian, a great Follower 
of Florence of VVaorceſter and othersof 
our beſt Writers; Onicuique Authorum 
ſuorum hanorem integrum ſervans, ſays 
Bale. The Charadter might be true 
for any thing (perhaps) he knew : 
But *tis that Writer's way to give ac- 
counts of Men and their Labours at 
random, It is very evident that, on 
the Contrary, he falls foul on Y/7ll;- 
am of Malmesbury in many placesz 
and yet that perſon # thought to 
have deſery'd a Reſpe@, and is uſu- 
ally. better treated by all our other 
Hiſtorians. He 1s pleas'd to ſtile his 
Work Polychronicon: And, if. you 
ſpell the firſt Letters of the ſeveral 
Chapters that begin it, you read 
Preſentem Chronicam conpilavit Ranul- 
phus Monachus Ceſtrenſis, What he 
wrote relating to the times of the 
Britains and Saxons has teen lately 
Ct) publiſh'd by Dr. Gale, who com. 
mends him for preſerving many Re- 
mainsout of ancient Chronicles, now 
wholly loſt or miſlaid. (I have a Parch- 
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Cs) Ita Fob. Pits, p. $17. Verum Balens, Anno 
1353. (t) Hiſt, Brit, Vol, I. Fol. Oxon. 1691. 
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ment Manuſcript of this . Hiſtory , 
which ſeems to be a better Copy than 
what the Learned Dottor made uſe 
of.) The reſt was firit tranſlated into 
Engliſh by John de Treviſa (a (u)Corniſh 
Man born, and ſome time Vicar of 
Berkeley in Gloceſterſhire) who- illu-. 
ſtrated the whole, with Annotations. 
of his own, fays_my Author.: But 
they (x) that know the matter bet- 
ter have obſervd aright that the 
many Interpolations and Additions in 
VV. Caxton's Engliſh Edition, are the 
Pabliſhbers and not Treviſg's. And- 
ſo is alſo the Continuation down to 
the year 1460. For Caxtox expreſly- 
takes it upon himſelf, tho our famous 
$2 Selden ſays 'twas the Work of 
reviſe, who (if thegreat Man were 
not miſtaken) muſt have penn'd it 
near a hundred years after his death. 
F. Tin- . . Jebn Vicar of Tinmonth (whence 
muthenſi;. he is always call'd Tinmuthenſes, tho 
he , was afterwards (z) Monk of St. 
Albans, A. D. .1366) was a mighty 
Colle&or of our Engliſh Hiſtories , 
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_ +(u) F. Pits, p. 567. (x) Vid. Uſſfrii Hiſt. Dogm. 
Edit. ad Hen. Wharzan, p- 157, 439+ ' (5) In Prafat. 
ad 10, Script. (xz) F+ Pits, p. $00. ; 
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which he has left digeſted into:three 
Very -large' Volames; whereof :there: 
arc now fair Copies in (the Libraries 
at Oxford,' Lambeth, &-c This Work 
he was pleayd to call Hiſtoria Aures, 
and; for "that- reaſon, :the'2Author 
hitnſelf is by” (4) «Leland named Chry- 
ſſtoriogr aphus. - Oat of this large Maſs 
many notable' Remarks have! been 
made by thelearmed Men ofthis Age : 
But, becaaſe they” chiefly" relate: to 
the doughty® Feats and ''Miracles of 
our Engliſh Sairits, as well as his other 
Works that more profeſiedly'rreat 
on that Subje&,:*we ſhall : defer © the 
further confideration of him -to: (6b) 
another place-- poli fron 

To humour Bule, Pite-aid' Foftur, Muckew 
we ſhall here place Marthew'(aBene- of /- 
ditine Monk) of Weſtminſter, who,min/er.' 
they tell -us, flouriſh d -in the year 
1457. Tis 'more probable-rhat the 
hardly ont-livd the ' year 1307. in 
which he (c) ended his Hiſtory, tho 
twasafterwards (as we fhallſee anon) 
continued by: other hands. ' He was 


| (a) Aﬀert. Arth. & alibi. (b) Chap. 13: (c) Vid. 
" Rt. Wharton, Praf. ad Ang}. SiC. Par. be-pi-425 27+ 
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a choice: Cdlle&or of the Flowers of 
former Hiſtorians, from whence, and 
from-the Title of his: Book; he is 
uſually ſtyl'd Elorilegs..., His chief Be- 
nefatoris:Metthew Paris, whom he ſo 
accurately./tranſcribes, that he can- 


not-be perſwaded to leave him, even . 


whenhe warmly treats of the particu. 
lars of-.his own Monaſtery. of St. Al- 
bans. i Nay, che ſometimes refers (in 
Paris's| very words) to that Author's 
Additementa, as to a Work of his own 
compoſure 3 and hence- ſome have 
concluded that the whole, even that 
part which / precedes the - Conqueſt, 
was borrow'd from the ſame band. 
But I can ly agree to that, ſince 
the ſameheedleſs way of writing (un- 
becowing the Accuracy of M. Paris) 
runs through both. of 'em. Hence 
(d) Unde Reges Cantiz »ſque hodie Ae. 
skyngesvocentar;with a thouſand more 
of the hike. "Tis moſt likely (as has 
been already obſerv'd) that R. d: 
' Wendover - was a common Parent to 
both the Matthews; and the main of 
what is publiſht under both their 
Names came from that hand. There 


em. 
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was an Edition of Weſtminſter's hiſtory 
before that at (e) Francfort, but abo- 
-minably corrupt and imperfe&, eſpe- 
cially after the, year 1245. the At 
hor's pun&ual Relation of the brisk 
{behaviour of our Kings and Nobility, 
| in oppoſition to the Encroachments 


of the Rowan See, being wretchedly 
mangled and purloyn'd. Upon this 
bottom Jobs Pits divides the Hiſtory 
into two (Ff) ſeveral Works, where- 
of the former he calls Hi/toria ampla, 
which (ſays he) is that which was 
publiſh'd at (g) London; and the 0- 
ther Hifforiarum Flores, The Diſtiti- 
Rion he had from Bale; tho the Ap- 

lication be his own. This Report 

ems to have had ſome ſlender Foun- 
dation; fince we are told that, a- 
mongſt my. Lord (þ) Clarendon's Ma- 
nuſcripts , there's another hiſtorical 
Work which bearsthe Name of Flore; 
Hiſtoriarnuw, which is very different 
from” the Printed Copy, and is con- 
tinu'd near forty years further. Bur 


MC 


Ce) Fol. A. D. 15or. ( f) F. Pits, p. $19. 
(eg) Fol. A.D. 1570. (b) Catalog. Bibl, Tenni- 
ſc0, p. 1, 

O 2 the 
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we TR to Know that there 
keg dts Fony ſos Hiſtorians in this 


King 208 at the 
rg 139: Hy ha ons, chey 
chiefly i0 v:-ary to "continue the 
Work, '6f Matthew of We Iminſter. The 
moſt, efttnent (1 indeed) of his'Con- 
tinuators, was Addm Merimith, Canon 
be t of St. Pauls, ad an eminent 

Mi WH, i in the latter end** of 

CS ve Fnſere Wholly to the 
- writing of. 'Exgliſh Hiſt. 


begihs his Work (2). at 1302. 

ſt” part, * reaches. only to 

L3431f {YÞ = I ſappofe, 'makes rhe 

in my , Lord Clare 

eh Eaby " but the, ſecond conti- 

"Dues the, -Story to (if Al likelihood, 

the year of his own Death) A. D. 

x 380. Tis obſervable. that his Hi- 

ſtory , commences at, Michaelmas , 

-and, for that reaſon, he always af. 

terwards begins the New Year at that 
Feaſt, _ 

7. Staff A few more, of an inferior Rank, 


fe MI, "I | 2.16% GM 


(7) So ſays Pits, p. 531. And yet Ex Chron. Ad, 
Merimuth. in Bibl. Cotton. An. Dom. 1300. W, Petyt's 
Quotation runs in his dnciznt Right of the Commons &C. 
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may probably be reckoned amongſt 
the Hiſtorians of this Ages As/1. Fob 
Stafſort, a Franciſcan Priar,'i1who is 
(& ſuppoſed tb have” written an 

gliſh Hiſtory about the' yedr” 1486. 
The. als ty obſerves: yety well 


- that the exat- time whety hewrote 


(or liv'd) is not-known © otly;/be- 
ing a Franciſean (and that; T% oubt, 
1s not very certainly known neithies) 
he muſt have” flouriſhed afterths year 
12:26. when. ; That Order. firſt caine 
into Englepd;, and, bei quoted by ; 
Joh s Refo, mu LEONE che, 1.48 36. 
Williane . de Packinaten $ Etary 
_—_ Treaſurer to the Black Pe in 
GG aſcoigue,, Vets e a Croni EM French 
from the. ;year. Q John 
down to bs own time) Ws out 
of which ſeveral Collefigns. baye 
been made by (- } Leia ve Stow 
and others, 3. Henry d: Knygbten, 
one .of the Canons of Fihs whoſe 
(9) Hiſtory. . may be ſaid to begin at 
the Conqueſt, ſince he has only a 
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(b) Pits, p. $23 (1) Worthics in S*.ford/hire, 
P.45. (mY) MSS, Tom. 1. Pp. 657: (#) ) Chron in 
RR. 755. Ed.I. &c. (9) De Eventibrs Ang & F 21. Lord, 


1652, inter 10, Scrip, 
O 3 ſhort 
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ſhort Abſtratt of the Saxor Aﬀairs 
in his firſt Book. It is continued 
down. to the year 1395. He fairly 
owns what he tranſcribes from Ralph 
Higden 3 whom he imitates alſoin t 
Crotchet: of making the fifteen firſt 
Chapters. of, his Second Book give 
_y Name+. in their Jnitial Letters , - 
thus: - 

HENRICUDS CNITTON, 


"Tis plain'that neither Leland, Bale 

- nor Pits, had ever ſeen this Work. 

An Encouragement to the induſtrious 

Antiquaries of this Age to continue 

their Enquiries after ſuch Hiſtories as 

are preſum'd to be irrecoverably loſt. 

4. Galf. Lingins (a Franciſcan of Noy- 

wich,” about the year 1390. ) is alſo 

(p) faid to have compil'd a Hiſtory of 

this Kingdom, from the coming 1n of 
Brutus, down to his own Time: 

Tur tht 1401. The fifteenth Century was 

= J* one of the moſt rude and illiterate 

"Ages, and therefore we are not to 

Jook-for a large Harveſt of Hiſtorians, 

in a Dearth and Scarcity of Perſons 

eminent in other parts of Learning. 
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(p) 7. Pits, p. 555, 
| Sir 
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Sir John Froifſart (ſometime Canon 
(9) and Treaſurer of Chimay in the 
Dioceſs of Liege) juſtly deſerves to 
be placed firſt, as having ended his 
Life and Story about the beginning of 
it. His Work-contains a General Hi- 
ſtory of "the Afﬀairs of France, Spain, 
and other parts of Exrope, as well as 
Exgland; tho it chiefly mfiſtson thoſe 
of this Nation. The Author was a 
Frenchman born, . but was brought up, 
in his Youth, in the Court | of our 
King Edward the Third 5 and; ma- 
ny years after, familiarly conyerſant 
in King Richard the Seconds, He 
wrote 1n his own Native Language, 
which was alſo, in his Time, the (7) 
Court-Language of England, The 
Copies that were taken of him in 
French (as well Manuſcript as in (s) 
Print) are generally faulty and cor- 
rupt in Names and Numbers ; where- 
as the Author himſelf, being perf-&ly 
acquainted with the Engliſh Court 
and Cuſtoms, could not well miſtake. 
Moſt of theſe Errors are corrected in 


——— 


(4) See his Hift. Vol. Ii, cap. 200. (1) Sel- 
Jen's Tit. of Hon, p. 635, (5) Fal. Pariſ. 34 Vol. 1 ge 5. 
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the Ezghſp Edition, which was pub-« 
liſhed by Sir\ Jobx Bourchier, Deputy 
of Calais, at the Command: of King 
Henryxhe Eighth, towards the latter 
end of his Reign. »'His Account:'of 
matters ſeems to be/plain-and honeſt; 
and perhaps mone grvesa better of the 
Afﬀairs of Edward the; Third, and 
(his unfortunate Succefior } Richard 
the Second. Slidan epitomiz'd his 
Hiſtory'm'' (#) Latin 3 but has not 
done it with thatimpartiality and fair- 
neſs that might have been'expected 
from a Man of his great Name. Take 
the Cenſure which onr learned Hum- 
phry Lhuid: long ſince gave of that 
;piece and'its Anthor : (») Dum Gal- 
lico Nowini nimium faveret, Anglo« 
rum Nobiliſſome _ aut Silentio pre- 
teriit, aut, ab Anthore diſſentiens, ali- 
ter, quam" 4 Froifſardo ſcripture » eff, 
literis commendavit, 

'” Aﬀter hjm follow, down to the mid- 
dleof the Century, aſet of very or- 
.dinary Scriblers, ſuch as, 1. {bo. Ot- 
terburn, a Franciſcan Friar of fome of 
our - Exgliſh Monaſteries about the 
year 14ti. whoſe MS. Hiſtory 15 


(r) Quarto Heydelberg, 1587. (») Comment. Brit. 
Deicrip. fol, 27. a, 
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(x) faid to be'in our publick Library 
at Oxford, 1, Tho. Radburi, Biſhop 
of Sr. Davids, (y ' and C. ancellor of 
the Univerfiry of O+ford, A. 1). 1420. 
He is uſually quoted by the Name of 
Radburi W$enior , to diſtinguiſh [him 
from another little Chronicler of both 
his Names ,, who was a Monk of 
St Swith's in Wincheſter, and: Joh. 
Roſs s great Acquaintaace. This lat- 
ter Wrote two Brooks of our General 
Hiſtory 3 the one whereof he ſtiles 
(2) Breviarium Chronicorum , which 
begins at Byte, and ends A.D. 12.34. 
After the Conqueſt he copies moſt 
from M. Paris, and is very unhappy 
in his Chronological part His : 4) 
Hiſtoria Major (as he calls his other 
Work) conſiſts of large: Colle&ions 
out of other common tiiſtorians, fave 
only in what relates to the Churchof 
Wracheſter. 3 John Sherburn, a Monk. 
who wrote 'b) (hronica Britannorum, 
from the firſt coming in of the 7ro- 
jans, to the Reign ot Henry the Sixth. 


—— pn -o—Hnn_y———_—_—— 
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Cx) Monaſt. Ang]. Tom. 11. p. 459. (») Grdwiy. 
de Praxful. in St. David. (2) MS. Bibl. Corron, Neres. 
A. 17. (4) MS. mn Bib. Lambeth, & Ccll. Ben, Can- 
tal, (b) MS, imter Ccdd. D. Com. Clurmndin, 
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4. John Henfield, a Monk of Battle- 
Abby, who drew an (c) Abſtratt of 
our Wen wr _ Fs ſame 
time. 5. John Langden, Biſhop 
of _— who poſlibly is all one 
with Job Langton, (another. of the 
ſame. (e) authentic Gentleman's Hi- 
ſtorians) a Carmelite Friar, who is 
ſaid to die at the Councilof Baſil, A. 
D. 1434- hid 
Tho Wal- Tho. Walfjngham, a BenediCtine 
fingham. Monk of St. Alban's, (and very pro- 
bably Regizs Profeſſor of Hiſtory in 
that Monaſtery, about the year 1440.) 
made ſomething a better figure than 
the laſt mention'd; and accordingly 
both his Hiſtoria brevis and his Hypo« 
digma Neuwſtrie, have had the honour 
to be publiſh'd by Archbiſhop (F) 
Parker. His ſhort Hiſtory begins at 
the Concluſion of Henry the Third's 
Reign, where M. Paris ended his : 
And he might well ſeem to be Paris's 
Continuator, were his Language an- 
{werable tohis matter. The account 
he gives is well enough, and we are 
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(c) 8vo. MS, in Bibl. D. Com. Carliol. (Cd) 7. Pits, 
p. 5-7. (ec) Id. p. 625 (Cf) Fol. Lond, 1574. 
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indebted to him for many things not 
taken notice of by any other Writer 
of thoſe times. Indeed, his Reign of 
King Edward the Second is wholly 
borrow'd from Sir Thomas de la More. 
His Tpodigma Newſtrie (as he calls 
it) has a more particular regard to 
the Aﬀairs of Normandy ; giving 
an account (at.large) of that Duke- 
dom, from the time it came firſt int 
the hands of Rolo and his Daves, 
down to the Sixth year of Henry the 
Fifth; wherein the Reader will find 
many. Occurrences not elſewhere to 
be met with. About the ſame time 
wrote John Wethamſtede, the firſt ( g) 
Oppoſer of the ſtory of King Brutus; 
and Nicolas Cantelupxs (the Cambridge 
Hiſtoriographer) who isalſo reported 
to have penn'd a (b) General Chro- 
nicle of England. 

The next Hiſtorian of Note was Job» 
John Harding a, Northern (7) Engliſh- Harding. 
az, and an inveterate Fnemy to the, 
Scottiſh Nation; againſt whom he \ 
carry'd Arms in ſeveral Expeditions. 
He colle&ed out of all our Hiſtories 
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Ce) bf Stow's Pref. to his Chron, C6) Pits, P 535» 
(i) Id. p. 653+ Bale, Cent. 8, cap. 39» 
. Whatever 
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whatever might tend to the proof of 
the ancient Vaſſalage of that King- 
dom to the Crown of England ; _ 
hearing there was in Scotland an old 
Record that put the matter beyond 
diſpute, he went (with great hazard) 
thither in diſguiſe, and, with much 
ado,. brought it away, and ſhew'd it 
to Hen. V. Hen. VI. and Edw. TV. 
To the laſt of theſe he dedicated his 
two Books of Chronicles in Engliſh 
Rhime 3 whereof the curious Reader 
may hayea taſte in ſome of our Mo- 
dern (4) Writers. It appearshe was 
living (tho very old) in the year 
1461. So that Nic. Montacute (a- 
bout that time (7) Maſter of Eator- 
School, and a Collef&or of Exgliþ 
Hiſtory) may : be reckon'd his Co- 
temporary 3 as may alſo Roger Alba- 
us, a (m) Carmelite of Londor , 
who drew up the Genealogies of ſome 
of our Kings. 

William Caxton (of whoſe conti- 
nuation of Treviſaſomething has been 
noted already) ſeems to, challenge 


Ck) Vid, Ailfr, mag. vit. p. 63+ (1) F. Pits, p- 
655, 557, (m) ld. p. 544 
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the next place after Harding. He 
was a menial Servant for thirty years 
rogether, to Margaret Dutcheſs of 
Burgundy (Siſter to our King Edward 
the Fourth) in Flanders. He after- 
wards returftd mto England; where 
finding, as he ſays, an imperfe&t Hi- 
ſtory (begun by one of the'Monks'of 
St. Albans, fays John Pits, very (») 
unadviſedly) he continu'd it in B+ 
liſh, giving Tt only the Latin Title 
CE ae, Tempornm. How ſinall 
a portion of this Work 1s owing to 
this Author, has been obferv d4'before ; 
bat he now uſually bears the Name 
of the whole, which begins with the 
firſt inhabiting 'of this Jſknd, and 
ends (the laſt'ycar 'of Edward the 
fourth) 4. D.' 1483 The-opportu- 
nities he had, of being ' acquainted 
with the Court-Tranſactions of his 
own time, would encourage his Rea- 
der to hope'for--great ' matters from 
him 5s but his fancy ſeems to have 
led himinto an Undertaking above his 
ſtrength. 


Qu 


Cn) F. Pits, p.670, 671. (s) Fol. Lond. 1515. 
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Joly YJohn Roſſe, or Row, was a perſon 
Roſe. ſomewhat better qualify'd- to write 
Hiſtory 5 being a Man of tolerable 
Parts, and ſingular Induſtry. He 
was born at Warwick, (p) and bred 
at Oxford, He travell'd over the 
greateſt part of England; and, ha- 
ving. made large Collections out of 
the Libraries where he came, rela- 
ting to the Hiſtory and Antiquities 
of this Kingdom, he at laſt retir'd to 
Guys Cliff (about a mile from War- 
wick, on the Banks of Avon) where 
he ſpent the Remainder of his Life, 
and dy*d A. D. 1491. , His Hiſtory of 
our Kings isſtill (q) extant 3 wherein 
are many Colle&ions illuſtrating the 
Antiquities of our Univerſities. Here- 
upon, he is frequently quoted by our 
Oxford-Antiquary 5 who nevertheleſs 
will not allow that his Judgment e- 
quall'd his Pains. , 
Ce I501. The firſt Poſt in the Srx- 
ent.16* ,enth Century is due, to Rob. Fa- 
R. Fab. ;: . 
my bian , an eminent Merchant, (and 
ſome time Sher iff of Loxdox,where he 
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Ct) Vid. Hiſt. & Antiq. Oxon. Par. IT. P. 77» 
(4) MS. Bibl. Cotton, & Coll. Ben, Cantabr. 
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dy'd A. D. 1512+ Both Bale and 
Pits ſubdivide his hiſtorical Writings 
into a great _ Treatiſes 3 
but I preſume that which they call 
his Hiftoriarum Concordantie is the 
ſum of all. This Chronicle is (r) 
publiſht, and does indeed confiſt 
of ſeven parts, whereof the fix firſt 
bring down his Story from Brutws 
to Williem the Conqueror, and are 
chiefly taken out of FJeoffry of 
Monmouth; and the Seventh gives 
an account of our ſeveral Kings from 
the Conqueſt to Henry the VII. He 
is very particular in the- Aﬀairs of 
London, many good things being 
noted by him (which concern the 
Government of that . great City) 
hardly to be had elſewhere. He 
ives the Names of all the Bailiffs. 
—. and Sheriffs, with the chict 
Tranſactions in their ſeveral Years ; 
but, in other matters, he is a great 
Follower of R. Higden. He mixes 
all along the French Hiſtory with 
the Englih; but in different Chap- 
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ters. He tranſlates his Authors ver 
literally; whenee Monmonths' Phraſe 
of Ferro &-  Flamma vaſtare is rens 
der d (-) to waſt with Tron and. Fire, 
ec. In the beginning of his Seventh 
part he obſerves Higdees method''of 
making his 'Years commence at M5z- 
chaelmas;, by which the ' Reader will 
underſtand how Willia#* the Con- 
Jueror comes to begin his Reignin 
Fober 1067. Cardinal Woolſey: is 
ſaid to have procur'd' all 'the Copies 
of this Hiſtory, that he could meet 
with, to be barnd; becauſe (ſays 
my (ft) Anthor, who 'is- not infal- 
lible either in his Reafonis or Rela- 
tions) the "Church's Patrimony was 
thereby too plainly 'diſcover'd. This 
CardinaFs Menial (Servant ( Joby 
Skuiſh, Squiſns, or Sqiiſens) is (n) 
reported to have compil d a notable 
Epitome of our Chronicles about 
the Year 1630. but T''am not able 
to dire(t the Reader where to meet 
with 1t. 


_—_— 


(s)P. qe. &c. (t) Bale, Cent. 8. cap. 62, (4) 
Id, Ceiit. g. Cap. 19. & F, Pits, p. 799. 
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| Polydore 'F irg#l was the moſt 2ecom- Poljdors 
pliſh'd Writer, for El-ganey and clear- Virgil. 


nefs of Style, thar this Age afforded. 
So mach the (a ) ſevereſt Enemy he had 
has acknowledg'd of him; and,/on. this 
feore alone, (#5) {bme” have -unreaion- 
ably extoll'd him: But there's fo little 
of the other more Neceflary Qualifiea- 
tions of & good Hiſtorian (Truth and 
Fair Dealing) in all his (c) Twenty-fix 
Books;that he has been juſtly condemn'd 
by our Criticks; and 'ris no' wbhder 
that-ſome of them have expreſs'd an'Tn« 
dignition ſuitable to the Abuſes put up- 
or their Country.Sir Henry Savil is war- 
mer on this occaſion rban is uſual with 
him.(d)Polydorus(fays he)urhomoltalus, 
& im rebus noftris Hoſpes, & (quod Caput 
eft) neque in Republich verſatus,nec magyi 
alioqut wel Judicii, vel Ingenii, pauca 
ex multis delibans, & falſa pleramque pro 
veris complexits, Fiſtoriam nobu reliquit 
enum cetera mendoſam, tim exiliter ſane 
E jejund conſcriptam. Some have fan- 
ſy'd rhat the fevere Character which 
Sir\ Hemry is here pleas'd to give of this 
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(a) F. Leland. Comment. ad Cygn; Cant. voce Irs. 
WW Sir The. Craig's Seotl. Soveraignt. p. 20, 38, 44,181. 
2) Fol.Baſil. 1534- (4) Epiſt. Ded. ad 5 Script. poſt 
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Author, might chiefly be apply'd to the 
Hiſtory of Henry the Eighth : And that 
a great many Þaſlages in that Reign 
may: be darkly or falſly repreſented by 
him,- by reaſon of his being unacquain- 
red with the Exgiiſh Tongue ; which 
could not but very much obſtru@ his 


Other things, ſay (e) they, have fallen 
from him under a borrow'd Light and 
Colour, out of the Reſpet he had 
for Queen Mary, and his great Inclins» 
tions to ſerve the Intereſts of that Prin- 
ceſs, Bur does not even this Apology 
carry a deal of InveQive in it ? Sir He 

Savil is far from being ſingular in the 
ſevereſt part of his Cenſure. Some of 
our late (f) Writers have agreed to it; 
and his\ Cotemporary Fumph. Lhuyd 
out-throws him a Bar or two, For, what 
think you of theſe (g) Expreſſions ? 
Nomini Britannici g/oriam won ſolum ob- 
fuſcare, ſed etiam Britannos ipſos men- 
daciſſims ſuis Calumniis infamare totis 
viribus conatur.— Homo Ignotus & Ex- 
terus, — Vir perfrite frontis — Invidil 
& odio tumens.— Infamis Homunculus — 


EE—— 


(e) Vid. Mantiff. ad Deg. Whear. Method. &c. p. 14 


(f) Not. in Alfr,R. Vit. p. 152. (4g) Comment. Bri ( 


Deſcrip. Frag. fol. 6, 17, 19, &c. q 
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Os Impudens. Nor ought any thing of 
this to be attributed to an over-boyling 
of honeſt Humphrey's Welſh Blood,if the 
other Matters he's accus'd on be true. 
He is ſaid to have (b) borrow'd Books 
out of the publick Library at Oxford, 
without taking any Care to reſtore 
them : Upon which the Univerſity (as 
they had good reaſon) declin'd lending 
any more, till forcd to it by a Man» 
date which he made a ſhift to procurs 
from the King. In other places he like- 
wiſe pillag'd the (7) Libraries at his 
pleaſure; and, at laſt, ſent over a (4) 
whole Ship-load of Manuſcripts to Rome. 
And yet whea this Publican himſelf left 

land (when there was no further oc- 
caſion for his Colleting the Papal Re- 
venues) King Edward the Sixth is faid 
to have diſmiſsd him with feveral 
handſome Preſents : Which we are not 
to look upon as a Reward, as a certain 
(7) late Writer expreſles it ; but rather 
ro conſider, that the young King being 
about to take his final [ave of the Pope, 
and all that belong'd to him, reſolv'd 


þ) Hiſt. Oxon. Lib. 2.p. 50. (7) S. Taylor's Gavelk, 
P- 83, 84. (&) Th. Gale, Praf, ad Hiſt, Angl. Tom. L 
U) Ant, Harmer, p. 95+ 
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to do it as courteouſly as was polſli- 
ble. | 

JobnRa- The other Hiſtorians of his Time 

/al, &. have been much Eclips'd by the glaring 
Luſtre of this Foreigner ; inſomuch thar 
ſome of their Writings have hardly ever 
feen the Light. Fobx Raſtal, a Citizen 
and Printer in London (who marry'd Sir 
Thomas Moor's Siſter,and died A.D.15 36.) 
wrote an (m) Engiiſh Chronicle ; but I 
know no more where to find it than 
another of the ſame Age, written by 
Richard Turpin a Leiceſterſhire Gentle- 
man, and an Officer in the Garriſon at 
Calais, which I find quoted by his 
(n) Country man. T7ho. Languet (who 
di:d at London in the twenty+fourth 
vear of his Age, A.D.1545.) began an 
Abbreviation of our Chronicles, but 
brovght it -no lower than the Birth of 
our Saviour. Its third part, which chiefly 
relates to this Kingdom, was written by 
the Learned 7ho. Cowper (afterwards Bi- 
thop of Wincheſter) and by him (0) pu- 
bliſ-cd. He calls it, as juſtly he may, 
an Epitome of our Chronicles, and 'cis a _ 
Meagre -one too, far ſhort of the Per- 


(m) Ath. Oxon. vol. T. p. 38. & 7. Pits, p. 726. 
(n). Burton, Deſcript. Leic. p. 153, (0) 4to Lond. 
I 559, 
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formances of the ſame Author on other 
Subje&s. The like ſlender Abſtract bf 
our Emg/iſh Hiſtory was, about the ſame 
rime, -penn'd by George Lily (Son of 
William the FamousGrammarian)which, 
together with his ſhort Account of the 
Wars betwixt the Houſes of Tork and 
. Lancaſter , ' and his Genealogy of our 
Kings, has had ſeveral (p) Impreſſions. 
Somewhat bulkier is the Work of Ed- 
ward Hall, who was fome time Recor- 
der (if T underſtand ty (q) Author 
right) of Lovdon, where he died 4. D. 
1547. He wrote a large Account of 
the foremenrion'd Wars z which, (in a 
very flattering Epiſtle, "he dedicates to 
Henry the Eighth. If-the Reader de- 
fires ro know what fort of Cloaths 
were worn” in each King's Reign, and 
how the Faſhions alter'd, 'this is an Ht- 
ſtorian for (his purpoſe; but in other 
Matters his Taformation is - not very 
valuable. * - A great Borrower from this 
Hall was RHD.' Grafton, who (as (r) Bu- 
chant rightly obſerves) was a very 
heedleſs and unskilful Writer ; and yet 
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(p) 4to Venet. 1 $48. Francof. 1 555, Baſil, 154 7.8%, 
(@) F+- Pits, p. 735. Vid. etiam Fuller's. Worthies, 
P- 219, in London, (7) Hiſt. Scot, lib, 8, 
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he has the Honour done him to be ſomes 
times quoted by Stow and others. 


R. Holin- Of much better Note are the joynt 
ſhead. TLabours of Wil. Harriſos and Ra. Fo- 


linſhead, whoſe (ſ) Chronicle has been 
well receiv'd, and ſtill bears a good Port 
among our Books of that kind. ' Theſe 
Authors are (#) ſuppos'd to have been 
both Clergy-men ; but 'tis not certainly 
known where they ſpent the moſt of 
their days. So remarkably careful have 
they been to benefit the Publick, with- 
out the Vanity of makijng the own 
Story known to Poſterity. FHolinſhead 
frequently owns the great Aſſiſtance he 
had from Fran. Thyme , ſometime (in 
the Reign of Queen E/izabeth) Lanca- 
fter-Herald, and an emigent Antiquary. 
He has been ſeverely treated by (s) Sir 
Thoras Craig, for ſomgnſolencies which 
that Learned Gentleman ſupposd him 
guilty of, jn Relation to the Kingdom 
of Scotland: Whereas (in Truth) that 
part of the Book no farther concern'd 
poor Mr. Holinſhead, than as the whole 
was ſheltered under his Name. Jn the 
ſecond Edition the Hiſtory was conti- 
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"O Fol. Lond. 1577, 1587, &c. -(t) Ath. Oxon, 
yol. I. p. 189. & 270, (#) Scotland's Soyer.8vo Lond. 
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nu'd(to the year 1586.) by Flooker, 
alias Yowe/, of whom we ſhall have oc- 
caſion to make ſome further mention 
hereafter. 


1601, Induſtrious Fobr Stow leads the Cent. 17 
Van in the preſent Century , which is F. Stow. 


now brought near its Concluſion : And 
he well deſerves to be remember'd with 
Honour. He was a Member of the 
Merchant-Taylors Company in Loxdox, 
and (as has been already obſerv'd) a 
ſpecial BenefaQor to that City, in eq» 
quiring after and preſerving its Anti- 
quities and Records. He travell'd (on 
(w) foot) through a. good part of Zx- 
land, in fearch after the Manuſcript 
iſtorians in the Libraries of our Ca- 
thedral Charches, and was very exaQ 
and Critical in his Colle&ions. Having 
ſpent above Folly Years in theſe Studies, 
he was put upon the Corre&ion and 
Pabliſhing of Reyne Wolf's Chronicle by 
Archbiſhop Whzegift ; and he had fairly 
tranſcrib'd his Work, and made it ready 
for the Preſs, when he died A. D. 1605. 
He always proteſted (and we may take 
his honeſt word for 1t) that he never 
Tas {way'd by Favour or Fear in any of 
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his Waitogs 3. bu that. he had impare 
ao by i beſt of, his Knowledge de. 


mak ul F Bf, 
kyer'd che, Try;b. This good Opinion 
the greateſt of our later Hiſtorians ſeem 
to.hayer of bim,. figce:cyen Sir Francis 
San apd Mr. Camdey {nor t9 mention 
others of « leſs Repyte). bave boldly ta- 
ken ſevera] things upon his fingle Cree 
dit, apd (fomeumes) withaut being {o 
Jaft.a5 to.owa their, Beneiactor. . Upan 
his, Death, the Reviſing and Contigua- 
tion. of bis Book was committed to. Ed. 
Hawes,” who ſays he ,b<Cftow'd thirty 
Years 40 bringing it-igto that good Or- 
cer and Method , ig which we (x) now 
ſe it.,., He is very Unfortunate, it:(after 
lo great Pains) he be juſtly liable to.the 

narp Sentence. that. ( y,) one a3s pals'd 
upon him; That hs's as far ſhort of Mr. 
Stew. Goodueh, 45,04 Age 15 of the In- 
regrity 'qud Charity of thoſe that went be- 
fore zt,. | am abuuglantly (nfible. of the 
Degencracy of our, Age; and how Car- 
rupt our Morals arc, beyond: the Pre- 
' cedepts. of former Tunes : But how.ap- 
plicakle this grave .Camparilon may be 
to Mr. Howes, T know not ; He does 
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(x) Fol. Lond. 1631, (y) Tho. Fuller's Worthies, 
Þ- 220, 221. 10 LQndins 
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indeed oy {ome great things of Ki 
James and King Charles ; and if rh 
a Fault in. him, 'tus tranſgrefling with a 
Multitude. Not long after Mr. Stow, 
died R. White (Yitus he calls himſelf) 
Canon of Doway, who left nine (z) Books 
of our E»ghſb, or rather Britiſh, Hiſto- 
ry, in a pretty elegant Latin.Style: His 
buſigeſs .is to aſſert the Rights of the 
Papacy in this Kingdom; and there» 
fare,having ſetled Religion by Augs/tine 
the Monk and. other Emiſlaries, he cads 
his Story A.. D. 300. 

Our next Hiſtorian of Eminence was $ Daniel 
Sam. Daniel, ſome time Groom of the 
Privy-Chamber to Queen Awve. He 
was a Perſon of great Wit, a notable 
Poet, and of an Aﬀable and Winning 
Converſation. "His firſt and ſecond Part 
of the Hiſtory land fell no lower 
than the end--0f Edward the Third's 
Reign; but wss penn'd in fo accurate 
and copious a Style,that it took mighti- 
ly, and was read with fo-much Ap- 
plauſe, that it quickly had ſeveral (a) 
Impreſſions. It was afterwards enlarg'd, 
; and (6) contiaud to the end of King 
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Richard the Third's Reign, by Jobs Truſ- 
fel Alderman of Winchefter, who has not 
had the Luck to have either his Lan- 
guage, Matter or Method, ſo well ap- 
prov'd, as thoſe of Mr. Daniel. About 
the ſame time Wil. Marty» (Recorder 
of Exeter) wrote his (c) Hiſtory and 
Lives of the Kings of England, from 
Wikliam 'the Conqueror to Hexry the 
Eighth. This came recommended to 
the World by the Author's own Sons : 
But-T cannot learn that any other Fa- 
mily in the Nation could ever diſcover 
ſo much Worth and Beauty in the Book, 
as they: pretended to fee init. Upon a 
(4) ſecond Edition, it was enlarg'd (by 
R. B. Maſter of Arts) with the Reigns of 
Edward the Sixth, Queen Mary and 
Queen Elizabeth. "X 

Fohn Speed (who digidv London A.D. 
1619.) muſt be acknowledg'd to have 
had a Head the beſt diſpos'd towards 
Hiſtory - of any ot our Writers; and 
would certainly have out-done himſelf, 
as far as he has gone beyond the reſt of 
his Profeffion, it the Advantages of his 
Education had been anſiwerable to thoſe 
of his Natural Genius. But what could 
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(c) Fol. Lond. 1616, (&) Fol. Lond. 1538. 
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be expeRted from a (e) Taylor> How- 
ever, we may boldly fay that his Chro- 
nicle is the largeſt and beſt we have 
hitherto Extant : It begins with the firſt 
Inhabitants of the Iſland, and ends with 
the Union of the Kingdoms under King 
Fames, to whom it is Dedicated. Tho' 
ſome (f) ſay he ſpent twice ſeven years 
in compiling the whole, he himſelf owns 
he made more haſte than he ought to 
have done; and that he was forced to 
truſt a deal of his Work in the hands of 
his Friends and Journey-men. And the 
Truth of this honeſt Acknowledgment 
and Confeſſion is obvious enough to a 
diſcerning Reader ; who will eafily find 
a mighty Difference in the Style,as well 
as Matter,of ſeveral of the Reigns. Thoſe 
of King Fohs and Hevry the Second, were 
written by D# Barchaw (g), Dean of 
Bocking, a curious Antiquary, who has 
done anſwerably to the good Opi- 
nion which Men of Learning had of him. 
Several Remarkables in that of Henry the 
Fifth were Colleed by (bh) George (Ca- 
rew) Earl of Totwes ; as was his Catal 

of the Monaſteries by (3) Wil.Burton, 6c. 


(e) So Fuller in his Worthies, 181. (f) Deg#her, 


Method.p.146. (g) Ath.Oxon.vol.IL.p.s, o (b)1d.vol.l. 
P: 452+ (i) Sir To 
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Sir Rich. . Sir f#chard Bgker (who died in the 
Baker. 


Fleet, A. D, 1644.) was a Perſon of 
thoſe Accompliſhments in Wit and Lan- 
gilage, that his Chronicle has been the 
beſt Read and Liked, ' of any hithertb 
publifh'd ; which laoks as it almoſt 
every Body in the Kingdom, as well as 
himſelf, behev'd it to be Colledted with 
ſo great Care and Diligence, that, if all 
other of our Chronicles mere loſt, this only 
would. be ſufficient to inform  Poſterity 
all. Paſſages Memorable or Wortby td 
knows.” His Method is New, and ſeems 
to pleaſe the Rabble : But Learned Men 
will be-of another Qpinion ; for 'tis the 
ſame-with | that of  Sueronius , which. is 
juilly -complain'd of by (4) Mr. Dodwe/. 
In.che (7) firſt and ſecond Editzons we 
had i8g- mos”. than the: Author's 
owa: Work ,. containinFthe Hiſtory of 
our Kings from the Roman Government 
down, to: the end (bf -King  Fames:the 
Fult's Reign: But afterwards it was 
(+##}+eaAtiou'd :to the Reftoration- of 
Cherles.the Second; by, Edward Philips; 
who.| (having the pervſai of foine vf the 
Duke: of-(v} Alemorle's Papers): might 
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(+) Pralett, Camden, p;4%. (4) FolLand: 1541, 
& 16 $3+.. (7) Fob Lond.a560, 1671, (n) AthOxa 
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have ſer that great Revolution nits true 
Light, had not Ambition and Flattery 
carry'd him beyond Fruth and his Copy. 
Soon alter theſe Additions were publiſh'd, 
the whole Book was examin'd by Tho, 
Blount a Barriſter of the Inner-Temple, 
who. (o) printed his Animadverſions 
upon it, and gave the World fuch a Spe- 
cimen of its many and groſs Errors, as 
ought to have ſhaken its Credit; And 
yet (ſo little Regard have we for Truth, 
if a Story be but handfomly told) the 
Chronicle has been Reprinted ſince that 
Time, and Sells as well as ever ; not- 
withſtanding that no notice is taken of 
the Animadverſhons, but all the old ' 
Faults remain uncorreted. Mr. Blount 
himſelf (pent fome Years in writing an 
( p ) Engliſh Chronicle, which we may 
believe would (at leaſt) want thoſe Er- 
rors which he had deſcry'd in the La- 
bours of other Men: But where'tis to be 
had. I know nct. 

There are ſome later Hiſtories,which Sir F. 
are ſo well known to all that are any C#»7c&- 
thing Curious in theſe Matters, that *% *© 
I need: do little more. than- mention 
them. Such are; r. Sir Winſton Charchif's 
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(q) Divi Britannici, which gives the 
Reader a diverting View of the Arms 
and Exploits of our Kings, down to the 
Reſtoration in 1660. 2. Fr. Sandford's 
(r) Genealogical Hiſtory of the Kings of 
England and Monarchs of Great Britain, 
from the Norman Conquelſt to the year 
1677. with their ſeveral Effigies, Seals, 
Tombs,Arms,&c.z.Let me add Dr. Eoe/'s 
(/) Meduba Hiſtorie Anglicane,which, 
cho' only a very conciſe Epitome of our 
Hiſtory, is done with that great Judg- 
ment, that it deſerves a place among the 
beſt of our Writers on this SubjeR, 
There have been ſome Additions made 
to this Treatiſe, ſince the Doftor's death 
in 1683. which (whatever Reliſh they 
may have with ſome Readers) are not 
to be laid to his Charge. Others, we 
hear,are now engaged 1n the bold Work 
of Compiling General Hiſtories of this 
Kingdom. The moſt conſiderable of theſe 
are Sir Jobn Marſham, and James Tyrrel 
Eſq; and, if the former writes with the 
true Spirit of his Father, and the other 
with that of ( Archbiſhop Z/ſber ) his 
Grandfather,we have good caule to hope 
for great things trom them both. 


(gFoLLond.1675:FolLond.1677(/)SraLond. 1679 
There 
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There are alſo many Anonymous Hi- 44ony- 
ſtorians, whoſe Books are ſaid to remain mou Hr 
in ſeveral of our publick and private Li. forier. 


braries,which ought to be referr'd to in 
this Chapter. *Tis true, the Numbers of 
theſe might be leſſened, if they were 
view'd by proper Perſons, before their 
Titles were ſent abroad in our Cata- 
logues ; whereas we are now told of 
Forty Nameleſs Authors, who (upon 
peruſal) prove only imperfe& Copies of 
Paru, Weſtminſter, Hovedey,&c. A few, 
we are ſure, are not of this kind, but ap- 
pear to be of good value in themſelves, 
tho' of an unknown Authority. Such are 
three Manuſcripts of good Eſteem in the 
Library at Lambeth, ſometimes quoted 
by (z) Mr Wharton; a Fourth, referred 
to by («) Archbiſhop 2/ſher ; a Fifth 
and. Sixth by (w) Mr. Seldex ; a Se- 
venth now in the Poſſeſſion of, my 
worthy Friend, Mr. Thoresby of Leedes 
in Torkſhire, &c, To which we might 
add a large Scrole of thoſe that bear 
only the Names of ſuch Monaſteries as 
they were penn'd in: But theſe may 
happen to be remember'd when we 
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(t) In notis ad vol. I. Angl. Sac. p. $5, 10g, 121, 
. 9) Hiſt, Egckeſ. Brit. p. 72. (#) Tit. of Hon-p-25,83, 
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'- "come more particularly to treat' of the 


Regiſters and Records of thoſe Religious 
Houles. 


| Wu 


CHAP. VI. 


Of the Writers of Particular Lives 
of our Kings fince the Conqueſt. 


| E Hiſtorians that have been al- 
[ ready mention'd, 'in the fore- 
going Chapter-, have uſually - treated; 
moſt Copiouſly of the Reigns of thoſe 
Princes that rul'd in their own Times ; 
and are to be moſt eſpecially conſulted 
in ſuch Tranſa&ions as may be. ſup» 
pos'd to have happen'd within-the Com- 
paſs of their own View and Obſervation. 
Others have confin'd their Pens to the 
Hiſtory of this or the other particular 
Monarch ; and from them (if not ma- 
niteſtly under ſome Prejudices and 
Temptations either ro InveRife. or 
Panegyrick). we may expect the beſt 
and moſt comprehenſive Account, - as 
far as their Subje& carries them. Of 
theſe I ſhall:give the: Reader as full 


a LiſtasI can; folloying the Succel* ' 


ſion 
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fion down to the Union of the two 
ingdoms. 


RE Nom the Firſt's Conqueſt (or (a) Filiem 
Acqueſt) of this Kingdom was a Revo- #b* Con- 
lution that appear'd ſo Great and Glo. 1%: 


rious, that 'tis a Wonder tow we come 
to have ſo few Writers of his Story, 
whoſe Labours have continu'd to this 
day: For, 'tis plain, our Engliſhmen 
have been as backward in paying this 
Complement to his Memory, as they 
were inacknowledging his Title. Among 
thoſe that have done it, William of Poz- 
fiers (Piftavienfis) is the largeſt and, 
tho? a Foreigner, and under ſcem- 
iog Obligations to the King's Intereſts, 
has fo _ acquitted himſelf, as to find 

Credit with the moſt of our Hi- 
ſtorians. Archbiſhop Laxfranc (6) is 
ſaid to have written hs Life alſo; and 
he is obſerv'd to have been fo well af- 
feed towards the Exgliſh Nation (tho' 
a Lombard himſelf) and to have car- 
ry'd ſo even betwixt their New Go- 
vernour and them, that 'tis very pro- 
bable he would likewiſe approve him- 
ſelf an unbyaſsd Author. There's a 


(a) Vid. H.Spelm. Gloff. in voce Conqueſizs. (5) Bale 
(Edit. 1.) Cent. 2. cap. 28. 
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ffiort Atottycmous Hiſtory of this Reign 
publiſh'd. by Silas Taylor, in the etid of 
is © Treatiſe of Gaveh kind. He gueſſes 
the Authot wis a Monk of Battle- Abbey: 
Btt I fee no'copent Reaſon, in the Tract 
it (elf, fo prefs fach a Pefſwaſion.  *Tis 
plain the Writer liv'd ' it the days of 
Henry the Firſt, and ſo might be ſuffi- 
ciently infortn'd of the Truth of all he 
relates. There was ſome time in the 
Library of Sir Kerelm Digby, a Manu- 
fript Hiſtory of the Life and Death of 
the Conqueror, faid to have been writ- 
ten by Sir Walter Raleigh; but my 
() Informer reckons it amongſt ſome 
other Pieces, which he thinks unduly fa- 
ther'd upon I Man. But, above 
all, Sir William Temple has lately given 
us the moſt exrellent and Judicious Ac- 
count of this (e) King's Reign and Po- 
licy ; the old Laws he preſerv'd, and 
the new ones he enatted; his good Con- 
du& and Succefs in his many Wars, both 
in England and France ; ſeveral Inſtances 
of his Clemency and Wifdom,&c. Upon 
all which he makes fuch RefleQions as 
become a Stateſman , and* a Perſon fo 


— : — — —— 


(c) 4to Lond. 1553. (4) Ath.Oxon. Vol. I. p.37 
(ce) Introd, to Engl. Hiſt, 8yo Lend, 1695. 
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conyerſaot-in'the Management of pub« 
lick Afﬀairs,as that Author is known ta 
have been. 


_ - William the Second was more Unfor- ## 1 


tuoate (both ia his/Life and Death) than 
his Fatber.zand-has alſo been fo Un- 
happy,' a4 t6 haye none to attempt the 
preſerving his Memory, in; any fpecial 
Hiſtory, that Lhave yet heartl of 


Heary the biv 1k (abo'-he reign'd much Hem 1. 


longer than: his Brother, and: Founded 
ſeveral Religious Houles in this Realm) 
met with the'-like Treatment; . Unleſs 
we reekon. alter de Mapez's Book De 

agis Curialivre, to be ſomething of that 

ind ; ſeeing 2 greet many witty things, 
relating to the fliftory of this King, are 
quated out of it by (f) Mr. Camden. 
That Author -was Arch-deacon of Ox- 
fard, and e Merry Good Fellow, in the 
Reign of Ferry the Second. 


King Stephen's Memoirs were colle- Stephen. 


Red by Richard,Priqr of Hexbam; whoſe 
Rook is like to be prelerv'd as long as 
the moſt durable of our Exg/ſb Records, 
having had the Honour ta make a part 
of the noble Edition of our (g) Decew 


a_—CT 


) Remainz, p. m. 260, 262, 264- (g) Fol.Lond. 
1052, 
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Scriptores. Mr. Selden (b) quotes anos 
ther Anonymous Writer of his Life, who 
feems to be a voluminous Author. 
Henry the Second's long Conteſts , 
with the haughty Archbiſhop Becker , 
gave occafion to vaſt Numbers of Wri- 
cers to engage on both fides : So that 
we have feveral PiQtures drawn of this 


. King, who is repreſented ſometimes as 


a God, and elſewhere as a Devil, ac- 
cording as'the Author favour'd the 
Court of Eugland or Rome. Gilbert Fo- 
lioth (i), Biſhop of London (who died 
before the end of this Reign,A.D.1 187.) 
was the earlieſt Stickler for the King 
againſt the Archbiſhop,and wrote ſmart- 
ly in Defence of the Prerogative Royal, 
and againſt the Papal and Prelatical 
Uſurpations of thoſe Times. WH. Ste- 
phens (or Fitz-Stepbens, the London An- 
tiquary) is (&) faid to be another Wri 
ter of this King's Life ; but I ſuſpe the 
Truth of the: Story. Stow and others 
quote him ſometimes as writing # the 


' Reign of Henry the Second; and that's 


enough for Pits to conclude rhat he 
wrote his Life.Prior Richard of Hexham 


— —— 


(b) Tit. of Han. p. 537, $57, &c. (7) FPits,p.2519 
252+ (&) Id. p. 257, 
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is (4) brought in for another ; as is alſo 
Fobn Oxfordius (w) Bilhop of Norwich, 
This laſt was ſometime Dean of Sa/s- 
bury ; and was certainly ſent by King 
Henry to Rome, to give the Pope a true 
Account of Becker's Behaviour. But 
whether he did really draw up a Jour- 
nal of his Embaſſy, with an Apology 
for his Maſter, I cannot affuredly 1n» 
form the Reader ; tho' Hefor Boethius 
pretends to have ſeen it, and recom- 
mends it as a Treatiſe highly worth the 
Peruſal. Three of Gyraldus Cambrenſis's 
many Hiſtorical Books are likewiſe (x) 
reported to be written on this Subject : 
And Mr. Wharton (o) mentions a Ma» 
nuſcript Hiſtory of the ſame Reign by 
Benediftus. Some (p) lay that the Lite 
of this King, as we now have it in 
Speed's Chronicle, was compoſed by 
Dr. Barchaw , Archbiſhop. Baxcroft's 
Chaplain ;. and penn'd chiefly in Con- 
futation of one Bo/tox (2 Papiſt) who 
had newly enlarg'd too far in the Juſti- 
fication of Becker's Inſolent Carriage to 
his Prince. Theſe are moſtly the King's 
Friends ; and ſuch as engaged on the 


(1) 1d. p. 259. (m) 1d. p. 265. | n) Id. p. 281, 
(0) Angl.Sacr.vol. I. p. 16g. (p) Rink Antic Oxon 
PU, Ih p. 241, © * 
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bebalf of out Emg/i/h Monareby. What 
Sib 46/b6 $119, 7 on the other hand, for 
good Saint Thomas,muſt be learn'd from 
thoſe that have recorded" the Attions; 
N__ and Miracſts, of that worthy 
Roman Samt and Marty? +: An Account 
whereof ſhall"be given in their proper 


) 

Richard 1, (f fret the Firſt's' Meritorious Ex- 
peditior int&'the Holy Laid, rh him 
ſo much Repute, that hesas highly ex- 
coll'd by the Monkiſh' Writers of that 
afrd che 'Foftowtin &, as his Father's 
reproadh'd* .for Fi ſeeution of their 
S Thimat' | The chief Remarkables in 
his Life ('rhat part of it eſpecially which 
was bf in the Levaut) are largely 
treated of by Rich. (r) Divifienſrs, (3. e. 

of the Deviſes in Wiltſhire} a Monk of 

Winchefter ; Walter (ſ) Conſtantienfis, 

Biſhop of _Zircoln, "who accompany'd 

him in (orne'of his Travels; 'Will: (t) 

Peregrinus, {5 /call'd"fr6i the Peregri» 

nation he '#lſo made-'in Attendance on 

this Kibg ; atid Rich.(#) Canowicus ( Aw- 
gaſtine anoti of St. Trinity in Londoy) 
another of his Retinue. 'Tof. Iſcans Cor, 


— —— 4 


— 
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(/ Y q nt yy "(5 1. »P- 266, (4) Id P26, 
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of Exeter) had the like Curioſity ; fol- 
low'd the Fortunes of his Pringe in the 
Holy War;'- and, at his Return, cele- 
brated his As ina Book —_ 

fir xo call Aztiochejdos « * 

in Heroick Verſe; and in a (w) Spe 
and Strain of Poetry,much beyond what 
one would expet to meet with in the 
Writings of that Age. Fohn Leland 
(who thought himſelt as great/a Maſter 
and Judge in Poetry as Hiſtory) lays 
of this | fas that he was (>) Poets 
—_— omnibus Numeris Elegamtifi- 

mes ;. and. calls tis Book Opps [mmor- 
rate. His wp) is alſo faid to have been 
written by (,y) Stephen ton (Arch- 
-biſhop © > AT AE Lag z) Alex- 
ander de Hales the Famous School-man. 
But. we-have not ſo particular DireQi- 
.ons. where :to Jook. for-theſe:as \for nn 


| '@).Anoaymous Manuſcript to the ſame 


, 4n the Library of Magdalene 
College in Oxford. The Learned (5) 
Dr. Gale has obliged us with one of the 
largeſt of this King's Journals, taken 
by” one Jeffrey ineſauf (or, de Vino 


Salve) whom he takes to be the ſame 


Camd. Remains, P+M, 317 «) Aſſert, Arth. 


gall?! b. « Pits; p. 304- Id.p.316, (a) Id. 
> On. Angl. Scrip. 'Q, Oxon, 5680 
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Man - with the foremention'd Walter 
Eonſtantienfis, who ſometimes (he lays) 
is alſo call'd Walter Oxonienfts. He like» 
wiſe believes that Richard of the Deviſes 
and Richard the Canon were the ſame 
Perſon: So that inſtead of having our 
Store enlarged by what he bas done for 
us + have loſt ſome of our former 
St 


K. Jobs, King Job's Untap PPy Reign was not 


Subje& ſo: taking as that of his Bro- 
ther and therefore has not been en- 
quired "into ty ſo many -Curious Ay- 
thors. Jobn de Forda or Fordebam (who 
is ignorantly confounded with-Jobn For- 
don the Scottiſh Hiſtorian, by (c) Fobn 
Pits) was the firſt that attempted it ; 
and, this King! - __ had 
Opport cties' enough owing -the 
Truth, af he ws CA of wh un- 
byaſs'd Honeſty as to reveal it. Gyraldus 
Cambresfis, living allo at the ſame time, 
is (4) aid to have likewiſe penn'd his 
Story ; and we may believe it will di- 
cover that .warmneſs of Temper which 
runs through all that Author's Wri- 
tings Some of the Learned Meg'of 


3.7 7. Pits, P. 277. Vid, Srgh Ov Bri page 


Pits, p38 I, 


the 
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( as _ oa £ 
the preſent vet the Ex- 
chant Forks of this Prince worth 
; and _ qr 

beſtow'd Pains in ing and 
_ moſt Notable Tranfſ- 


Met 
ations of hiyReign. Of theſe, Dr. Bar- | 
cham's Hiſtory is (as we have already 
obſerv'd) publifh'd in Speeds Chronicle ; 

and is ſo well done, that an Induſtrious 


(e) Antiquary gives this Character of 
it, That zt ſhews more Reading and Judg- 
ment than any Life befides in that Fi 
fory. And another (f) witty Author 


lays, 'Tis the King of all the Reigns mY 


that Book, for . profound P 

Voluminous f Wil. Prynne | UG 
carefully and largely inform'd us of _ 
publick Qccurreaces of this Rei 

well as the two next following, 1n - 
der to the Aſſerting and Vindicating of 
the ancient. Sovereignty of our Engliſh 
Monarchs , all Foreign ln- 
croachments and Innovations what- 
ever. 


Henry the Third's long Reign might Hem 11 


fem to afford Matter enough to em- 
ploy one Man's Pen ; and yet (till the 


| ) Auk 2 Ma. Ath. On aa P- 10. 
MON re rr nn WA 
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Diſturbances given -him},.- in the latter 
end of his time, by &, Morfort ani the 
other Barons) ſo few: memorable things 
happen'd in ſo many years, that it has 
not hitherto been very nicely enquir'd 
inte. In 4 late Edition &f the learned 
(hb) Sir Robert Cotton's Remams, the Ta- 
ble of the feveral Diſcourſes reckons the 
haſt of che Srrteen The Life and Reign of 
Henry the' Third, compil'd in a Critical 
way - But the Reader, *to'his great Diſ- 
appointment , will - meet with no ſuch 
thing in the Book: Perhaps it is ta'be 
had ra'a former Edition of that Treatife, 
as publiſhed by James F/owel. 

Edward the Firft-was a brave and Vis 
Qorious Prince, and his Atchievements 
in Scotland delerv'd to be Recorded by 
fome- Perſon of Abilittes ſuitable to fo 
Nable an Undertaking. To this pur- 
pole he carry'd Robert Baſton, G) Prior 
of Scarborough, with him 1nto thatKing- 
dom, to deſcribe his Battels, and (par- 
ticularly) the Famous Siege of Szerling. 
This was done -1n -pretty Elegant He- 
roicks : But the Author, being the newt 
year unfortunately takett Priſoner 'by 

 (b) 8vo Lond. 1679. (1) Bale (Edit. 1. 
Fol 2 Pits, 'P. 0 the Story Sekai 


by An. od. Hiſt, Oxon. par. Lp. 101, 
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the Scots, was (by the over-poweri 
Commands and Severitics of R. Brace 
oblig'd to recant all; and to extol the 
Scorch Nation es highly as he had lately 
magnify'd rhe Englifh. Wil. Riſhanger 
(who was Hiſtoriographer-Royal during 
this : King's whole Reign) compos'd a 
Treatiſe of the Annals of Edward 
theFirſt ; whereof, | prefume,three other 
Trads of the fame Man's Writing (en- 
titul'd by (#) F. Pits and others, De 
Jounne Bailevlo Rege ; Eleftione 
Regis Scotorum ; and De Fure Regis An- 
lorins ad Scotiam) are only fo many fe- 
eral Parts. x 


Edward the Second's Misfortunes are Edward 11, 


very honeſtly, without either Flattery 
or Contempt, written by Srephes Eiton 
or Pdev, a (1) Canon Regular of Warter 
in Torkſhire , ſometime about the Year 
1320, His Life was more accurately 
ped in French 'by Sir Thomas de /a 
More, who was Knighted by (») Ed- 
ward the Firſt, was Counſellor to Ed.- 
ward the Second, and liv'd to the be. 
girming of Edward the Third's more 
proſperous Reign. Tt was firſt Tran. 


Pit ur Se rms bd ay peri, Sn 
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flated into Latin by (») Walter Baker, 
or Swinburn, Canon of Ofaey near Ox- 
ford; and has been frequently publiſh'd 
in Exg/iſh by our general Chroniclers. 
In our Age, Sir Henry Carey (Lord Vif 
count Faulkland) wrote the (o) Hiſtory 
of this unfortunate Prince ; with choice 
Political Obſervations on him and his 
unhappy Favourites, Gaveſfon and Spen- 
cer. There was alſo an Hiſtorical Poem 
written about the ſame: time (tho' it 
appear'd abroad much (p ſaoner) on 
the fame ſubjet, whole Author was 
Rich. Hobert, a younger Brother to Sir 
Henry, who himſelf made ſome addi- 
tional Obſervations that.are (q) of good 
Tſe and Ornament to it. 

Edward. the Third reign'd long and 
proſperauſly ; and yet'I cannot aſſured- 
ly inform the Reader of one Writer who 
has ſingly treated on thoſe Glories and 
Succeſles that atteaded him. P. doubt 
whether Walter Flemming ford's Chro- 
nicle of this King be as certainly Extant 
as that larger Hiſtory of his which has 
(in part) been publiſh'd by Dr. Gale ; 
For, tho'.(r) Bale and Pits aſſert it, 


n) Stow's Chron. p. 217. (s) 8vo Lond. 1680, 
n bt Lond. 1629. "7 ok Gron, 
(7) Bale, Cent. 5. Cap. 71. Pits, P« 456+ 
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(/) Leland mentions no ſuch thing, 
It it be, *ris not likely that it can eſcape 
the diligent and curious Enquiry of the 
foremeation'd worthy Perſon ; who has 
encourag'd us to hope for his ſending 
abroad a great many more of our old 
Manuſcript Hiſtorians. The like Scru» 
ples'I have upon me as to ſome other 
Res Geſte of this King, which are faid 
to have been written by Robert Bale, 
ſometime Recorder of London. And yet, 
Fobn Pits (t) avers, that, in his time, 
ſuch a Treatiſe was kept = a choice 
Rarity) by the Cirizens of London, in 
their publick Library ; together with 
ſome Hiſtorical Pieces of the fame Au- 
thor's Penning, which more immedi- 
ately related to that City. The vifto- 
rious Atchievements of the Black Prince, 
falling all withia the Compaſs of his 
Father's Reign, make up a good Share 
of its Story : And theſe were colleted, 
and (« ſeparately treated on in Frexch, 
by Wril. Packington, who was Secretary 
and Treaſurer to that Hero, and con- 
ſtantly attended him in the Wars. The 
Emliſh Hiſtorian will obſerve, that in 


——_—_—©l. 
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(/) De Viris Illuſtr, MS, (#) Page 654+ (a) F. Pit, 
P- $39. 
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this and many of the following Reigns, 
this Kingdom was ſo conſlantly engaged 
againſt the United Palicies and Forces 
bath of Fraxce and Seor/and, that 'twill 
be convenient for him to conſult the 
Accqunts given by the Writers of thofe 
Nations, as-well as our own; eſpeci- 
ally, fince the Teſtimony of an Enemy 
(if to the Advantage and Honour of our 
Country ) is of double value with that of 


2 Friend. 


Richard the Second's good Succeſs in 
Treland, was fo far out-balanc'd by the 
other (more unlucky) Adventures of 
his Reign, that I have not heard of any 
who have-thought it worth their while 
to write his Lite ; except only a poor 
Knight of Jahn Pits's Creation. That 
Author (w) ſays, That one Sir Fohn 
Gower (a Torkſhire Knight, and Cotem- 
porary with the Famous Chaucer) died 
in the Year 1402, leaving behind him 
a deal of Monuments of his Learning, 
and (amongſt the reſt) a Latin Chro- 
niclc of King Richard the Second. There 
was indeed one Mr. John Gower, a noted 
Poet, who liv'd about the time he men- 
tions. This witty Perſon took the Li- 
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, that has always been allow'd to 
Me? of his Proteflion, to. make. Free 
with his Prince; and Mr. (x) Stow 
(or, his Continuer, Howes) has doge 
him the Honour to Tranſlate the Elegy 
he made on this King's untimely Death, 
which (it may be) contains the whole 
Chronicle, There's an Ingenious Trea- 
tile lately written and publiſhed by 
(»y) Sir Robert Howard, which (in the 
Tile-page) is ſaid to be the Hiſtory of 
the Reigns of Edward and Richard the 
Secoxd ; But the Author himſelf ſeems 
to have more rightly named it Refle- 
Hions upon ſome lelett Paſlages in-them. 
His Deſign is to give a Proſpe@ of the 
Hazard and Madneſs of a Prince's fol- 
lowing the Miſgniding Meteor of Arbi- 
trary Power : And, by comparing the 
Miladventures of thele two unhappy 
Kings, with the Triumphs of their 
Proiperous Predeceſlors, to ſhew what 
(z) Glory and Safety Wiſe and Vertuous 
Princes have obtaind, and what Ruin 
the Cruelty and Folly of athers have 
brought upon Themſelves and Subjetts. 
This he has done in a Well-penn'd Po- 


————_— Lee mad 


(x) Stow's Chron, p.325- (3) 8yo Lond. 1690. 
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litical Efay, which will very much 
advantages our Engliſh Hiſtorian, in 

iving him a Right Notion of many 
otherwiſe) dark Occurrences in thoſe 
Reigns. 

Henry the Fourth's ſurprizing and 
pompous Acceffion to the Throne, was 
a more proper Subje&t for a Poet to 
Deſcant upon, than the Melancholiclt 
Reign of his Predeceſfor : And there- 
fore we may the more readily believe 
(what the ſame Author tells us) that 
the foremention'd Northern Bard wrote 
his Panegyrick. Pits alſo (a) lays, 
that Rob. Maſcal!, Biſhop of Hereford, 
was employ'd in feveral Embaſſies du- 
ring the Reigns of this King and his 
Succeſſor ; and that (dying at Ladlow, 
in the Year 1417.) he left, among 
other things, a Treatiſe De ſuis Lega- 
tionibus. Sir Fobu Hayward, King Fames 
the Firſt's Hiſtoriographer at Chelſey, 
wrote Henry the Fourth's Life among 
others ; and had the Repute (in thofe 
days) of a good clean Pen and ſmooth 
Style, tho? ſome have ſince blamed him 
for being a little too (b) Dramatical. 


—o__— — 
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Henry 


( 217 ) 


Henry the Fifth was a moſt Heroick' Henry V. 


Prince; and his ſingle Victory av 4gen- 
court might have afforded Matter fer 
more- Volumes than (as far as I'can. yet 
learn) have been writtert on- his whole 
Reign. *Tis ſaid that his Exploits were 
carefully Recorded by Peter (c) Baſſet, 
who was of his Bed-chamber, and an 
Attendant on him 1n all his Triwumphs : 
But- what the ſame (4d) Perſon writes 
of another (Anony mous) Author who 
tranſlated Livy's Hiſtory into Engliſh 
and- alſo wrore the Lite: of Zenry the 
Fifth, is ſuch Stuff as is'common- with! 
him: The Trath is, His Life was writ- 
reh at large by one who call'd himſelf 
Titus' Livius;' who, by that name, de- 
dicated it'to King Z/exry the Sixth, and 
is fit quoted by Stow and others. We 
have, to this day, two good Copies of 
his Work; one in Sir John Cotton's Li- 
braty, the other 17 that of Bennet Col- 
kge. Our of theſe, carefully collated, 
+ third was prepared tor the Preſs by 
the'(e) worthy Publiſhers of the Decem 
Serzptores; Which (with ſeveral other 
Hiſtorical Treatiſes, fome whereof have 
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, () F. Pits, p:616, (d) 1d. p. 824. (es) See Wh. 
's Kennet's Life of Somn, p.6 5, 66. 
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been printed) was afterwards purchas'd 
by that Indefatigable Promoter of all 
forts of Learging, the late Pious Biſhop 
Fel. This Treatifc is abundantly quoted 
by our General Chroniclers: But no 
piece of Hiſtory reliſhes ſo well at the 
ſecond hand, as it does when we have 
it from its firſt Author. It were there- 
ſore to be wiſh'd, that the good Pre. 
late's Executors would do Him and 
Themſelves (as well as the Publick) 6 
much Right as to Print it; together 
with the like valuable Manuſcripts which 
have thus fallen into their hands. What 
was done by Sir George Carew (Earl of 
Totneſs) has been already obſerv'd to 
be remitted into F.Speed's Chronicle ; 
where the Reader will meet with ſome 
Remarks becoming a Stateſman, a Ge» 
neral and a Scholar. 

Henry the Sixth was as Good as his 
Father was Great ; being as Converſant 
in the Holy Scriptures, and Books ef 
Devotion, as the other was in Arms and 
Feats of Chivalry: And yet I do not 
find that all his firi&t Piety gain'd fo 
far upon the Monks of his Time, as 
that there was any great ſtruggling 
among them, who thould moſt etteu- 


ally recommend him to Poſterity. Arch- } 


biſhop 
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biſhop (f) ©ſter tells us of one Fohy 
Blackman, a Carthufian, who was par- 
ticularly inrimate with him, and has 
left a Colle&ion of the many good 
things he had taken notice of, in the 
moſt Secret Paſſages of his Life. 7hs, 
Walkngham (who allo liv'd in his Time) 
rook a Journal of his Reign 5 out of 
which is compoſed that which ſome 
have entitul'd his (g) Aa Regis Henrict 
Sexti, Had the Pope favour'd the At- 
tempt Which was afterwards made at 
che Enſhrining or Sainting of this King, 
tis very likely that his Legend would 
have out-grown his Hiſtory, and have 
been penn'd by more Writers than his 
Life: Since the Roman Saints are com- 
monly moſt Active after their Deceaſe, 
and the Wonders of their Relicks are 
viſually much greater than thoſe of their 
Perſons, 


Edward the Fourth can hardly be faid z4a.1V. 


to have enjoy'd fo much Quiet, during 
the Twenty Years of his ſuppos'd 
Reign, as to have ſetled the Houſe of 
Tork in the Throne : So that even the 
Favourers of Juſtice, and his Cauſe, 


— 


| Cf) De Script, & Sacr. Vernac. p. 171. (g) F+ Pits, 
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have not known what Account to give 
of the Times; or how to Form a Re- 
gular Hiſtory out of ſuch a vaſt Heap 
of Rubbiſh and Confuſion. Mr. Fab» 
bington has given us. as fair a Draught 
as the thing would bear: Art leaſt, he 
has Copy'd this King's PiQture as agree» 
ably as could be expetted from one 
ſtanding at ſo great a diſtance from the 
Original. | 
dward the. Fifth had the Name of 
a King for ſome few Weeks; and pur- 
chas'd the Complement at iar too high 
a Rate. His Acceſſion to the Throne, 
the Tower and the Grave (all within 
the Compaſs of little more than two 
Months) are largely and elegantly de- 
ſcribed by the Famous Sir Thomas Moor, 
Lord Chancellor of Exg/and ; who has 
ſufficiently ſhewn how a ſhort and dole- 
tul Tale may be improv'd into a com- 
plete Hiſtory, by aPerſon-of good Skill 
and Judgment. This Treatife has met 
with ſuch a general Acceptance, as that 
it not only fiads Admiſſion (by whole- 
ſale) into all our late Chronicles; but 
has alſo been (b) ſeparately printed , 
without, any other Alteration than a 


— ld C———_—— —c 


(mall 


(b) 8yg Lond. 1651, 
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ſmalljchange of the E»gl;ſb Orthography, 
accofding to the Ulage and Mode of 
the preſent Age. The ſhort Epitome 
of thys and the three following Reigns, 
that was written (z) and publiſh'd by 
Wl. Fleetwood, Serjeant at Law, is fo 
thin a piece (and reters fo pecultarly to 
the Tranſactions in the Courts at Weſ/t- 
miſter) that it has been rather look'd 
on-as a Table or Index to the Year-books 
of thoſe Times, than any Hiſtorical 
Treatiſe. 


Richard the Third's ſhort and unfor- Ric4.IIL 


tunate Reign, had its (&) Tragical Ft- 
ſtory begun by Sir Thomas Moor, who 
did not bring it to ſuch a final Conclu- 
fien, as he had done that of his Nephew 
and Predeceſſor. Neither Bale nor Pits 
take notice of any ſuch thing : But 
Vofius ſeems to have ſeen and perus'd 
it, (7) Ot fus? (lays he) perſequitur 
quibas Sceleribus ille ad Regnum perve- 
#erit; ita quomodo id geſſerit non expo- 
nit « Ac nec eb parte quam habemus ulti- 
mam manum accepit. Preterea Elegan- 
tia Latini Sermonis ab alits ejuſce wiri 


operibus longe wincitur, Which laſt 


— _—_— 


(7) Elenchus Annalium RR. Edw. IV. &c. 129% Lond. 
1597 (&) 8yoLond. 1651. (7) De Hiſt, Lat, lib.Il1, 


Cap» 13 
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words muſt refer to Sir Tbomas's Lifp 
of this King; and not to that of E4- 
ward, which indeed might ſeem; to be 
an Introduction tro this, and would an- 
ſwer all the former part of Yoyſius's 
Story ; But King Edward's was only 
written in Engliſh; whereas Richard's 
was in both Languages, and (as appears 
from (w) Stow's account) was more cq- 
piouſly treated on in Latix. Great Ad- 
ditions have been ſince made by a 
more Candid (#) Compoſer of his An- 
nals ; who endeavours to repreſent him 
as a Prince of much better Shapes (both 
of Body and Mind) than he bad been 
generally eſteem'd. Various are the 
Cenfures which have paſs'd ppon this 
Work, I ſhall only trouble the Rea- 
der with that of Dr. Fufer : (o) Hh 
Memory (fays he, ſpeaking of King Ri- 
chard) has met with a Madern Pen, who 
bas not only purg d but prau'd it to the 
beighth ; and pity it w that ſo able an Ad- 
wocate had not a more meriting Perſon to 
by Client. | | 


_—Q_ 


(m) Stow's Chron. p. 458. (n) G. Buck's Hiſt. 
of Rich. III. Fol. Lond. (s) Worthics, p. 282, in 
Northamptonſſ. 


Hear) | 


: SS = Aa m*© «2 A a cm jk « x td A wc ka ws + md, $ $$ Hs wn A as 


A tr dd © 


( 223 ) 


Henry the Seventh, having moſt for- HwmoV 1. 


tunately and wilely united the Houſes 
of Tork and Lancaſter, continu'd his 
Reign as proſperouſly as it began ; and 
is juſtly eſteem'd one of the moſt Poli- 
tick Princes that ever ſat on rhe Engliſh 
Throne. It appears Sir Thomas Moor 
had once ſome (p) faint Thoughts of 
writing this King's Life, whilſt he was 
in hand with thoſe of his immediate 
Predeceffors : But I know not whether 
he ever liv'd, of not, to digeſt them. 
Sir James Ware has Induſtrioufly Col- 
Ieted and (q) Publiſhed ſuch Occur- 
rences of this Reign, as relate to the 
Afﬀairs of Irelayd: And a Poetical Hi- 
ſtory of the whole has been (7 printed 
by Ch. Aleys. But this good Work was 
the moſt effetually undertaken and 
compleated by the Incomparable (/) Sir 
Francis Bacon, who has bravely ſar- 
mounted all thoſe Difficulties, and paſs'd 
over thoſe Rocks and Shallows, againſt 
which be took ſuch Pains ro (z) cau- 
tion other leſs experienc'd Hiſtorians. 


——_— 


(p) Stow's Chron. p- 459 col. 1. (49) In Append. 
ad Diſquifit, de Hibernia, 8vo Lond. 1558. (7) 8vq 
Lond. 1638. (/ſ) Fol. Lond. 1676. & apud 705. 
Speed in Chron, (#t) De Augment, Scicat. lib. 2, 
FaP» 5s 
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He has perfetly put himſelf into King 
Henry's own Garb and. Livery , giving 
as ſpritely a View-,of the'Secrets of his 
Council, as it himfelf had been Preſj- 
dent in it, No trivial Paſſages, ſuch 
as are below the Notice of a Stateſman; 
are mix'd'with his Sage Remarks+-Nor 
is any- thing of Weight or Moment 
ſflubber'd over with that careleſs: Haſt 
and Indifferency whych; 1s t00- comman 
11 other; Writers;:;: No Allowances are 
given to:the . Author's own ConjeQure 
or Invention ; where alittle Pains and 
Conſideration will ferve ta. ſet-the Mat- 
ter in-its proper and true: Light, -No 
Impertinent Digreſſions,* nor fancifu] 
Comments, diſtra&t his Readers: | But 
the whole 1s written-1n-\uch a Graveand 
Uniform Style, as becomes both the Sub 
jet and _the Artificer. 


zen, vIL, - © Zenry :the Eighth was. a Prince-of 


great: Vertues and : Accompliſhments , 
and; -26 great. Vices ::: S0-that the plea» 
ſing Verieties that were in-his Life and 
Reign, might have -temptet! many more 
Writers, than we know o!, .to engage 
in the- Compoſure of; ſo-:entertaining 
an Hiſtory, ZdmyngCampran 'wrote 
a Narrative of the rot remarkable 
Paſſages relating to his Divorce "6f 
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Queen: Aadbariye\, which is printed 


at,the .end of --Nich. (4a) Hlarpesfeild's 
Church-Hiſtory , and is written with 
the true Spirit and Heart (as well as 
Eloguence): of a Jeſuit. . Fras. Godwin 
(Biſhop, of Lardaff, who will be re- 
member'd at large amongſt our Eccle- 
fiaſtical Hiſtorians) compulid alſo the 
(w) Annals of this and the two follows 
ing Reigns: Whereof (x) one of our 
Criticks gives th:s juſt Character, That 
his Book is -penn'd, Non magis. ſaccint#4 
quam laudabili brevitate. The Author 
was a perie&t Maſter of the Latin 
Tongue, and wrote in that Language : 
But his . Anvals were tranſlated inty 
Engliſb (and ſo:have been frequently 
pablith'd) by: bis Son Morgan Godwie 
LL. D. Sir: Robert Cotton had drawn 
together ſorhe- Notes and ColſeQtions 
as Materials: for: a future Hiſtory of 
this King's. Reiga\:+.But theſe fell unfi- 
niſh'd into the hands of Fobn Speeds 
who has taken Care to preſerve them, 
as| orderly as'the could , in his Chro- 
nidle. 1 ſuppole that which was writ- 
ten in Greek Verſe by George Etherjdge, 
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*(v) Fol Duaci, '1G22/ (w) 4ta & Fol. Lond, 1616, 
1628, &c, (4) Deg. Wherr, Method, p.142- 


{ome- 
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ſometime Regins Profeſſor of that -Lan- 
guage in Oxford (and by him ('y) pre- 
ſented to Queen Elizabeth) was in- 
tended only tor the Ule of Her Majeſty 
and its Author; and, for that reaſon, 
has ever continu'd in Manuſcript, & 
ſub Nofibus Attics. Above all, Ed- 
ward Lord Herbert of Cherbury may be 
truly ſaid to have written the Life and 
Reign of King Henry the Eighth ; ha- 
viog acquitted himſelf. with the like 
Reputation as the-Lord Chancellor Ba- 
con gain'd by that of Ferry the Seventh, 
For, in. the Politick and Martial Part 
this Honourable Author has been ad- 
mirably Particular and Exa&t, from 
the beſt Records that were Extant : 
Tho', as to the Eccleſiaſtical, he ſeems 
to have look'd upon it as a Thing ont 
of his Pcovince, and an Undertaking 
more proper for Men of another Pro- 
feſſion. The Oxford Antiquary (2) 
tells us, That he had ſeen four thick 
Volumes (in Folio) of Colle&ions,which 
this Lord has furniſh'd himſelf withal ; 
as Materials neceſlary for the firm ere. 
Qing of ſo noble a Strufture. Out 


_ —__ 


(5) Vid. Hiſt. & Antiq. Oxon. Lib. I. p. 28g, & 
Lib, II. p. 235. (x) Athen, Oxon. Vol. Iþ. p. 19. 
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of theſe, and other Helps, he (at laſt 
finiſh'd his excellent Hiſtory ; the Ort- 
ginal Manuſcript whereof he was pleas'd 
10 beſtow on the Univerſity of Oxford, 
in whoſe: Archives it ſtill remains, It 
has been frequently Printed, and the 
ſeveral Impreſſions as greedily bought 
vp: Bur the (a) laſt Edition is indeed 
(what is always Preteoded) the Beſt and 
moſt Correct. 


Edward the Sixth. The moſt Con» Edw.VL 


ſiderable Tranſa&tions of this Reign, 
are (it may be) as well Regiſter'd by 
the Young King himſelf, as any other 
Hiſtorian, in the Diary written with 
his own hand, and till preſerv'd in 
Sir John Cottoxn's Famous Library ; from 
whence our Learned Biſhop Burnet 
tranſcrib'd and (2) publiſh'd it. There 
was a Notable Diſcourſe, touching the 
State of the Times in this King's Reign, 
written by (a Perſon admirably well 
Skilfd in the Antiquities and Laws of 
England) Dr. Gerard Langbaine, Pro- 
volt of Queex's College in Oxford ; 
which he publiſh'd, by way of Preface, 
to Sir Joby (c) Cheek's True Subje to 


() Fol. Lond. 1682. (6) In Append» ad Vol. IL 
Hiſt, Reform. (c) 4to Oxon. 1641, 
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the \Rebet. As for Sir Fohn Hayward, 
He is 'the ſame Man in his (d) Life 
of Edward the Sixth, that we have 
already obſerv'd him to be in that of 
#enry the Fourth : Only, his Style is 
here — mw _ and Pun- 

t; eſpecially when he comes to 
vb Characters 'of the-Nobility, Mini- 

sof Stare, 'Gc. where an Intelligent 
Hiſtorian ought no more to be Clowaiſh, 
than' he needs turn Courtier when he 
Converfes with Plowmen. 


Q.Mary. |Queeh" Mary's Reign had Blemiſhes 


Q. Eli- 


zabeth. 


init, which: have difcourag'd fome fort 
of Writers from attempting its Story ; 
tho! I cannot but wonder that others 
have :not- thought themfelves oblig'd 
to. 'endegvour- to Repreſent it as Ad- 
vantageouſly to Poſterity as Art can 
doit; 

Quieen Blzzabeth, ina'long and Pro- 
ſperotis Reign, gave the World very 
ample Proots of her Sex's 'being Capa- 
ble of 'Goverament, ant! -the moſt gal- 
iznt Atrchjevements. Her blaſting the 
longing Hopes of Spain after an Uni- 
verlal Monarchy in Temporals, and 
putting-a-final Period-to -that -of Rowe 
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in Spirituals, together with her Per- 
ſonal Endowments, were ſuch Extra- 
ordinary Glories as tempted a great 
many Artiſts to. try how fairly chey 
were able to take the Features of ſuch 
an Original in all Points of Soveraignty. 
Her Eſtabliſhment of the Reformation, 
and Executing the Laws upon ſome 
few Turbulent Perſons of the Romiſp 
Communion, whetted the Style of that 
Party againſt her ; and (particularly) 
provok'd Tho. Bourchier, a Franciſcan 
Doctor of the Sorbon, to write a Hi- 
ſtory of the (e) Martyrdom ( as he 
terms it) of the Men. of his Order. 
The Life and (f) Martyrdom of Mary 
Queen of Scots, was alſo written by 
Rob. Turner, ſometime Scholar to Ed. 
Campian, who was afterwards Doctor 
of Divinity at Rome, and Secretary to 
Ferdinand Arch-duke of Auſtria, Some 
of her better Subjets have furniſh'd 
us- with more agreeable Accounts of 
the chief Paſſages in her Reign. Sir 
Henry Unton has drawn up- a Journal 
of his Embaſſy in Fraxce, giving a full 
Regiſter of his Commiſſion, Inſtru- 
Qtions, Expences, &c. a Manuſcript 


__—_ 


fe) 8y0 Paris, 1586, (f) 7. Pits, p- 799. 
Copy 
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Copy whereof is now in the Publick 
Library at Oxford. FHeyward Towne- 
fhend, an Eminent Member. of the 
Houſe of Commons, prelerv'd the De- 
bates in Parliament of her Hhſt four- 
teen Years; Which, long after the Au- 
thor's Death, were publiſh'd under the 
Title of (g) Hiſtorical Collefttions, &rc. 
But this, as vaſt an Undertaking as it 
ſeems to be, 15 only a part of that more 
Comprehenſive one of Sir Symonds 
d'Ewes ; whole Journal of Both Houſes, 
during her whole Reign, was ſoon 
after given us in (b) Print. Her Wars 
with Spain, the ſeveral Engagements 
of her Fleets at Sea, with their many 
Succeſsful Expeditions, Sc. have been 
well deſcribed by Sir WiJiam Monſon , 
who bore a high Command in moſt 
of them, and has ſhewn fuch a Judg- 
ment in Maritime Afairs, as well qua- 
lify'd him for ſuch Poſts of Honour, 
His Book bears the Title of (z) 4 Par- 
ticular and Exatt Account of the laſt 
Seventeen Tears of Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign, both Military and Civil: The 
former kind being the Work of Sir 


- (g) Fol. Lond, 1680. (b) Fol. Lond, 1682- (7) Fol.” 
Loud, 1632, 
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William, and the latter Mr. Townefhend's. 
Our ot all theſe, and many other good 
Helps, Mr. Camdex compes'd his moſt 
Exquiſite Hiſtory ef this Queen ; which, 
as Dr. Smith ſhews in his (&) Life, 
was undertaken by the ſpecial Dire» 
tions and Command of the great Lord 
Cecil, It has had many Editions, and 
in ſeveral Languages ; tho' 'tis pity it 
ſhould be read in any other than its 
Author's Polite Original Latzx. Dr. 
Fuller (1) obſerves, that one of its 
Engliſh Tranſlations (for it had feve- 
ral) was done out of French by Abra- 


ham Darcy; who underſtood not the. 


Latin , and has therefore committed 
many Miſtakes. Zugh Hoband (one 
of Camden's (m) Scholars at Weſtmin- 
fer, and a Papiſt) is ſaid to have writ- 
ren this Queen's Life as well as his Ma» 
ſter's: But 'tis only (if it be at all) an 
Engliſh Manu'icript, and very probably 
not worth the ſeeking. Sir Robert 
Naunton's Charafter of her Court and 
Favourites has beea lately publiſh'd with 
Sir Francis Walfingbam's (») Arcana Au- 
lica; and a ſhort Syſtem of her Policies 


| (&) Vid. Camd. Vit. Epiſt. Praf. p.57. (1) Wor- 
thics, p. 94+ in Margin. (m7) Ath. Oxon, Vol. I. p. 458. 
(n) 8vo Lond. 1694- 
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harh beerr offer'd to our preſent Sove= {| 
ratss, and the hte excellent Queen, | 
by the-Ingemous-(o) Edmund Bohun Eſq; | 
—_— of many othet Treatiſes of good! |} 

alue. | 


(0) Charatter of Queen Elizabeth, 8y0-Lond. 1693+ 


ro * 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE 


Univerſal Engliſh Dictionary, 


Fixpining the Senſe and Etymology of all Engliſh Words ; 
with Sele& Phraſes, fhewing the Force, Significancy, 
ConſtruCtion, -and different Acceprations of every Ford, 
the native and borrow'd Graces, and all the remarkable Pe- 
culiarities of rhe Engliſh Tdiom, And in particular, contain« 
ing an Explanatory Account of all d:ffculs and. unuſual 
Words, whether ſuch as are obſolete or nor yer univerſally 
receiv'd: With a full and diſtin&t Interpreration of the 
Terms, Phraſes and Expreſſions us'd in all Sciences and Arts, 
as in Divinity, Logic , Metaphyſic, Natural and Moral Phi- 
loſophy, Medicine, Anatomy, Pharmacy, Chymiſtry, Surgery, and 
the Natural Hiſtory of Animals, Plants and Minerals, The 
Terms of the Law, Statute, Common, Canon, Civil, Feudal: 
and Municipal, The Terms uſed by Mathematicians in A- 
rithmetic, Geometry, Algebra, the Doctrine of Conic Settions 
and other Curve Lines, Trigonometry Plain and Spherical, 
Optics, Dioptrics, Catoptrics and Perſpettive, Aſtronomy, A 
ſtrohgy, Dialing , Surveying, Gauging, Meaſuring, &c, Mu- 
fic Theoretical and Practical, with rhe Names of the Inſtru- 
ments, The Terms and Expreffions uſed in the Arts of 
Grammar, Rhetoric and Poetry ; Painting, Sculpture, Print- 


img 5 


Advertiſement. 


2g; ArchiteQure, Fortification and Gunnery ; the Arr of 
Yar, at Land and at Sea; Naval Terms, the Names of the 
. .Parts and Furniture of a Ship, and of all forts of Arms and 
Military Engines, The proper Words and Phraſes of Mer- 
chants, Husbandmen, Gardiners, and moſt ſorts of Tradeſ- 
men ; and the Terms that belong to Horſernanſhip, Hunting, 
Hawking, Fowling and Fiſhing, The Names of Exotic Pro- 
ductions of Nature and Art mention'd in the Relations of 
Fravellers ; with a particular Deſcription of the Coins; 
Weights and Meaſures, us'd both at home and abroad, The 
whole digeſted into an Alphabetical and the moſt natural 
Order, the Derivatives and Compounds being ranked afte: 
the Primitives; and enrich'd with many Thouſands of 
Words that were never inſerted in any other Dictionary, 
Illuſtrated with Figures curiouſly Engraven on Copper Plates, 
repreſenting all the parts of a Human Body, of a Horſe, 
Ship, Fort, and ſeveral other things thar cannor be well un- 
derftood without ſuch a Help to. the Imagination, par- 
ticularly Geometrical Figures, 5c. To which is added, 2 
Collection of the Words and Phraſes that are peculiar to the 
ſeyeral Counties of England, 

Some of the Parts done, and the whole revis'd by 
7F. Mitchel M. D. 


A larger and more particular Account of rhe Deſign and 
Method of this Grear and Uſefull Work, with a Specimen, 
will be ſpeedily publiſh'd, 


